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In the past educating the young people was regarded a duty of communities and various social institutions that nurtured them to
enhance the potential of later generations. However, with the birth of schools, the educational system organized by the government, with the
issue of law enforcing all to put their children into schools, the Thai society has been equipped with the attitude that school is the only
knowledge creating system. Education is interpreted and narrowed down that education is going to schaols only.

At present, the changing circumstances of the world due to the advancement of technology and communication have led to
shortcomings of school education system. This is because it cannot sufficiently respond to changes of the present world as it is not in accord
with the world's real life and problems. However, as education in system is faced with problems, popular education sector has expanded
to implement various forms of learning activities. This new educational phenomenon is regarded a new alternative of Thai society.

Alternative education or popular education sector is, therefore, being watched whether it could be a solution of Thai society. Suchada
Chakphisut is the leader of alternative education research project: database and analysis. The project has made database and roster of
communities, groups, organizations, activities, and learning process to present to the society that in addition to education in system that seems
to reach the dead end today Thai society still has alternative education as another interesting solution.

Q : WHAT IS THE BEGINNING AND BACKGROUND OF THIS PROJECT?

A In fact, education doesn’'t mean processes that happen in schools only. The more | monitor education reform, the more obvious it becomes
that we're stuck in the old idea that focuses on school system. We're not beyond the old thinking framework. So I've thought about how to make
society accept that knowledge also exists out of schools. Research is created as a mechanism. It's started from the making of database to
confirm that alternative education really exists in the society. The objective of this research is to make communities recover their
confidence and pride because local people have been stripped of their confidence that only the government can manage education. Thai people
all over the country also have the same ideas. Parents will think that their duty is to find good schools for children or to urge them to prepare
for the exam. | don’t know what makes us believe that education is to go to schools. If we don't go to schools, we won't have knowledge. The
meaning of education is narrowed down to going to schools only. Originally, education was learning in families and communities, which has lost
their roles and importance. School system is believed to give knowledge better than communities. Those who have passed education
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in the system to a certain extent regard themselves as being knowledgeable step by step. For example, Ph.D. has more knowledge than
Bachelor degree or those who are not educated are branded as lacking knowledge. However, from the past, education in schools is not in
agreement with real life and problem of learners. It's just memorization for exams. Content of knowledge is not related with their roots and
context of Thai society. The old education produces only specialists in specific aspects, thereby unable to satisfy future work. This is because
the future world needs those who learn by themselves and learn all the time, or those with diversified skills and able to integrate knowledge to
serve life and society. While education in the system has failed, learning processes in communities have continuous movement. This is because
it's based on life and problem, with mutual thinking and acting, as well as communication exchange among diverse groups of people. It's the
learning that trains people to know how to think, act and solve problems. During the past 20 years, communities seem to realize the problems
of education in school system because knowledge our children have learned cannot be used to work in the locality. A lot of communities thus
group together with the intention to enhance skills and learning from the foundation of wisdom and culture for their children. Groups and
organizations are strongly established with management patterns and curriculum for transferring within communities. Training sessions are
provided to exchange knowledge across communities. At present, there are 66,000 learning communities. Education of communities is another
interesting education alternative amid educational crisis. That is this research project wants to present the existence of those learning

communities to change the attitude from the belief that education management is within the state authority only. It should also change the bias
that communities are not knowledgeable enough to the belief that knowledge is also available outside school fences. We should also respect the
right of families and communities to manage education.

Q : IF SO, IS THE PRESENTATION OF THE EXISTENCE OF THESE LEARNING COMMUNITIES THE OBJECTIVE OF THIS
PROJECT TO PROPOSE A NEW EDUCATION ALTERNATIVE TO THAI SOCIETY?

A : We want the society and the public sector to realize that education is not just going to schools but to show that knowledge and education
occurs continuously throughout our lives. Therefore, education is in communities, families, temples or housewife groups doing things
together. These groups are all learning groups. This kind of knowledge is the one to solve the problem of the whole, not for anyone in particular.
An obvious example is housewife groups. They group to create various careers. These communities are new; they are learning communities.
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because it’s subject-based not life-based.

Communities with this kind of intention are communities of the modern world. JS100 or cheewajit is regarded community because they
don't depend on location. This is community in the new meaning. These communities group together with the intention to do something
together. Just think that there are 66,000 communities of this type while there are 33,000 schools in the system. This shows that knowledge
communities have is huge and more than schools in the system. Communities have problem-based learning. Dr. Prawase Wasi said that
education reform is not successful because it's subject-based not life-based. Knowledge in communities, on the contrary, is problem
based. School system uses knowledge based so we study only the knowledge, which may or may not be related with learners. For example,
children in the south who speak Jawi language still have to use core curriculum. This shows whether it is related with real life or not.
Therefore, education in school system is an alternative, and alternative education or popular education is another. Society must acknowledge
that this is another choice with equal dignity to education in school system.

