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Dr. Saisuree Chutikul

Vice Chairman,
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
Member, National Education Commission

¥ ACCORDING TO THE NEW CONCEPT OF
EDUCATION, WHAT IS THE MEANING OF
“LIFELONG LEARNING” IN YOUR OPINION?

Lifelong learning has no fixed form. Everyone at
all ages can learn in formal, non-formal and infor-
mal education. People can study from birth to death,
non-stop. It’s all-the-time and constant learning,
which can be done anytime, anywhere. Man should
not stop the quest for learning. He should always
be curious. Don't let the flame burn down. The more
knowledge and information, the more chances of
accurate decision-making.

According to the new concept in education,
the old one in which schools feed knowledge to
learners should be changed to stimulating learners
to think and learn principally according to their
potential and interest. Learning mainly from schools
must be changed to learning from other sources to
be in line with the improvement direction of Thai
society to be a learning one. Therefore, lifelong
learning doesn’t mean that after finishing schools,
learning will immediately stop. They must train
themselves to continuously search for knowledge
from every source around them, whether it be work
place, family or social gathering.

* DOES LIFELONG LEARNING HAPPEN MOSTLY
OUTSIDE EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS?

Certainly. A lot of learning occurs outside schools
in the surrounding from people and nature. However,
as we spend at least 9-16 years in schools and univer-
sities, we aim to study only what schools have to
offer. This makes us understand that after finishing
compulsory education, the learning is over. Therefore,
these educational institutions should have signifi-
cant roles in supporting learners to want to learn all
the time. Teachers must always stress that children
must learn from their surrounding together with
textbooks. Don't stay immobile. These must be
cultivated from their childhood. In addition to
schools, families are the most valuable learning
sources that can instill learning habits. At home,
parents must encourage children to love reading but
not by forcing. It's to create natural reading atmo-
sphere by placing books in every corner of the house.
Parents then should gradually suggest them to see
that books are their surroundings. When children
pick up books, it’s OK though they can’t read, they



20

U a ‘IJE!I a 4" a = 1 1o a

andad msnﬂugwmmuuaﬂh\mwummw uaz wlngdnifelu
“aneden ANYARALIARN LAZSTINTIANEGN walasanTInveeId

1 a a s 1 U ! o U 1
Laawagiuisastua:nmwmaﬂamwaﬁ6] sz 9-16 1 mslmmsg‘\a
- 4 AT A e o L4 -
SowanzluTanlseSsuwin wa wazvildianudqlalyan Weaunisdinw
AMATIAULA" m‘;ﬁnmﬁ“uq@ WNTIZAHY DUANEIAAIRIIAITHUNLN
dgluns s yulddSeudasmaSauiesaninan agdasduant nad
. . o o . . D2 Xy oo
WndagiIauian sraudlundanyg Audi admgats “amaiidacd
natgniferndoudioan uananlulsadaunda assvaiuuuwnasious
o , v aw o wde o 4 da o
finssamAtuaz wIndan 5193 “asniFauin 1egn a Aihwes weus
U 1 a U > 1 1 1 1Y > a o A K7 1 S
dae u Suldgninnmisaiu udldladansdadaanie aldaw uailu
LIR9UDINIT 319U TIENNIANITENUBENBTUTTINGIG  AI8N1TIHIN "D
vl v I T
Viamnyuthu Weuddes g Fmuldidniduimils“aidu wadendreia
WaLAnHELHT “axneu uiazaulioan Aldiduls @gﬂvlﬂﬁauﬁvloﬁ” Winaz

= s <) a U 1 I a < a o dl v

aoanaU o9 mumﬂsﬂugam\uﬂuﬁssu“mm wazaznaetdul gy 319

a
qmﬂﬂﬁﬁmaﬂmwzm's WINIBEINTaYe e AAITTaLN Wanddan
(3

v
1 o o v

= Vv J v = Vv U (X%
flad Aanuadwesniesniiu daseaudmainlfidndila dualadd
U Vv =< <V v a ! U
mdadlumanainneudn e ldizaudlude
X o4 a4 w4 y
uannit indudauianniang anglugaudug an“auianu
A aw A ¢ aa o & w ' < W Yo A Ve
odidnniafin® Wadmd Hes wadeg (Hudu azlasidawmialdionn
LWTIZAZTU . DHIRTUAG 9 3\1%1’aoﬁmiﬂUﬂquqmﬂwwmaqmuagmaa@nm
lunszuaun1sIzanene g #n19Sau3aiaanalial IWIIEIneInIuas
waluladfianuduniaase auivihaudanioui slug Waanuinuii

