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TUITION:

ENLARGING THAILAND'S
EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS
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During the past several decades, life
activities of Thai children have been revolving
around education with the intense learning of
academic content and evaluation in the form of
academic examination, which makes it even more
necessary for Thai children to “know” what has
been prescribed in textbooks.

One-way Route, No Wrong Turn

Education in Thai society is involved with
values and culture adhered to reputation of
institutions and degrees. It is also closely related
with discrepant economic conditions between
the urban, the rural and professions. As a result,
educational evaluation doesn't mean the
assessment of academic knowledge only but
also serious competition to move forward to
be the advantaged of the society. It begins
with securing leading positions in classes until
having seats in primary, secondary schools and
eventually universities, regarded bridges to
various professions with stable and good earning.
This has become the highest target of education
system during the past 20 years.

The consequence is Thai children have to
accumulate “academic excellence” in every
aspect to be prepared for competition for limited
seats of universities. Special classes or tuition have
thus indirectly become a part of Thai education,
especially university entrance exams, which is the
flagship in intensifying exams at lower levels.

A familiar sight these days is Thai children
spending the rest of their free time from studying
in educational system on tuitions without any room
for other activities, whether it be activities in schools,
activities with family or recreation, which is all
essential to the development of brain and mind
of children at all ages. In addition, university
entrance exams that cover only some subjects
in classes have completely turned children to
tuitions and ignore other subjects in normal classes,
which aim to help their complete intellectual and
mental development.

These processes illustrate that education
in the eye of parents and maybe teachers has
been interpreted as a direct route to university
rather than “human development to his
highest potential” as defined by the world's
academics or education must make children
capable, good and happy as stated in the National
Education Act. BE. 2542,

Consequently, tuition continues to grow
to allow the opportunity to those privileged to
remain on this path safely.
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Bottleneck to the Main Road

Thai values focusing on excellent students
able to pass university entrance exams have
molded educational patterns towards the only
major route i.e. entering universities even though
there is a wide selection of higher education
institutions and universities can accept a limited
number of students. Competition among those
contesting for university seats is thus intensified.

As entering into close state universities has
earned commendation, other alternatives have not
received the same interest, whether from society
or the government in allocating educational
budget. Each year, the state budget for upper
secondary level is as high as 76% while that for
the vocational education is 24%.

Apart from quality constrained by budget,
non-university educational institutions such as
Rajabhat Institute, technology and vocational
colleges, nursing colleges, etc. have become just
back-up choices restrained by the framework that
they are of lower quality. All routes are still moving
towards universities only.

A worrying problem is that such a bottle-
neck to university will be even narrower through
the 12-year free education. The number of
students finishing upper secondary level has
risen continuously. In 1999, there were 640,000
students or up by 200% within 6 years. The
acceptance level of university, on the other hand,
has continuously declined. The Office of National
Education Commission expects that in 2014 the
close higher education institutions should have
840,000 seats available while those finishing
upper secondary level will total 1.7 million.

In addition to contesting for universities,
the competition into popular fields is also fierce.
A big gap in earning among professions, especially
those in science and social science, has turned
several social science faculties into the unpopular
while a lot of students favor some others e.g.
engineering, medical science, accountancy. The
competition has become even more stressful with
a tremendous amount of the hopeless.

Competition in this bottleneck has main-
tained tuition phenomenon amid the questions
tainted with doubt of those related parties — where
tuition is in Thailand's educational system and what
it is for.

Origin and Growth

Tuition schools were born in Thailand over
30 years ago. Initially it's supplementary teaching
for weak students or those who were frequently
absent from classes. Later, this was provided to
general students including those with good study
results for equivalence exams to higher levels and
entrance exams to close state universities as they
wished. Tuition at first was held in small groups at
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home or school after classes only. However, with
more intense competition in response to economic
and social circumstances, tuition has expanded
accordingly to 600 places at present though the
control has been put in place since 1969.

As university entrance exams have become
more hotheaded, tuition has been spread to
primary levels. And though tuition at each level
is focused differently, the highest target is the
same, — success in taking exams into famous
educational institutions, which will pave way to close
state universities.

