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Turning over the CGrisis of Thai Communities

“Thai Power” toward Self-sufficient Communities

Angewemegfialudl 2540 uduoniBen Woyiin ali The economic crisis in 1997 is an
important lesson illustrating the danger of
developing the country by relying on external
) / , factors or global economic system all the time.
fvnlilsumelnevoanléde uluseduwiion guaudafiu  Inotherwords, itis achance for Thailand to come
to a conclusion to a certain extent that commu-
nity, which is the smallest unit, must realize
, its mission and responsibilities in solving the
lughs s ﬂﬁw'mmﬁqLﬁ@ﬁﬁﬂgmizﬁﬁmm’mé}";ﬁu@a'ma%ﬁa problem so that strength is created to lead the
country out of crisis. During the past 5 years,
the serious grouping of communities has
, : , become a phenomenon with the establishment
Feanhll 'm3 Hemdnduudonesils szlui @ as organization and connection into development
network nationwide to be able to create self-
sufficient economy and society, which will lead
to the creation of strong and independent
nation eventually.
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On January 21-23, 2003, community
organization networks from 4 regions and
various public and private organizations
organized the seminar on “Thai Power toward
Self-sufficient Communities” at Thailand
Cultural Center. Participants included 1,500
representatives of community organization net-
works from every province, representatives of
agencies that support community development,
academics, media, and interested public. The
seminar's objective was to synthesize past
lessons, find development directions and
propose for further practice at policy level.

The essence of academic seminar was
on the overall picture of self-sufficient commu-
nities, changes and factors that affected self
sufficiency of communities, which could be
classified into 8 aspects i.e. natural resources/
environment, self-sufficient agriculture, financial
organizations/community fund, local culture and
wisdom, livable towns, habitats and waste man-
agement, community business and enterprise,
local media/radio. Experiences from the fields
were exchanged to mutually specify develop-
ment directions for self-sufficient communities.
At the end, conclusions from the seminar were
submitted to the Prime Minister who graciously
attended and chaired the seminar.

Mrs. Thongdee Phothiyong, a represen-
tative from Chiang Mai and a seminar partici-
pant, said that an important factor to strengthen
the community was the readiness of the
community, participation of community members
and coordination among various agencies.
Process in strengthening the community must
be mutually learned to lead to community
research or the finding of problem and solution
by realizing that development had no ready-
made formula. Communities must learn by
themselves and formulated the master plan in
accordance with national development plan.
They must understand the meaning of
sufficiency and must know how to use media
to strengthen the communities.

Mr. Prayong Ronarong, a representative
from Nakhon Si Thammarat, added that com-
munity master plan would lead to community
enterprises that must link man, resources and
fund in the community to make community
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enterprises the foundation in developing
community business. This will allow the
community to mutually learn how to do business
and efficiently manage its resources. As villag-
ers have more chances in developing their
community, they should utilize this chance in
helping themselves at family level to create
sufficiency at community level, which will
further develop to community enterprise.

In addition to factor within communities,
there were other external factors that affected
community development. Mr. Vichon Manat-
ueasiri from the Department of Community
Development talked about the role of the public
sector in supporting communities to depend on
themselves. He said that in the past the devel-
opment from the state would be ready-made
though each community was different and
there were over 70,000 communities. The past
implementation thus was not quite successful.
The public sector agencies have thus adjusted
their work to suit each locality. Each agency
would stick to the same work plan. That is to
support communities to have their roles under
mutual working, coordinate among agencies,
connect resources, and encourage communities
to show their potential by support their mutual
learning. More importantly is to make commu-
nity the center of development. The public
sector is to solve problems with community
organization and allow people to use state
budget as appropriate.

Apart from the public sector, the aca-
demic must also support community self-suffi-
ciency. Prof. Dr. Chatthip Natsupa, Senior
Researcher of the Thailand Research Fund,
proposed from her experience in research
concerning community development. She sug-
gested that special characteristics of village
community should be promoted to be more
outstanding e.g. rituals and values. This is
because this Thai uniqgueness would sustain the
wisdom and community. Support should also
be provided to strengthen community and
family economic system together with the
exchange and connection with central culture
with support networks. Communities must have
wisdom leaders or scholars as leaders for
community pride. They should find their own
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development directions. What can't be missed
was that the public sector must decentralize
political power to community. Villagers should
be cores in creating civil society and later to
middle class and politicians so that the majority
eventually be economic sufficient.

Phra Khru Bai Tika Chadil (Luang Ta
Chair) talked about the role of religion in
strengthening the community that religion taught
villagers to be satisfied with the sufficiency or
the Thai way. That is to be happy because of
having something to eat, land to live on, family
all staying together, enough money to spend,
places to live and children to take care inillness.
Furthermore, monk's role was one among the
three parties in the Thai way i.e. house, temple,
and school.

Small groups were divided to exchange
experiences among academics, experts, repre-
sentatives of community organizations from
various regions and villagers according to their
interested topics to mutually find “Lessons in
solving problems and development
directions for self-sufficient community”
which would be consequently proposed to the
Prime Minister.

The essence of various issues discussed
in small groups can be concluded that what
communities strongly desired was the chance
to manage their own communities by making
community organization network a social
process that coordinates cooperation among
several parties. There were proposals for
communities to create a full range of economic
system and community welfare system cover-
ing all dimensions. The strategy was to make
saving groups/financial organizations a base for
expanding community business/enterprise and
creating welfare fund, with the support from the
public sector especially in terms of policy.

As for the support from the state,
requests were made to make community
organizations actually participate in the decision
on important development policies, to amend
laws that were not favorable to self-sufficient
community management such as community
forest law, land law, Fishery Act B.E. 2490,
Regulations of the National Housing Authority,
Royal Inventory, municipality and Bureau of the
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Crown Property. They also requested the
government policy to support community goods,
with protection measures from large businesses
and wanted the government to allocate the
budget for community welfare fund directly
to community organizations (bypassing the
bureaucratic system.)

After the proposal of the community side,
representative of the government, HE. Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra expressed his
opinion. He said that at present the grassroots
people were more hopeful and the government
was confident to create the policy that decen-
tralizes power and confidence to the people. The
government also realized that its duty was to
eliminate obstacles and offer opportunities.
Villagers meeting, synthesizing and proposing
like this could help a lot with the government
work and the government was ready to solve
the problem through people empowerment,
whether it be land, rights document or access
to fund. These are all important factors that will
eradicate poverty. The idea of the government
was to narrow the gap between the rich and the
poor by helping communities to develop them-
selves and prosperity would be prevalent
throughout the country including Bangkok.

Before the seminar was concluded, the
Prime Minister had made his promise, “Give me
another term, poverty problem will be
gone from Thailand;” which was welcomed
by a loud applause. It must be waited to see
when this beautiful dream of Thailand could
come true. However, right now small people
all over the country are driving Thailand forward
by helping their families and communities. They
act as the first wave to further expand all over.

Today, those small waves are becoming
stronger. The 2002 statistics show that there
are over 100,000 community organizations
throughout the country with 39,003 financial
community organizations (not including savings
cooperatives and village funds), with
around 4.62 million members and 10,191
million baht saving. A representative then told
the Prime Minister, “Don’t borrow anymore.
If the country is in financial trouble,
please don't forget financial community
organizations”
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