Q : TALKING ABOUT “EDUCATION IN THE SYSTEM”, THE PICTURE IS CLEAR THAT IT'S THE EDUCATION IN EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS PROVIDED BY THE GOVERNMENT. THEN, WHAT IS THE DEFINITION OF ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION AND

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE FROM EDUCATION IN THE SYSTEM?

A : From the seminar and brainstorming sessions divided into small groups according to regions, alternative education is accordingly defined
into different regions. For example, for the north, alternative education is learning process, which is holistic, independent, diversified, in
harmony with local wisdom, leading to happiness and success of individuals and communities. For the northeast, it's the education that
responds to human needs and potential, the learning for human potential and the practice of community way of life. The south defined
alternative education as education that leads to actual living, brings happiness to communities and society on Thai way of life. The definition of
central part is the solution to original education crisis, based on diversity of nature and real life, resulting from participation to lead to human
development to be complete in body, mind and soul. As for the difference from education in the system, alternative education is the
one related with real life and society of learners, with continuous knowledge transfer process, participative management, and impact on
community relation. Its content and formats are also diverse and problem-based, with interaction among learners. More importantly, it's
the learning out of official educational system and not based on official curriculum of the government.
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Q : WHAT ARE THE PROCEDURES AND SCHEDULE OF THE PROJECT?

A : The objective of this research is to strengthen the learning process out of school fences as a real alternative of Thai society. We don't want
school to be the only alternative. We should search for knowledge from this research so that alternative education has space and is accepted
by the government and most people in society. In this research, we used researchers from all 4 regions, and spent 18 months on the research.
209 cases were selected as sampling groups because there are altogether 66,000 communities. We chose those that are already known. For
example, local sages such as Wiboon Khemchalerm, Phai Soisaklang. We chose these people to be easy for social acceptance. From 209 cases
selected, researchers classified them by looking at their learning base, and it's found that there are 7 learning bases. The one that happens most
is learning through activities. Communities that group based on activities mostly occur from career development. After the economic crisis, in
particular, the needs to group together to create income are obvious. It's noteworthy that women are those who manage the group.

Q : WHAT ARE THE 7 LEARNING BASES AND HOW ARE THEY LEARNING BASES?
A : From the 209 case studies, the research found that alternative education can be divided into 7 learning bases. The first one is alternative
education arranged by families or home school. The second one is the one that is based on the government system. The third is of wisdom

teacher. The fourth is religion and dharma practice. The fifth one is the institution out of government system. The sixth is the learning through
activities. And the seventh is education through media and learning sources.

The 1st learning base, or alternative education arranged by families or home school is the arrangement of basic education with parents
in charge. There are 2 types of home school in Thailand. The first one is a single family that parents take their children out of school because
the children suffer from instruction in schools and parents arrange the instruction by themselves. The second type is networked family. Both
can be with or without curriculum. The one with curriculum means that parents plan the instruction for their children, what kind of learning they
must go through according to problem and readiness of their children. The one without curriculum depends on time, conditions and
the readiness of parents. For example, academic parents can take children to learn from actual situation or learn from life situation.
At present, home school is under Section 12 of the new Educational Act, with ministerial regulation specifying that home school can be arranged
for childhood only.
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The 2nd learning base is alternative education based on government system, which means schools are in the government system but can
create an integrated curriculum for children by really basin on children. Learning process should be arranged so that children can experiment
by themselves to learn from direct experience and real life. For example, Children Village School or Roong Aroon School, which is alternative
for schools, children and parents. There are 2 directions of this base. The western concept enters as learning innovation e.g. demonstration
schools at the beginning, and later Roong Aroon School. Another one accepts the eastern concept e.g. Satyasai School, which accepts
the concept of Sri Satya Saibaba. This kind of education can be arranged by schools themselves or schools coordinate with communities
to introduce local curriculum.

The 3rd learning base is wisdom teacher. This is the capital of Thai society. We have the elderly who have been transferred knowledge
from the past and then transfer it further within the community. These local sages transfer their knowledge and experiences as knowledge
through the process of “doing and living for seeing as examples.” This kind of knowledge, however, has its shortcoming. When it's transferred
through persons and isn't recorded systematically, it will gradually disappear. In addition, these wisdom teachers will select to transfer
knowledge to particular students. Right now, this knowledge is linked for systematic collection for further transfer. For example, local sages
who group as the network of 12 sages e.g. Maha Yoo Sunthornthai, Phai Soisaklang, Khru Ba Sutthinunt Pratyaphruet, which has led to the set
up of Khuen Thin Esan (Back to the Northeast) University.