Apart from that, even though tuitions are
infiltrated to all levels of students, only a handful of
students have a chance for that.

ngaihuanzzasmsnininuazanyss shaasn1snIniz)/Target Groups and Objectives of Tuitions

a

N:'L YUNINAL/Learners

-3 -3
LONLan
Small children

nanduiEun
Pre school

aYLNA

Kindergarten

K
DULNA-USTANENEN
Kindergarten-Primary
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Extra-system
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Graduate Study

1 1Y
Wausy1nATag
Parents

milsz IAYRINSNIAIT/Objectives

dl a |3 Y Y AR | a
LwameqL@ﬂshnmﬂﬂmmﬂﬂmmu@i@ma
To prepare for kindergarten schools

Walnema nsnumIsMINEIn eI IUAT TS
To practice English reading capability according to class criteria
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Teach English, mathematics and writing to take entrance exams into
famous primary schools
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Focus on entrance exams into long-standing famous state secondary
schools with celebrity alumni and a lot of students able to study

in state universities
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Tuition of pre-study to prepare for actual study for better grades
and intensive study for university entrance exams and for popular
professions
Teach only some subjects essential to entrance exams into higher
education for better understanding and expertise e.g. mathematics,
English
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Shortcut study for knowledge equivalence exams by registering
as distance students
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Tuitions for entrance exams into graduate level
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Study the teaching of mathematics, English and Japanese for children
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Confirming Discrimination Cycle in Society
Discrimination in educational quality and
opportunities in professions between those who
have and don't have a chance to study in university
level has steadily raised the demand to study in
universities. Budget constraints, on the other
hand, have necessitated entrance exams, which
iluminated educational inequality more clearly.

Educational inequality is a very important
problem of Thailand. In terms of educational
equipment, at present, about 50% of secondary
schools and 90% of primary schools don't have
computers. In addition, around 300 schools don't
have electricity and over 1,000 schools don't
have telephones. It should be noted that schools
that lack these equipment and public utilities
are mostly in the rural areas. The lack of basic
equipment to support education has made inferior
management and quality of teaching/learning as
well as opportunities for further study of students.

It is thus not surprising that the evaluation
in the first two years of the 8th Educational
Development Plan (1997-1998) found that
most of those who received tertiary education
were from the families of government officials,
businessmen with good economic and social
status and lived in Bangkok.

Therefore, tuition has played a part in
entrance exam system and a variable that raised
the inequality, whether it be the location of tuition
schools usually in cities especially in Bangkok or
expense for tuition that has restricted opportuni-
ties for tuitions within students with middle-level
economic parents who live in towns. This group of
children is in fact those with the greater chance
for further study anyway.

Teacher Crisis toward Inequality

In addition to discrepancy in educational
equipment, another critical factor to the quality of
educational institutions is teacher. The present
circumstance is that even though Thailand has
a lot of teachers, it is faced with the lack of teach-
ers, especially in terms of quality. The distribution
of educational quality is thus not extensive.

The quality of teacher is the most impor-
tant reason students struggle to secure their
seats in tuition schools. The study found that the
first character of teachers in popular tuition schools
is the excellence in knowledge of the subject
and the expert in that particular subject rather
than the one who studied teaching profession.
Above all, they must have interesting teaching
presentation method with techniques to make
students get more marks. This is in accordance
with the requirement of students in the education
system that focuses on evaluation with academic
knowledge.
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Teachers have to teach in the fields
they’re not directly skillful so they
can’'t modify the methods to
make students understand
the subjects more easily.

The question is whether teachers in schools
who are the products of teacher production
process are academically unqualified.

The reason for the lack of qualified teach-
ers must take into consideration the process of
becoming teachers. From the statistics of select-
ing faculties for further education, it's found that
those who chose the Faculty of Education were
the ones with lower than medium study results and
it was chosen as the last rank. This indicated that
teacher profession could not draw the attention of
good students. Generally, teaching has become
reserve profession for those who don't have to
depend on teaching as their major earning. On
several occasions, it is the last choice for those
who make mistakes in other directions. The most
obvious cause for this problem
is that teachers’ income is very
low compared to responsibilities
as a role model of the country.

Furthermore, those who
study teaching also avoid
majoring those needy subjects
especially science because it's
beyond their ability. What
follows is the lack of teachers
with knowledge according to
the subjects they teach, in
particular, secondary teachers
in mathematics, chemistry,
physics, biology and English, major subjects used
in university entrance exam. From the survey,
it's found that only 28% of secondary school
teachers have direct qualifications to teach these
subjects. This is in accordance with several
research works illustrating that mathematics
and science teachers at present did not finish
their education in those subjects. Mostly, they
graduated in social science or linguistics and have
turned to teach mathematics because of necessity.

