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“In 1937, Khru Khamphai was 13 years old. He went to offer himself as a student of Pho Khru
Chailangka Khrueasen, excellently capable Sor (fiddle) artist of Nan province. He Started to practice
basic Sor, Salor, Sueng, by learning from observation, memorization and real practice. He spent 7 years
traveling with Pho Khru Chailangka for Sor performance. In his free time, he would help with house
chores e.g. cooking, cleaning the house, cutting grass.”

Biography of Khru Khamphai Nuping
National Artist 1995
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a o % I ﬂ‘ o ! v o I o o d‘
NITUIENI LLWLNE]HE\?UN'IE]Q ‘Vi%lJil’lu 1’]’1277]’1%’777’1\7’1%7]

WEUNLAEVIINTVIVY IR ﬂﬂi/wi n happen ﬁI’S’[ and SChOOlS |ater adeSt A1 BDIANTY... WINLY U9

to keep pace with society. VouANLa DL

A1undlaluiiduuaziooiu

practice patience, humbleness,
teachers, families, and communi-
of knowledge learned and the way
therefore, does not alienate learners from the locality. It can
be put into real practice, enable communities to remain sustainable,
and create development for individuals and society on the
whole. Until education in “school” system has entered into Thailand, education by people and for people has been gradually stripped of its value
and popularity.

Even though it was started only 100 years ago, education in school system under the support of the government has been widely
accepted among people as a tool to upgrade their status. This is proven by the saying, “study high so that you can become master” which
reflects that people value education in school system in terms of individual rather than the public.

respect, and obligation to
ties. Above all are the harmony
of life. Learning that happens,

“Crisis” Due to Schools

In schools, what is learned is different from normal life of peaple in community because the target of school is to produce personnel
into specific labor market. Initially, when school system began in Thailand, the target was to produce civil servants with knowledge and
understanding of western ideology and knowledge to cope with the-then expanding colonization. Later, when industry was a major direction
in national development, schools then organized curriculum aiming to supply people into the industrial sector. Presently, school system is
implemented under globalization. Instruction with English and computers as media, as well as the establishment of international schools, has
swiftly expanded.
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From the above, it seems that during the past 100 years, instruction in school system has always responded to changing society.
However, actually, schools have never been social leaders. Changes always happen first and schools later adjust to keep pace with society.
What has happened is that products from school system are usually “outdated”, and slower than social needs. This has led to a classic problem
that never happened when there was no school system; that is “unemployment.”

Attitude toward “work” of those who passed school education is another issue worth consideration. Pho Luang Joni Odoshao, a leader
of 13 hilltribes and 2nd generation of wisdom teacher of Office of the National Education Commission expressed his concern about children in
villages and their employment that,

“Our children, though finishing high schools, are still jobless. They can't do anything if they're not employed. | studied only 8 months
but never felt | was jobless. What's it all about? Why do our children think that they're unemployed? What are the jobs they want to do? As
long as they get paid, with regular jobs, they're proud and say they have jobs. But when they return to the village, do farm and field jobs their
parents have done all their lives, they feel they're unemployed. Do they lack pride in their land and locality?”

His saying indicates that products of modern education price themselves as “goods”, which will be valuable only when there are
employers. They do not know themselves as “creators” who can create work by themselves. They can be their own bosses. They also look down
on those creators, especially in agricultural sector as outdated and less knowledgeable. Products from school system with this
characteristics usually lead to a host of problems e.g. class segregation, migration from rural to urban areas, collapsing countryside, crowded
towns and duplicated unemployment as an ongoing cycle.

All these are crisis resulting from education in school system and they happen in all countries. Philip H. Coombs, a world’s renowned
educator, explained in the book The World Crisis in Education: The View from the Eighties that,
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The difference between major movements in school system and alternative education can be concluded as follows:

Usziaunnasa/lssues asanslulseisaw/School Education nsanIvmataan/Alternative Education

“This kind of education has created leader class to manage the works in ministries and departments or work in modern economic
sectors in towns. However, it is not appropriate for the development of man and resources in rural society where the majority of people live.
Actually, this type of education also attracts potential leaders of the rural by selecting intelligent young people with ambition to work in
the cities.”

Alternative Education...Popular Education

Such circumstances have led to a new social phenomenon. That is the management of education in diversified manners without
sticking to schools. In Thailand, this has quickly expanded in every community and all regions. Many cases prove that crisis can be really
fixed in concurrence with the development of individuals and communities. What's important is that it's the education under the management
of people. It, then, can be said that alternative education is popular education.

