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Management problems as well as conflicts from struggling for natural resources have been continuing, especially in forest resources.
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“Treasure in the ground, wealth in the
water” Riches that once were alias of Thailand
are fading when the country’'s social and cultural
structures have changed. The opening up to
consumerism culture unthinkingly has worsened
the reaction between man and nature. Man has
multiplied his demand for natural resources while
nature cannot yield and grow in accordance with
infinite demand. The degeneration conditions
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continuing. Forest resources, in particular, are
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more severe, In 1997, my house by the river was
swept away. No one can be blamed. We must
realize that the event resulted from destroyed
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Uncle Phromma Suwansi, Chairman
of Tambon Administration Organization and
Consultant to Mae Wong-Mae Poen Community
Forest Network of Nakhon Sawan Province talked
about the beginning in gathering to restore the
forest once villagers could rely on in earning their
living but they later ignored it, resulting in dry and
degrading conditions.

Initially, 11 community forests were
established with independent implementation.
Villagers took care of their own forest areas. After
a while, they found that this method could not
solve poaching problem and prevent outsiders to
use forest areas, as they were not strong enough
to hinder and resist those trespassers.

‘My house is near Mae Wong forest. The
problem is our people also invaded forest and our
forest disappeared very quickly. During the past
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mobilize fund from villagers and do activities for
earning e.g. gas station, community rice mill, etc.
10% of profits and interest from working capital
will be allocated as expense in taking care for
community forest. For example, the setup of
volunteer ranchers to protect forest, the making
of fire prevention lines, planting of trees and
herbs in forest and agricultural forest.

Community Forest...new conscience of
community

The major idea of community forest is
the mutual and dependent living of man and
forest. It's forest management by people who
issue directives and criteria in utilizing forest for
the benefits of community people. Therefore,
actlvmes of community forest of Mae Wong-Mae

in harmony with directions of community fores
activities of local people. The government is
pushing “The Draft of Community Forest Act”
to accommodate community rights in participating
in taking care of resources in a sustainable
manner, which is under the consideration for
mutual motion of members of parliament and
senators.

The draft of this Act still poses different
opinions between the private sector and commu-
nity network in the rights in participative care,
protection, and sustainable utilization of resources.
We can only hope that all parties will integrate
the cooperation so that “forest” will be restored
to be a wealthy large home for the dependence of
Thais for a long time.
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