Teachers have to teach in the fields
they're not directly skillful so they can't modify
the methods to make students understand the
subjects more easily. Even worse, they can't
answer or pose questions to stimulate the quest
for knowledge of students. When Suan Dusit Poll
surveyed the opinion of students and related
persons, the answer was that tuition was
indispensable because it could add knowledge
from classrooms. Actually, the curriculum at
tuition schools is the same as the one in schools.
The difference is the more interesting teaching
techniques that can make students understand
more easily and can exactly satisfy students who
want to enter the competition exams.

In addition to the academic weakness,
problems surrounding teachers, such as alarmingly
high debts or school management system that
burden them with administration works, unfair
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rewards, etc, have stripped teachers of another
important qualification i.e. love and happiness in
their profession. From the research and survey
of teachers under the jurisdiction of the Office of
the National Primary Education Commission,
it's found that if there were a choice, most would
quit their teaching job.

If it's like this, to expect teachers to be
dedicated to their students is distant. Teachers on
the whole are those who lack the analysis of
the real need of students. Therefore, the meaning
of teachers as providers of knowledge from
textbooks and real life hasn't been reviewed.
They thus lack the teaching method integrated
with reality. The teaching atmosphere is not
lively; students lack motivation in class and are
confused. In other words, their life just follows
the stream.

The recent research of students of the
Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University that
questioned primary and secondary students
indicates that children want female teachers who
are good looking like in Japanese cartoons. This
can be interpreted that students used this image
of teachers to tell their need of learning atmosphere
to be more colorful and lively. Teachers should
teach with fun but still with content. They also
wanted their teachers to be modern, easily reached,
intimate and could be advisors in every matter. On
the other hand, Mrs. Kasama Voravan Na Ayudhya,
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Education,
said that this research work might reflect the
estrangement between teachers and students.
Teachers, therefore, must narrow the generation
gap and become good advisors.

In this respect, upon looking at tuition
schools again, it's found that the objective of
learners and concerned persons for tuitions is
“academic excellence” and they do not expect
teachers to teach life and develop student
potential as teachers in normal schools. In
particular, when teachers in tuition schools can be
good trainers in competition exams, they are
admired without other demand.

Right now, the implementation to develop
personnel and teachers in the education reform
process is in its beginning. Problems continue to
surround teachers. And when this problem is in
the context of education aiming at academic exam
result, the meaning of teachers as the ones who
teach life skills have faded from the Thai society
together with the meaning of education at its
essence.

Quality of Education = Formula to the
Excellence?

An interesting and important question
for Thai education culture is that if Thai students
studying so seriously in both normal and tuition
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schools is the right path, why the quality of Thai
education still lags behind other countries.

From the research of International
Education Association (IEA), it's found that Thali
students still lack skills in doing exams that
require thinking and analysis or measure process
skill. They also lack books and equipment
favorable to their learning both at schools and
home. Over 40% of Thai students have fewer
than 10 books at home while those in other
countries have 20-200 books. Likewise, in 2001,
the International Institute for Management
Development (IMD)'s report titled “The World
Competitiveness Yearbook” ranked the
competitiveness of various countries. Thailand,
on the whole, was ranked the 38th out of 49
countries and in terms of education, it's 44th.

Both reports are in accordance with the
analysis of the Institute for the Promotion of
Teaching Science and Technology that at present
Thai students could hardly do the essay and
explanation exam papers. This reflects the
teaching problem of the whole system that still
focuses on the content and memorization rather
than the ability to think, analyze, imagine and
compose to communicate ideas.

Based on the information, Thai students
still lack the promotion to really learn and lack the
method to manage knowledge that needs creative
thinking, analysis and knowledge application.

Considering central curriculum specified
by the Department of Curriculum and Instruction
Development, the cause of the problem is clearly
seen. The curriculum of the Department of
Curriculum and Instruction Development, regarded
standardized, is made by experts in each field. The
knowledge depth in the field has prevented them
from cutting down the details. Teachers, therefore,
have to accelerate their teaching to thoroughly
cover the content within limited time. The process
of analyzing, questioning and interaction in class-
rooms is thus overlooked though in fact students
can get good marks from knowledge measurement
exam. This is because most exam papers focus
on memory but such knowledge is just shallow and
will disappear soon after the exams.