Alternative education will principally consider objectives. It must be for the development of learners in all aspects: physical, mental and
spiritual, with the ability to live well with oneself, others and society. It must happen from people’s needs, with appropriate formats and
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knowledge for learners’ society and each learner. It should also aim at community sustainability. If these objectives are fulfilled, it can be called
alternative education even though it occurs in school system.

Alternative education in Thailand started around over 30 years ago by Mr. Komol Keemthong, a graduate from Faculty of Education,
Chulalongkorn University. He tried to establish Banana Skin Community School in the rural area of Surat Thani province so that it can use
local resources and knowledge as lessons for students. However, after his assassination, the project was halted. Until 1979, Mr. Phiphop
and Mrs. Ratchani Dhongchai, community developer spouse, continued with the concept of Komol by establishing Children Village School in
Kanchanaburi province. The school is based on educational philosophy of Summerhill School in the UK, which focuses on providing freedom
to learners. Children Village School is regarded the first alternative education management of Thai society.

From the research work on “Alternative Education Research Project: Database and Analysis” supported by Thailand Research Fund
(TRF), alternative education in Thailand is divided into 7 groups as follows:

1. Alternative education arranged by families or Home School, covering single, group and networked families.

2. Alternative education based on school system e.g. schools that arrange curriculum or learning processes different from
general schools, focusing on learning innovation, experiment or experience e.g. Roong Aroon School, Children Village School.

3. Alternative education of wisdom teacher e.g. teachers, local sages who belong to groups or networks, and transfer knowledge
to later generations with or without expenses. Knowledge transferred includes art, craft, folk medicine and herbs, ancient
alphabet reading and writing, folk performance.

4. Alternative education based on religion and dharma practice: organizing learning for members on sufficiency economy,
anti-consumerism, meditations according to beliefs, creating learning for participants.

5. Alternative education of extra-system institutions e.g. educational activities aiming to organize knowledge for their target
groups both free of charge and with expense e.g. learning institute of non-governmental organizations, centers, clubs e.g. Midnight
University, Community Potential Development Institute.
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“Education means the learning process for personal and
social development through imparting of knowledge;
practice; training; transmission of culture; enhancement
of academic progress; building a body of knowledge by

creating a learning environment and society with factors
available conducive to continuous lifelong learning”’
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Uus auken g v1vaviay Khun Chuen from the Development of
Older People Group, Chiang Rai, teaching the children.
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6. Alternative education of learning groups through activities is the most extensive and diverse learning sector. It can strengthen
communities e.g. learning through activities, wisdom continuation, art and culture rehabilitation, resource preservation, local
medicine, public health, community management, children, women.

7. Alternative education through learning media and sources through mass media such as print, radio, TV and modern media
e.g. web site, including library, museum, tourism, or public learning sources with continuation that can create learning.

People and Right in Managing Alternative Education

The term “alternative education” is not specified in the law concerning education management but considering from the meaning of
education in Section 4 of the National Education Act B.E. 2542, which indicates that,

“Education means the learning process for personal and social development through imparting of knowledge; practice; training,
transmission of culture; enhancement of academic progress; building a body of knowledge by creating a learning environment and society with
factors available conducive to continuous lifelong learning.”

This does not differ from the meaning of alternative education. Section 12 of the National Education Act B.E. 2542 also specifies,

“Other than the State, private persons and local administration organizations, individuals, families, community organizations, private
organizations, professional bodies, religious institutions, enterprises, and other social institutions shall have the right to provide basic
education as prescribed in the ministerial regulations.”

This should imply that right now education is back to the people’s hands. However, the same law is still skeptical that in practice,
the popular sector has a question of how to occupy complete right in educational management.

The first issue for consideration is the last sentence of Section 12 that says, as prescribed in the ministerial regulations, which means
that people still have to wait for further clarification until the process of formulating ministerial regulations will be finished. Up to the present,
there is only alternative education of families and working places that have been considered to be ministerial regulations.
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The second issue in Section 12
education, which means that the law
management of popular sector at
Alternative education of the popular
different ages and extensive knowledge.
in the higher level, this may be

is the term the right to provide basic
still limits the scope of education
primary and secondary level equivalent.
sector usually covers learners at
[n addition, without alternative education
a problem for those in the alternative
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education to further their education Roong Aroon School, Bangkok beyond primary and secondary levels.
The third issue is concerned with the same law. Section 18 (3)
specifies education that does not helong to public or private schools must be

arranged in the educational institutions called, “Learning centers, namely those organized by non-formal education agencies, individuals,
families, communities, community organizations, local administration organizations, private organizations, professional organizations, religious
organizations, enterprises, hospitals, medical institutions, welfare institutes, and other social institutions.” This means that the law still puts
prime concern on providing education in educational institutions only.