1un1svinern windlasias ‘lsizlam%'ﬂuﬁﬁazﬂ%'uﬁ'ﬂu “sann13vingnlal1é

b

waz wlngfadluiFaulu e lildesniSeu Juns aus

1 dj a U 1 Vo wa dl a a 1
peanile ratsawIeuaurndr tld NS aundsznaveIn uwadn
nangaunanaluatawzesau lagldldiuninseuan atulag wneu
IWIIZUTTEINAUAZLHONINGN AT TINNIIDNITITEUNNS aulu a1y
n3ANEN 134'Lﬁa@iammamﬂﬁamnLﬁummﬁﬁw WIzAWTEURaN A3
1 v a 1 a £ > U a a
ldwsoadidauwiasndauazls asndezls aveiudw lunanieu wind

““owan”

can look at pictures. Children then can gradually
absorb. It's natural learning and can become a nature
that creates value for themselves in the long run. If
they want to buy books, parents should buy for them.
When they have questions, parents shouldn’t block
their curiosity but should answer and make them
understand. If parents don’t know, they must find
the answers. We ourselves can also learn.

Furthermore, we also learn from friends, other
adults, mass media, electronic media, museums and
libraries, whether it be with their awareness or not.
Therefore, the mass media must review their quality
all the time. In the process of various professions,
learning happens all the time because knowledge
and technology always advance. Those who work
must learn new things for the progress in working.
If they close themselves and don'’t learn, they can’t
adapt themselves in working society.

b

This is because most of us must learn what we
don’t want to. It’s a kind of waste. Many finished
schools but never used what they learned to earn
their living. Many others are so proficient in their
careers without formal education from any institu-
tion. This is because atmosphere and curriculum
content as well as instruction method of educational
institutions are not favorable to the curiosity of
learners. Curriculum writers have never asked what
learners want to study and want to know. On the
contrary, in class, if anyone asks questions outside
textbooks, they not only get no answers but receive
strange looks from their teachers and classmates.
When curiosity is so much restrained, the curiosity
and quest for knowledge will slowly fade.

Today, a new learning atmosphere is created.
That is Play + Learn = Plearn or learning creatively
integrated with play to create fun learning. However,
most interpret that they will learn when there is fun
only. If it’s not fun, they won’t learn. Actually, this is
not right because learning sometimes is not fun. It
may need patience and suffering. In fact, we must
create the attitude and values that learning is good.
In the learning process, motivation must be created
and motivation must come from both inside and
outside. When reading books, we get knowledge
and like it. Westerners say it's enjoyable. This is to
fulfil intrinsic motivation; it's not reading for marks,
which is extrinsic motivation. The more you read,
the more you know.

b

Strong communities must create process in
disseminating knowledge to younger generations.
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They must understand and have mutual expectation
that next generations are better and more com-
petent. They must have good attitudes to the future
of the country and transfer their local knowledge.
For example, communities have thorough knowledge
aboutrice planting. Communities and schools should
cooperate in transferring knowledge to children by
themselves because no one can write a textbook on
rice planting better than the words of those with
direct experience. If communities have knowledge
about production, good values, and social skills based
on morality, they should transfer it to children. For
example, some communities have gathered to man-
age knowledge transfer in art, culture and many fields
of local wisdom to their own children. Communities
should also have an opportunity to inform schools
what they want their children to learn. This can
create a model of the whole social system to partici-
pate in making Thai youths to love lifelong learning.

b

It's rooted from the setting up of schools and
understanding that schools and teachers have
duties in educating children. However, right now
communities understand better. Teachers also are
responsible for communicating to communities
that communities’ participation is very important in
mutually supporting the country’s future together
with other agencies. However, though communities
may have knowledge, they are not ready to do that
because other units of society are still slow in devel-
oping education. People have talked about develop-
ment, changes, and policies but no one seriously and
continuously act. We, therefore, lack clear directions.
It may take a long time before communities can join
with educational institutions to improve education
with schools in a serious manner. At present, our
country is still lagging behind in education more
than our neighbors in the region.

