


GARBAGE
Creator of Social Treasure

It has been more than
30 years that community
people of Dan Khun Thot
Subdistrict Municipality
have to fight with stinking
smell and large speto
flies from repugnant
community garbage piles.
Then in 1998, the mayor,
Ms. Tharinee Suthiparin-
yanont, introduced the
idea of sorting out wet-
dry garbage as done in
Bangkok by providing over
200 yellow-green garbage
pails at various places.
After 2 years, garbage
pails remained in the same condition because people
were not familiar with new practices.

The idea of sorting out garbage of the mayor
of Dan Khun Thot Subdistrict thus turned to a new
target group i.e. children with the belief that children
are white cloth ready to absorb both good things
and stains. This depends on “programming.” Ms.
Tharinee combined this method with education
reform idea by adjusting it to be recycled bank project
or garbage bank, in short.

“l think students who will grow up to be
quality adults must be able to solve problems by
themselves. If they create it, they must fix it and
don’t leave it as social burden,” Ms. Tharinee said.

In the following year, the idea of recycled bank
project spread into 10 primary and secondary schools
in Dan Khun Thot Subdistrict Municipal area with
supporting budget from the Municipality. The initial
budget was 10,000 baht for each school. After this
success, 97 more schools in the district entered the
project. Today the garbage bank is unexpectedly
successful and becomes a pilot project for other 400
schools in Nakhon Ratchasima Province.
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The implementation of garbage bank not only
instills in children responsibility and income earning
method to purchase educational equipment, but
also trains them of management, negotiation and
team working. Bank management committee will
be selected, comprising bank manager, finance and
accounting, purchasing, all from students with
teachers as advisors.

Everyday, children bring sorted garbage from
home to weigh and sell at schools pricing according
to the materials. For example, red/white bottles
30 satang/kilogram, aluminum cans 20-30 baht/
kilogram. The money received will be deposited in
personal bank accounts and accumulated until
the amount can be exchanged for such things as
educational equipment. Students don’t have to touch
cash and this is another teaching method concealed
in this project. The project itself has no intention
to make students think about money more than
compensation for duties done and exchange factor
for necessities in living and education.

Garbage from these small members will be
accumulated to the appropriate amount and bank
management will call for buyers with best price
offer. Money obtained will be deposited into school
central account to purchase things children want.

The meeting of buyers and sellers is the idea of
Ms. Tharinee, an economist and benefit coordinator
for all parts of society.

“At the start of the project, | must create
understanding with all parts of society, whether it
be teachers who will be become cores in instilling
awareness into children, or woman vendors and
agriculturists so that they realize the significance
of garbage sorting on their part for others to
further use it.”



Garbage of a person may become treasure of
another. For example, waste from textile factory
becomes raw materials for housewives to produce
foot carpet. Rotten vegetable and fruit of vendors
are important components in making compost of
agriculturists, especially fermented water and
fermented bio fertilizer that are in current trend for
Thaifarmers. Ms. Tharinee can make all understand
that their waste can greatly benefit others.

From the problem of stinking and rotten garbage
mountains, shortage of garbage piling areas,
the modern mayor has turned such problems into
opportunities in creating new ideas. The difficult
problem in making the community garbageless
has also fittingly been answered.

Today, the tangible achievement is the garbage
of the municipality has considerably reduced.
Municipal officers only coordinate the benefits in
moving garbage from those who don't want it to
those who want to use it. The municipality doesn't
have to use budget in buying more garbage trucks
and is left with sufficient budget for other public
activities e.g. building sports and entertainment
areas for communities.

The repugnant garbage in the past has become
treasure sought out by children. Needless to say,
income distribution to communities and grassroots
economic stimulus theory, which is quantitative
benefit, is secondary, when looking at long-term
benefits society that can create new generation
filled with awareness and self-responsibility, which
Is qualitative benefit. It is a major treasure of

developing society and the country.
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