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Education reform will
reduce determination
to study in universities
to a certain extent
but | don’t think
the tuition will be less.
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In your opinion, how does tuition reflect
problems in education?

Tuition is a major issue, a social phenom-
enon that reflects social and educational problems
in many aspects. Firstly, it is the social values
to study in university only to be respected. It's also
a social upgrade. Secondly, it reflects discrimina-
tion and inequality of academic quality, both
actual and emotional. Thirdly, it reflects inequality
in profession. In our society, there's inequality
in the importance of profession. Most people,
therefore, want to study in reputable universities
famous for producing graduates of which
profession can earn high earning e.g. medical
science, accounting. Tuition is thus needed to
create confidence that they can pass the entrance
exam to quality universities. Partly it is culture and
partly educational system.

If the quality of every university is close,
will there be fewer problems?

If it is so, the severe tuition might be
lessened. If professions in our country are equally
acceptable with almost the same returns, people’s
interest will be spread. Or if other professions
are strengthened without attending the university,
children will not aim to universities only. However,
in fact, any educational institutions that have
become strong will need entrance exams.

On the other hand, if there are enough
higher education institutions with equal excellence,
people’s interest will be spread. The new methods
of entrance exams, however, cannot solve
problems as long as academic differences exist.
Even with changes in entrance exams, methods
in tuition will be adjusted accordingly, if major
professions in society are more popular than
others.

Tuition is prevalent in Asian countries. Does
that reflect deep-rooted values?

Yes, but Thailand has more tuitions than
others because of the same values and beliefs.
That is social status will come together with
passing the entrance exams into universities,
especially in Japan, Korea, and Taiwan. Even in
China, this phenomenon is found a lot. | attended
educational conference there and found that
Chinese would try every way for their children to
study in famous universities, the country’s ranking.
This is like the old times when men had to be
sages. The Asians strongly believe that education
is a matter of prestige, an obvious illustration
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of social status. In addition, our profession is
different from the western countries, where
different professions don't mean much difference
in income. This is complementary.

If such values can’t be fixed, will this
phenomenon exist?

Absolutely. The existing solution to tuition
problem, such as the modernization of teaching
in schools, can partly help but not the fixing of
all problems. It's just a relief that makes children
go to tuition less. However, in the end they still
want to pass the university entrance exam in
competition with friends. Tuition is a tool to help
them do the exam papers.

What can one get from tuition?

From the perspective of parents, it's
personal need. It's the willingness to invest for
one's own benefits. From what I've heard from
most parents, they thought it's worthwhile because
their children could get into universities as they
wished. From the perspective of the society, based
on the amount of money spent, it's the learning
that doesn't yield benefits in terms of educational
investment. There’s no return as money or total
intelligence for the country and there’s no new
academic development. This is because mostly
it's repetition and review for better understanding
of some issues, to learn the techniques in taking
the exam. It's overlapping investment to study
what is already in normal curriculum. And finally,
in terms of educational system, tuition doesn't
yield any benefits back to schools. It's for personal
benefits. Some students may study in advance
and then attend their normal classes to catch up
with the lessons but there’'s no development of
ideas, knowledge and intelligence.

Concurrently, tuition focuses on content,
preparation for techniques in taking exams, and
finding ways to defeat others. Studying in schools,
on the other hand, is the development of potential,
intelligence, ideas, responsibilities, and preparation
to be in society and be the power in national
development.

From your research, it’s found that each year
parents invested a lot for the tuition of their
children.

From my study, it's found that 28-35% of
children throughout the country both in Bangkok
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and the provinces go for tuition but | calculated
the average at 30%. According to the Ministry of
Education, there are 1,300,000 students in the
upper high school level. It means that 330,000
get tuitions in 3 subjects, 1,800 baht each.
There're other expenses for travel, food, personal
expense for 400 baht per month, or 1,600 baht
per semester. On the whole, the expense per
semester is 7,000 baht, or 14,000 baht per
person. If 330,000 students get tuition each year,
the total will be as high as 4 billion baht.

In addition, there are other students who
do not study in tuition schools but go for personal
tuition at teachers’ houses or teachers teaching
a small group. Each subject costs 1,400 baht
per semester. This hasn't been included. Most
students study in tuition schools to study only
subjects required for entrance exams. Those who
study with teachers in person study other subjects
for marks in classes. Therefore, the investment of
the society in tuition is very high.