Furthermore, the detailed study schedule
has made the curriculum inflexible. Teachers
cannot organize diversified activities and students
cannot see the knowledge in a holistic manner.
Studying in classrooms is thus like seeing parts
of jigsaws. Learners cannot link each part of
knowledge and create a new one.

Teaching according to the curriculum like
this has invited tuition to have a harmonious
role as most of the learning in tuition schools is for
“technique” in doing exam papers. The pattern
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is usually made concise to get comprehensive
answers and doesn't encourage imagination.

Therefore, tuition not only reflects the wrong
way of educational curriculum but also encourages
that wrong way to be deeper. It's like cooperation
with the curriculum to halt academic ability of Thai
students on the world stage. It also reduces the
meaning of education to the details of academic
content and competition exams.

Another Review?

Errors in Thai education system have led
to the National Education Act B.E. 2542, which
invites the society to review educational manage-
ment. In terms of learning processes, the focus
is learner-centered, allowing learners to act or
learn by themselves, emphasizing the significance
of practice, experiment, enhancing skills and
experiences, practicing thinking methods to
lead to wisdom and connected knowledge, with
integration between skills and content necessary
for human development. This has taken into
account individual differences.

From such intent, desirable learning needs
interaction among learners and between learners
and teachers. Instructors include teachers, fami-
lies, communities and society. Learning methods
need to be different and diversified. This is to
encourage learners to find and reach their highest
potential, able to greatly develop intelligence
together with mind, emotion and ethics.

Today, schools are reforming their teaching
according to the intent and expectation of basic
educational curriculum B.E. 2544 i.e. creating high
standards of learning quality. That is to make stu-
dents good, intelligent, Thai and able to live happily.

However, as schools are trying to change
according to the above direction, students pay
as much attention to tuition or even more. Though
with this new framework, the comprehensive
teaching in tuitions cannot perfectly satisfy
human development. Furthermore, considering
the objective of tuition, it's found that tuition
will instill in students the familiarity of competition
with “academic excellence” or scores as
tools without taking into account the method of
obtaining such a result.

Another major impact is that those students
who go for tuition are less interested in their study
in schools and classrooms. They are obsessed with
the content of subjects needed for university
entrance exam only. They also tend to spend too
much time with tuition schools and thus lack life
activities and experiences that supplement their
development according to their age in other
aspects, in particular various activities in schools,
hobbies, time spent with family and care for
surrounding society.
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Students who go for tuition are less
interested in their study in schools
and classrooms. They are obsessed
with the content of subjects needed
for university entrance exam only.

Exam System Waiting for Answers

Nevertheless, it can't be denied that an
important factor that affects learning method of
children is the learning evaluation. If the
essence of education changes and educational
curriculum changes but evaluation doesn't
accordingly, students need to find their way out
by tuition as before.

For the Thai society, university entrance exam
is the most important factor as it has affected lower
level competition exams, including exams in schools.
In the past, university entrance exam is held once
a year by using the marks from central exam papers
of the Ministry of University Affairs called entrance
exam papers as the only consideration. Since 2000,
3 factors have been used as follows: 1) GPA & PR
10%, 2) scores from entrance
exam 90% and 3) Interview
and physical check-up, which
have no marks but a compulsory
process for those who pass
written exam.

University entrance
exam according to the current
system is held twice a year in
October and March. The first
one is still in the first half of
study period, in which classroom
teaching is not completed.
Therefore, learners must
accelerate their study and teachers do their
teaching. This is another reason why students
turn to tuition because the exam papers cover
the curriculum throughout the year.

Later, changes have been made on the
selection of students into universities to be in
accordance with the new curriculum to be used in
2006, the first year students who study new
curriculum will finish their education. No details and
precise conclusion on consideration criteria have
been achieved. Initially, it will consist of 3 parts i.e.
1) Study results of upper secondary students, not
only GPA and PR but also National Test or NT
implemented by the Institute of National Educational
Testing to be established, 2) Entrance exam result,
and 3) Self-development activities, specified by each
faculty in the university what kind of experience they
want applicants to have.

The echo right now is to make students do
other exams together with study results to find
school standards will be redundant with entrance
exam or not and too many exams will add tension
to students unnecessarily.

Even though the new exam method will
try to add significance of classroom learning and
self-development activities, the major factor is the
percentage value of each part. If the ratio of exam
scores is still high, it is possible that tuition will play
its part again but in a different pattern.

“Power The Thought” I 3
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As the details of such ratio haven't been
specified and there’s no clear conclusion from
related agencies, students who are in educational
system still regard tuition a necessary investment.