The fourth issue is the interpretation by the government that the National Education Act B.E. 2542 has covered alternative education in
the form of informal education (Details in hox on page 11). The public sector may not realize the necessity to provide legal chances for other
alternative education. Research on “Alternative Education Research Project: Database and Analysis” explains the difference hetween
“alternative education” and “informal education” as follows:

Alternative education does not aim to support individual as the three types of education do. It wants to develop potential and solve
problems of the public.

Alternative education focuses on problem-based “learning process” rather than curriculum.

Alternative is interactive process, with mutual and equal exchange and learning within groups-communities; it is not the power
relation between instructors and learners.

Alternative education does not have curriculum content based on official system but community knowledge.

Alternative education does not want to create learners with “similarities” but want to grow independent “differences”



] A Y a v, & o & aq % & o O
. msfnmmeRansain “nzuIumM eI aseuy wueniyniiiuding Nslmmmn”mmumm
= A I a o v € a dl al v 1> 1 U allya
. mafinsmadeniunszuum U] WiAus dnsuanilfewtauiiiniuedie Naﬂ’mmsﬂ,uﬂqu-‘qu“nu alad
i auuazﬁ'jﬁfﬂuﬁ “Husiulmdesua
=1 = a va &’ Qs a 1 & v
) miﬁnmmmaanuvlwLuam'ﬁanUma\ﬁz‘u‘umems waluanuFuaeyuon
=1 = a VY v v a dld = » 1 U “ 1 » 1 =,
. MIEnEINIeaeni Wdasnis SdFeund “anumilou PINLATDIN T “anang” vananadraduln

- =3 a A = =3 =3 s s
M7 15 Madanisdned wgduuy fo mafineluszuy mMsfinsuanIzuy uaznIENEBIN NN
(1) mafinsluszuy lumsfineiimuauaanferang 35n19finen WAN A7 ITUZINUBINIANET NTIR
- d e = A = Y
waztsziduna Sadudaulvaasns uFansdnsiuduan
(2) nMIfnHIUaNIZUL Lﬁunwsﬁnunﬁﬁﬂawuﬁﬂ%éuﬂunﬁiﬁﬂﬂu@ﬂﬂﬂﬁ%mﬂﬂ JUuuy A5msdaniafinmn

= % a = B o o o = & o
FTESIANVAINITANT NIIAASLTSLHUNE sﬁ\iLﬂuL\‘iau\l"ﬂ 1AUBNNIT ']Li'ﬂﬂ']iﬂﬂ'ﬂ']IﬂﬂLua“'}LLaz'ﬁﬂﬂmﬂs

arfiaedianamEn: 8 aandasiu MwilyniuazaudosnszasyanaLdangs
(3) MIANMIAIND DA n’flumi?mmﬁslﬁﬁﬁﬂuvl,éil,%ﬁui’;ﬁaﬂmum\mwmw ula fneniw anunlan
wazlan Iﬂﬂﬁﬂmmﬂqﬂﬂa U5z umImh 9AN  NNWINdaN “anIounannInioug

Section 15 There shall be three types of education: formal, non-formal, and informal.

(1) Formal education shall specify the aims, methods, curricula, duration, assessment, and evaluation conditional to its
completion.

(2) Non-formal education shall have flexibility in determining the aims, modalities, management procedures, duration,
assessment and evaluation conditional to its completion. The contents and curricula for non-formal education
shall be appropriate, respond to the requirements, and meet the needs of individual groups of learners.

(3) Informal education shall enable learners to learn by themselves according to their interests, potentialities, readiness
and opportunities available from persons, society, environment, media, or other sources of knowledge.

The last issue is that even though hoth people and the government may begin to realize that learning in school system as it has heen
cannot respond to the needs of learners in reality, a lot of people, especially the public sector are stuck with the idea that “school” is the only
answer for learning. Therefore, alternative education based on school system and the one in the institutions outside the state system tend
to be solutions that are most acceptable. This is because their clarity in terms of locations, curriculum, and certification. The acceptance of
the public sector will specify the acceptance of people, especially the middle class, as most middle class people are those in the segregation
work system. They have no knowledge in the community to transfer and preserve so they do not understand and do not accept other forms of
alternative education as educational system. They think that it is only a supplement that will enhance the quality of their children’s education.
With this belief, it is hard to make the popular sector, especially urban middle class to understand their right in educational management,
which is another alternative apart from the existing school system, specifically when those alternatives are not yet certified by the government
or law.