Is there any difference between tuition of
children in Bangkok and the provinces?

| studied in Bangkok, Khon Kaen, Chiang
Mai and Songkhla and found that the tuition
was as high as in Bangkok. In major schools, 54%
of students go for tuition but we also did random
sampling on children in other 10 provinces e.g.
Satun, Ranong, Nakhon Pathom, the average
was 28-35% so we used the average of 30% for
the whole country to make it easy for calculation.

Whether it be Mathayom 4, 5 or 6, they
studied mathematics most. Mathayom 4-5
studied Physics as the second rank but Mathayom
6 studied English as the second popular, followed
by Chemistry. If they didn't study at tuition schools,
they would choose to study Society and Thai to
get better scores in classes while studying at
tuition schools was to learn techniques of doing
exam papers for university entrance exams.

Will education reform relieve the tuition
problem?

Education reform this time has focused on
the learning of children. It's for the improvement
of learning process by allowing students to be
themselves. It's a different story from taking
university entrance exam. Competition in univer-
sity entrance exam still exists. However, changes
will occur when there're other adjustments of
processes. For example, first, universities change
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the selection process; original study result is
considered instead of entrance exams. Tuition
still exists but to supplement studying in schools
to get better results. | think this kind of tuition is
more useful than the current practice. It's supple-
mentary with study system in classroom. Today,
both kinds of studies are not linked. Such a change
will change the direction of tuition. Second, this
reform is the fixing of management system. It is
hoped to decentralize the authority to the locality
by allowing for the participation of communities.
It's not concerned with tuition. Lastly, this reform
allows communities to help in terms of resources.
It is not related with university entrance exams.

| think that education reform will reduce
determination to study in universities to a certain
extent but | don't think the tuition will be less.
This is because there're no solutions to major
problems that are directly related to tuition. And
there’s no talking about an important issue.
That is “Is it a must to study in university?”
and people don't look for other alternatives to
university studies. At the same time, there's
been no focus on adjusting the inequality of
various professions.

However, in the act on the selection of
learners into higher education, it's indicated
that study result in schools must be used. The
integration of various factors will make children
more interested in studying in schools but will
there be less tuition, not exactly. This is because
students will turn to tuition in both aspects, to get
good marks and to pass entrance exams.

Will the introduction of GPA system help?

The use of GPA and PR will be involved
10% in the consideration. It's good as more
cream students in the provinces can have chances
to study in university because if this group of
students must fight with urban children, they're
not gonna make it. Middle-class students don't
want to use the GPA system because they will
lose a bit of opportunities. They want the exam
only because they are well-to-do, study well and
live in leading tuition centers. They know that
with the exam alone, they have more chances.
They thus request for no use of GPA because they
will lose 10% chances. However, they don't think
they have another 90% chance while upcountry
students don't have such good chances.

| think the consideration system with GPA
will relieve the problem of tuition to a certain
extent. Students will be more interested in
studying in classrooms, especially if more
importance is put on GPA to 20%. | want to
make it to 25% in fact because it will change
the face of studying in schools. Students will turn
to schools. And when they put all their efforts
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to the study, they will demand from teachers.
Teachers themselves have to automatically adjust
their teaching and they will be more meaningful
to educational system.

These days, are schools less important?

Right now, lots of students go for tuition
and put all their resources to tuition. They think
teachers at schools are meaningless. Interest in
tuition also makes them lose interest in studying
other subjects apart from the four subjects used
in entrance exams. Too much dependence on
tuition schools has resulted in ready-made
thinking process. When studying, they don't see
the holistic of knowledge. It's the comprehensive
idea and the specific formula of tuition schools,
which creates instant result, without passing the
synthesis process. It doesn't require thinking
and knowledge seeking process. When familiar
with this method, it has become a familiarity with
objective idea system and comprehensive idea
within the framework only. Children then lack
innovation, creativity, critical mind and vision, which
are qualifications that educational system wants
the new generation to have.

Is there any other possible solution?

If the learning method in class and the
tuition can be integrated as a middle path, it will
be a good solution. Tuition should be during
semester break while during normal semester,
they should study in normal curriculum. However,
during semester break, they can go for tuition to
find new exam techniques.

In addition, entrance examination to
university should be adjusting by not focusing on
much of academic knowledge but knowledge
and experience in schools to create connection.
Universities should have a say in selecting
learners and schools in remote areas should
provide summer tuition to increase opportunities
in exams for less privileged students.
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