Worthwhile Investment?

The survey result of Thai Farmers Research
Center reports that in 2001, 300,000 high school
students from both public and private schools
prepared for university entrance exams. Overall
market value of tuition schools amounted to 1.2
billion baht and 572 schools benefited from this,
according to the survey of the Office of the Private
Education Commission, 40% of which or 246
schools were in Bangkok and 326 in the provinces.

Such figures correspond with the research
work on “Tuition in Upper High School Level
in Thailand” of Associate Professor Dr. Phaitoon
Sinlarat, Dean of the Faculty of Education,
Chulalongkorn University, which found that billion
of baht has been used in tuition schools.

The question is whether tuition is the waste
of money for parents when tuition schools are
organizing their content according to the same
subjects in normal curriculum without any additional
knowledge.

For parents who wish their children to be
advantageous in this bottleneck system, tuition
may be a necessary investment. However, from
the study project on relationship of tuition, original
study result and student background that affected
entrance exam result into upper secondary and
university levels of ONEC, it's found that both
groups were those with good study results. Most
of them, therefore, could pass entrance exams
into highly popular schools and close universities.

In addition, from the society viewpoint,
financial investment in tuition did not yield
benefits to society as it did not create academic
excellence or personnel development of the
country with competitiveness on the global front.

Viewing tuition through different perspec-
tives, for example, the analysis of educational
academics of the Division of Extracurricular
Education Promotion, Office of the Private Educa-
tion Commission concluded benefits from tuition
as an encouragement for students to spend their
leisure wisely. They could choose to study only
the subjects they're interested in, and tuition could
fix their individual learning defects. However,
these benefits are still in response to the impasse
condition of education.

More importantly, these benefits do not
cover up problems of educational pattern leading
to tuition schools and limited seats in universities.
In other words, the problem of tuition schools is
not an isolated problem that can be corrected
within itself. On the contrary, it acts as a lens
to enlarge and heat up educational problem.

“Power The Thought” I 5



a [~ & 1Y A 1 z @ Al [
maewanzyens Wi uidefmanil fmdilidunsaou-
wasgtuuumednenlunznduldidhenslisanathefifiuag
Wik

'
A A

o e ¥ A 1 g 1 PN tﬂl
7 éyde  dedwaitlildmunauinfeutlymesd
XK [ a a % o @
gﬁLLuumiﬂﬂmmﬂmﬂﬁ Tss3uumeinuazsrgdudio
YaIvAInendy nandntienikds JomiEadsaSaunain
TalldTuiigmienmedim wwquazudlaldlusues mnud
& 6 A Y @ ) A o o
Wutau Aaenaldifiunasirsiuanasauliuniym
msenmiguissegudr  maudlailgmmsnieinisunuag
du adeatunsudilymmséinm  uazdasRasanilade
Mnedosisnne santsdasfoanusmdonnyn maa
NG

ml,l,nw'iaum'iﬂg'iah

mawitlymitaasmenmsnaeimasdosEuduinnn
amastig fie mslSuefiusByantas Mstiada o
war Fuanadiladn  andasmseusvnifiuanes
vanmane wimsazuSuenfeslldiudelfinm uasldmasms
ﬁlﬂugﬂﬁﬁu LﬁaLLf’Tﬁ‘ﬁywaﬂNmau@qmnﬂLLd;g;Jmu@jﬁuvlﬂ

dsgnisusnda  3azdausedSuquainaas andu
maeneene vhidene wiaslionavhlfefumaenld
Suwau waidedumsSaduisndusnn Tnawwelussey
gandny Fasanguimness oudnsiiedriw Tousu
NnMaLSULImIsAmauesmsde ssuLszanailiineng x
Wannnmadnmlng wne viamsanmmelng THnasmams
it vminenduenmuaneienSeuas anaaaesEn
TN DINRZIULNEMIUTET RS LA LRI AN e
AN

wWEanNTuh avmaqﬂsumuammmﬂwuﬂLiam ey
@aamumuﬁammmmumummm wuidheaaidei
yneudldnamnlumavasns Mmm’%maqamammﬂma
anvaerie lesanz e ZefiEvinasthannsdannude
280 “sealbneluttaqifu wananil Sgdiedes S Suliine o
‘Wi madenfvannnans  uazlddunuann wlafiuiads
a9 faems T ywlhiRemsSeudluguou 3auildun
MITINNDTLNUIL U6 #ioly mnsnsuasenay e
AansanmsGensliundinenauenantineasusiazuis lagana
WnmsmsaevdonmBiduesasdia