In Thai society, “academic certification” or qualification is what people put prime importance. Having children studying in high level
education and getting degrees would bring pride to parents though those degrees may not be consistent with having jobs or cannot make them
complete in physical, mental and spiritual aspects.

How to Weather Obstacles

Though the public sector and a group of people still believe in certificates and degrees, in many communities, alternative education
management has started and continuously grown into extensive networks despite the fact that they have not been certified by the public
sector.

At present, over 66,000 learning communities or groups exist in all regions nationwide while there are only 33,000 schools in school
system. This fact reflects that Thai communities are aware of the collapse of communities due to the old educational system and think
that community wisdom will help their communities handle problems by themselves without relying on the government. In other words, they
have demonstrated their readiness and desire to be granted with educational management authority for their children back to families and
communities.
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Farmer Field School, Nan
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Roong Aroon School, Bangkok

The method to weather obstacles in managing alternative education in each learning community varies according to appropriateness.
An example worth considering is the case of Lanna Wisdom Continuation School, which is an example of a community that does not allow
“state certification” to delay their alternative education management. On the contrary, they exploited this to effectuate their attempt and used
that result to create certification in the future.

This school started its operation in 2000. Despite its name, its operation is more of a club. It is not under the jurisdiction of any agency.
There is no qualification exam and no fixed curriculum. Everything can be adjusted for maximum efficiency in continuing the knowledge.
A small fee for teacher respect is collected from students to relieve the burden of teachers who are willing to transfer knowledge to new
generation children. Some teachers have to travel far to teach. And to the liking of some people, certifications are offered to students after they
finish the curriculum. There are 21 subjects open for instruction i.e. Lanna language, lantern and flag making, folk food cooking, folk cloth
weaving, folk dance, folk music, Sor playing, basketry, Sueng making, Lanna sculpture, Lanna carving, sword dance, Sabatchai drums, Sa paper
making, rice knitting, local doctor, knife making, folk toys, folk agriculture, and forest preservation knowledge.

The School has been continuously operated under 5 strategies i.e. make directory of teachers and folk craftsman, make textbooks
compiling folk knowledge, arrange short training courses and activities, publicize knowledge to the public, and coordinate with public
and private sector networks. This has made public and private sectors and general public accept the knowledge and knowledge transfer.
Eventually, many temples, communities, and schools in the north bring the knowledge and method in continuing the knowledge to extensively
manage their education. This is regarded an achievement of the School in being a leader and expanding alternative education to people in
a broader perspective.
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lswi8eur19un 4. Wi Farmer Field School, Nan

Finally, the words of Prof. Dr. Prawase Wasi, Thailand’s leading sage, should well indicate the direction in managing education in
Thailand.

“Educational change, if started from within schools, will be slow because it is stuck with original thinking and teaching methods.
But if community process is used, it will be quicker. When communities are Strong, they can attract schools into communities.”

Conscience for the Future

“It Is so surprising that | traveled very far to study new knowledge about environment, packed with academic wording and terms e.g.
reduce-reuse-recycle, sustainable development, resource management, energy conservation, local knowledge...only to find that such new
knowledge | have long learned from my mother’s practices. Folk agricultural knowledge mother transferred from Grandpa and she tried to
transfer to me is over 100-year old local knowledge.”

Excerpt from the article “Mother: Environment Textbook Out of School”
Sinit Sitthirak, Women Studies Department, Thammasat University
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The Development of Older People Group, Chiang Rai

The article of Ajarn Sinit reflects that as a lot of people are searching for knowledge from schools and high-level educational
institutions, such knowledge actually is in Thai society and has been continuously transferred from generation to generation within the
relationship of family, community, and society. Knowledge and transferring method many have just realized are “alternative education.”

Alternative education does not aim to wipe out major movements of education in school system but to offer itself as another path in
knowledge quest. The essence is learning is for mutual progress of persons and communities, with focus on and respect to local potential.

Some may choose alternative education as a principal path for their learning and their children while many may choose it as
a supplement or some may not choose it at all. This is not important as long as alternative education can stimulate people in Thai society to
realize that actually they and their localities are valuable. They are capable and do not have to wait for others to put the price on them. Learning
development can be concurrent with local progress and sustainability. With this conscience, no matter what educational system we are in, all
Thais are ready to be products of learning that can keep pace with and be ahead of society. This conscience will be of great henefits that
alternative education has created for Thai society.

Power The Thought

&

awav



