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THE  FIRST  WORD

While education in the system, managed by the government, has encountered failure worldwide, popular education has quickly
expanded.  In Thailand, there are over 66,000 learning communities throughout the country, 2 times more than the number of schools in the
system.

With current attitude and educational management, education in the system still has insolvable problems in creating learning, which
is not in harmony with real problems, needs and way of life.  On the contrary, popular education has content and learning process based on
problem, needs or communities.  It has focused on integrated learning, linking content, format and diversified methods, based on way of life
and culture that does not abandon grassroots and context of Thai communities and society.  Popular education is beneficial and can respond
to real needs of learners and communities in creating foundation for further learning, or learning to live in career, social life skills, as well
as morality in living with and creating communities and society.  At present, popular education is a major part in creating community works
with beautiful, peaceful and self-sufficient way of life.  It is a significant mechanism in maintaining and continuing knowledge, wisdom art,
culture, and tradition of communities, as well as preserving watershed forests, nature and environment.  It is the channel for lifelong
learning, which is an important strategy in strengthening communities, society and country.  Communication is created and connected as
learning community network that transfers and exchanges knowledge, together with coordination and joint activities.  In addition, popular
education is ongoing and flexible for improvement and change.  Its development is thus better, quicker and more continuous than education
in the system.  Even though currently there is education reform and the significance of popular education is mentioned, it is unfortunate
that the government still looks at popular education with failing understanding.  Popular education is not seriously supported even though
it can be an alternative that can help education reform achieve its target.  Therefore, people and communities that want to manage
their own education must cooperatively push and communicate to society and the government until the government allows people or
communities to mutually manage their own education.