We can’t deny that society has offered diversified
raw material for learning to children but the method
to make children reach the essence of learning is
still not right. For example, historic museums are
created for viewing only; no information is given.
Nothing can be touched so children target group are
bored and lose interest quickly. It's like teaching
children to cook but we tell them to watch only.
They're not allowed to touch anything. They then
can't cook. Or library for children; by nature children
will read and learn at the same time. They may
make noises but libraries don’t allow loud noise.
The atmosphere, therefore, doesn't encourage
the curiosity and nature of children. To promote
learning, children must be he center. We must pay
attention to their needs and integrate this with
their nature in learning. True benefits will fall on
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children. The learning of children should not be
based on the needs or convenience of adults. We
must be patient so that the next generation can have
maximum learning; otherwise, the new generation
cannot be more developed than the older one.

b

We think that it's the value because we allow
the society to melt us to be what we are today. In
the past, our society mainly uses the skills in looking
and listening, without focusing on reading and
writing or analyzing, synthesizing, and creative
thinking. Ours is also a comfortable society. We lack
the effort to reach for things and are not energetic.
It's as if we've been taught not to be inquisitive.
However, the real obstacle is we ourselves. We've
closed ourselves from learning. The change should
be on us first. We must open up our outlook by learn-
ing more. We must be curious to know everything
creative. Don’t wait for anyone to lead the way. We
must start with ourselves first and then learning
nature of everyone will be accumulated and deep-
rooted as the learning of communities. This will
become strong grassroots. Learning can be trained
because by nature people are curious.

Learning and lifelong learning is to create value
to oneself for one’s own direct benefits and society’s.
Knowledge is power. Everyone should have quest for
knowledge to melt into a mutual learning society
and we can be a rich country, not only economic
wealth but also wealth of knowledge, morality,
solution, advance plan and creativity.

b

There shouldn’t be any fixed format or frame-
work. The learning can happen all the time with
independence and diversity. There must be a lot of
learning sources e.g. textbooks, Thai and foreign
books,community libraries, Internet, videos, museums,
public parks, various institutions. It shouldn’t be
restricted within schools because schools are small
societies. Life in schools is to learn to get degrees
and we translate degrees into figures or salaries
when we want to make a living. However, learning
from society and environment is creating wisdom
values, unable to translate into money. It’s the true
value of life.

b

Learning sources should be creative and touch-
able, able to attract people to get the service and
thorough information. Museumes, for instance, in
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addition to the content display, should have present-
ers to provide information, explain and answer
well-rounded questions. Videos and appropriate
technology can be used to make the presentation
more interesting to stimulate the curiosity of
the public. This is to encourage their continuous
research. Target groups should also be taken into
consideration. For example, there should be different
approaches in presenting information to children
and adults.

Most learning sources we have now are not
sufficient and updated. They're not favorable to
learning. We haven't made sufficient use from
learning sources. InJapan, every place is created to be
learning source. There are public parks with reading
rooms in communities. Children can run around
and drop by to read. The Japanese make use of
various places to be learning source. Even in depart-
ment stores, there are reading corners. In Thailand,
many bookstores in department stores also promote
this but parents must encourage their children to
use the service. Service provides should not be too
possessive of their books. They must open up for
the touch. It should be inviting.

Natural learning sources are not limited. Depart-
ment stores, sports centers, and markets can be good
learning sources because learning is not limited
to reading only. Public places in communities can
provide learning of social skills, which is as necessary
to life as knowledge learned in educational
institutions. In addition, there are other electronics
media. Learning sources are not limited to places.
They should include “persons.” There are a lot of
knowledgeable people in Thailand and abroad e.g.
the elderly with life experiences. How to make these
learning sources meet with those who want to learn
to transfer knowledge?

%k IN YOUR OPINION, WHO IS THE BEST MODEL
IN LIFELONG LEARNING?

Good parents are the best; they are models of
those who always want to learn throughout their
life. This is because parents never attend parent
training schools. There may be books to read in
advance but formats in raising children of each
family are different. The method of a family cannot
work well with another. Raising children is a real
experience. Parents, therefore, have to study and
apply to their children. They learn from what
happens and from real development of their
children. They must find methods in solving
problems. They must learn to adapt themselves
to their children all the time. They must learn to
integrate new knowledge and different experiences.
Parents must learn infinitely until their children
grow up.