The 4th learning base is religion and dharma practice. An obvious example is Santi Asoke. Despite schools in the system, they also have
their own learning under their own practice and belief. This type of education doesn’t include Sunday Buddhism School established by the
government or Sangha Colleges. This kind of education management, if arranged for layman, will be application, focusing on practice to develop
intelligence.

The 5th learning base is alternative education out of government institutions. This is another development of communities, resulting
from the establishment of several networks, most of which are NGOs. They have developed themselves as trainers for communities
and villagers. These groups have real intention to arrange education to specify their own destiny and want to select their learning path
by themselves, which is not education enforced by the government. For example, Under the Tree School, Midnight University, Southern
Community University, SEM Sikhalai, Lanna Wisdom Continuation School, Friday University.
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The 6th learning base is education alternative of learning through activities. This group has the highest number among all learning
bases because it's the learning of local people, based on profession/career activities e.g. product development, product processing.

The 7th learning base is education alternative through learning sources. Lifelong learning can occur from good learning environment
e.g. museum, library, or modern media such as web site. We only hope that Thais will have good potential and learn to understand what the
world is up to. To enable Thais to go into this direction, there must be these components. The seven learning bases are practical knowledge that
must be transferred through practice. It's not the knowledge of any particular person but the property of communities that must be shared to
others. In addition, this type of knowledge is directed by moral. Its significance is on the learning process. Communities should help stimulate
the learning. Culture, nature, and wisdom are used to create learning process. These tools are more diversified than textbooks and do not
classified knowledge into levels. They are mixed and there are many groups of people of different professions involved. Level of knowledge thus
cannot be classified.

Q : WHAT IS THE CURRENT SITUATION OF EDUCATION ALTERNATIVE IN SOCIETY?
A : There is no way for education alternative. This is because if we look at the Educational Act, we'll see that in ideology terms, it aims at

the full development of children in all aspects: physical and mental health, which sounds the same. However, there’s no way for education
alternative because Section 12, which is a major one, says, “Other than the State, private persons and local administration organizations,
individuals, families, community organizations, private organizations, professional bodies, religious institutions, enterprises, and other social
institutions shall have the right to provide basic education as prescribed in the ministerial regulations” This means that if there’s still no law,
there’s no right to do that. An obvious example is home school, which has continuously struggled for this. This issue is wrong from the
thinking base of the government, which thinks that it must control and supervise every matter in the country. This is the thinking method
in developing the country of Thai government. Therefore, there must be several ministerial regulations to enforce communities how to
manage education. Simply speaking, communities can arrange education but must be in the form of educational institutions called learning
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center. It's wrong from the start because it's based on control and supervision. Furthermore, in the new Educational Act, compulsory education
is 12 years. They think that keeping children in school system longer can create quality persons. However, they forget that before school
system, how children grew up to be quality persons, how wisdom was created. We cannot pack the term “alternative education” in any Act.
What we can do is to look for channels to press into this Act. A small space possible is Section 18 (3) that says, “Learning centers, namely those
organized by non-formal education agencies, individuals, families, communities, community organizations, local administration organizations,
private organizations, professional organizations, religious organizations, enterprises, hospitals, medical institutions, welfare institutes, and other
social institutions”” Popular education saw this gap and urged that learning center is teacher, like Midnight University, Southern Community
University or Under the Tree School has done. These are learning centers. When this project worked with alternative education groups,
we excitingly woke them up. In the past, communities or local people are stripped of their confidence in several matters. They finished
Primary 4 and think they have no knowledge. When we pushed them, these communities have regained their confidence. Every community
is so alert that many group as institutions and network e.g. Phodhiyalai Institute. The current situation of alternative education is it has
developed into network mechanism. The public sector has realized the significance of alternative education. There are agencies to link
with alternative education. In addition, there have been both national and international movements.

The next research is to find structural mechanism to manage the extra-system knowledge as a national institute or local institute,
or coordination center. However, we have endeavored to create cooperation among these learning groups. We have to study three levels of
mechanisms i.e. local, regional and national. Local and regional are the most important. On the national level, there is The Knowledge
Management Institute of Dr. Vijarn Panich, MD, as an institute to manage knowledge for society, which will focus on the movement of
knowledgeable society and creation of learning environment for middle-class people. Another one is community Organizations Development
Institute with Mr. Chachawal Thongdeelert as director. We have agreed at policy level with the Alternative Education Research Project
that our mission is to create learning process into solid network and bring the knowledge from those networks to make systematic
knowledge series as references for dissemination.
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