giientu Sgasdasmanasmstiugusylduas
andwenee  Lildlanauandrsiusnniin Lﬁ‘awqﬂﬁlﬁ@
AN N@gaizmwmﬁwﬁ@hm T san swalfifieens uqg
Tumsifenandhédnmnee warananudadurasns audh
A Anende wonanit Sehlddng seadiuansudnllle
finannvany waz ansndenWenann 1snnln 1efieu
watie) Suaslale andniideammnwanufrivingiu “seu

awavn”

A solution to tuition problem is thus almost the same
thing as the one to educational problems, in which
all related factors must be taken into account and
cooperation from all units of society is needed.

Solution Continued Together with the
Reform

To solve the problem to reduce tuition
should start at the root cause. That is to modify
the values concerning degrees, the adherence to
institutions. Understanding should be created
that the society needs different and diversified
people. However, values modification is time
consuming and needs tangible measures to solve
problems in all aspects at the same time.

Firstly, the government must expedite
quality upgrade of educational institutions to
be on the same standards. Values may not be
changed instantly but it's a must to start now,
especially at higher education level in which
quality of professional educational institutions
must be improved. This should begin from the
improvement of management and suitable
budget allocation, together with the development
of distance learning education. Tax measure
can also help private universities to reduce their
tuition fees while gaps between urban and rural
areas should be narrowed down through public
relations and the development of community
colleges.

Concurrently, those values that pressure
students to feel they must be good at studying to
be of value should be adjusted and replaced with
the belief that everyone has potential of his own.
This requires cooperation from several parties,
especially the media that is very influential on Thai
society at present. In addition, the government
must foster children to encounter diversified
choices and find their true interests. Learning
within community should be supported. Another
method is through cooperation with various
public and private sector agencies by organizing
learning activities for children according to the
specialization of each community. Tax reduction
measure can be used as a tool.

Simultaneously, the government must
seek measures to adjust income base of various
professions to have narrower gaps. This is to
create balance among various functions in the
society, which will create further balance in
choosing the faculty for study and decrease
intensity of university entrance exam. In addition,
this will enable children to see diversified
possibilities so that they can choose to develop
their capacity in the field they're really interested
in. This will create quality members in the society.

As for teacher development, major issues
used as directions are specifying teacher develop-
ment as a national agenda, issuing a law to develop
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Those values that pressure
students to feel they must be good
at studying to be of value should
be adjusted and replaced with
the belief that everyone has
potential of his own.

teaching profession, reengineering the system of
producing and developing teachers, decentralizing
the power to communities to have their participa-
tion in selecting and developing teachers. Further-
more, teaching profession license should be
specified together with the examination system
and quality assurance of producing and developing
teaching profession. Private sector agencies and
people organizations should participate in the
production and development of teachers.

The study of teaching profession should
be linked with political and social problems,
especially child and youth problems, as well as other
fields of knowledge, communication technology
in particular. Field research should be supported
to create learning process and good attitude
toward their own profession.

Basic curriculum should specify only
philosophy and expectation to return responsibility
in educational management to those who are
the closest to children i.e. teachers, principals,
parents, students and communities. This will
create diversified learning activities in accordance
with limitations of each locality and differences of
children as well as responding
to the intent of education
reform.

Learning result assess-
ment is another problem
that must be considered in
accordance with curriculum.
In the past, evaluation was
the assessment of academic
knowledge, the only one side
of well-rounded education
requested by educational
civic. This must be adjusted by
focusing on the balance of
knowledge, learning process,
virtue and proper attitude, values and beliefs.

As for university entrance exams, the
increasing ratio of marks from classes may not
reduce tuition because tuition may shift its focus
to increasing marks in classes. However, study at
tuition schools and normal schools will be more
supplementary. What to take into consideration is
the evaluation criteria in schools must really cover
all aspects of learning.

Tuition may not be a hot issue if it doesn’t
reflect and intensify Thailand's educational
problems. The solution to tuition problem must be
implemented together with education reform and
time for management must be about the same. The
result may not be immediate but it can cool down
the heat of each part of the problem. Hopefully,
the problem should be eradicated eventually so
that Thai students can learn more happily, with
the proud “Siamese” smiles to the world.
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