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Samae Dam Community

The Protector of the City’s Last Mangrove Forest
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With 500 households, Samae Dam community, situated in the
blind area of Bang Khun Thien district, is abundant and verdant
with the mangrove forests. The members of the community have
long been making a living out of traditional fishery. In those days,
Samae Dam community was inaccessible. A few years ago new
road cut directly through Thonburi-Pakthor Road (Rama Il Road)
reached the once hidden fertile area and brought with it the
tremendous changes, but in the somewhat negative way. With
the developed surroundings, villagers were inevitably forced to
adjust themselves to the novel differences. Conventional calling
like seashore fishery had been sunk into oblivion. Many house-
holds resorted to the modern, quick-cash career by running
the shrimp farm, meaning a vast patch of mangrove forest being
severely destroyed to make room for the shrimp farm.

However, the community still teems with flora and swamp
fauna of different species that can't be certainly found in other
parts of Bangkok. The area is prized with its bio-diversity, judging
from various herbal trees flourishing along the mangrove forest
including nipa palm, eye-blinding tree, Flagellaria indica, sea holly,
sea cyad, Duabanga sonneratioides, treebine, and Carapa obovata.
The mangrove forest is also home to different kinds of creatures
like crab-eating macaquem mangrove crab, and birds of assorted
breeds which are still ubiquitous along Sanam Chai Canal.

Luckily, before the situation got worse, the community has
been saved timely thanks to Pongsak Paengkham-uan, the teacher
of Samae Dam School. Pongsak is so determined to encourage
Samae Dam residents to be more aware of the value of their
own natural treasure trove and join forces altogether to preserve
the city’s last patch of mangrove forest. He inspires the young
thinkers in his school to stand up feeling the need to protect and
cherish their regional legacy. As a result, strings of educational
activities are implemented as part of scientific projects, themselves
the most popular curriculums of the school.

Showers of sparks then glow into the luminous fire. All kinds
of educational campaigns are transformed into the excessive
practicals, hence the establishment of the Mangrove Forest
Natural Study Centre on the 4 rai plot of land in 2001. Donated
by the villagers, the green land serves as the natural outdoor
classroom where the youngsters can glean a wealth of knowledge
about the mangrove kingdom. With the joint effort between school
and community, woven bamboo path is built through the mangrove
area, thus allowing those visitors to catch a closer glimpse of the
herbal plants, mangrove ecology, and swamp animals.

In addition, the centre also becomes the main pillar of the
community, attracting other sectors to play a vital part in the
community’'s causes too. Many households and parents provide
financial support, good ideas, and creative learning processes.
Meanwhile, the temple lends its helping hand on the missions.
Such the cooperation has been evolved into the supreme concept
of teamwork, that is, the collaboration of household, temple, and
school to develop the community.

Driblets of knowledge in the practical room are transformed
into the creative activities in the natural outdoor classroom and
then handed down to the little young scientists until those
creative activities become the household and community careers
which can generate more income for villagers. They include the
dyeing fabric with the bark of Carapa obovata, the production of
dried tea leave from the sea holly, the making of local sweet from
palm, and the roofing with thatched palm.

The children are trained to pass on their knowledge to their
community and those visitors as the little guide. This is the best
way of restoring accumulated knowledge that stimulate the
learners to learn, listen, speak, read, write, and take action,
complete inall learning processes. As a result, Samae Dam School
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becomes the excellent paradigm for youngsters from other schools
to pay a visit and observe its outdoor practise and activity.

“The children can learn more about nature by their own ob-
servation. Once during the forest expedition, the kids found out
that the Aegiceras officinalis can grow anew in the different envi-
ronments with the different growth rate. Those branches that thrive
near the Sonneratia acida grow fastest. This observation then origi-
nates the scientific project on producing fertiliser for breeding the
seedlings of Sonneratia acida,” said Pongsak.

Therefore, the herbal bio-diversity preservation project of the
city’s last mangrove forest is the well combination between the
learning principle and the learning process in the more sustain-
able and tangible way, allowing those learners to enrich their
knowledge on their own through the scientific project. Teacher
becomes merely adviser and provides comforts. All educational
activities are directly related with the community’s problems. The
preservation project involves about the accumulation of the basic
knowledge not only in the school but in the community as well.
It bases on the belief that all can learn things together through
the process of learning with the real environment. The learners
can work together systematically in the natural classroom.
The learners become the main players who have to identify the
problems and try to solve them on their own.

There are also other supportive projects including the
mangrove crab preservation unit, Sonneratia acida fertiliser
and Duabanga sonneratioides wine, the project of studying
those swamp herbs and their different parts to make the herbal
medicines.

“During the learning process, the scientific projects conducted
by the young scientists are also passed on from generation to
generation in an attempt to carry on the great mission through the
conservative mind. Besides, it also helps raise their awareness
and develop their proficiency in the more sustainable and
continual way. That is the immense success,” said Pongsak.

As for the tangible achievement, villagers can maintain their
original mangrove forest and simultaneously have the expansive
swamp patch. Furthermore, community is strengthened and plays
a crucial part in the community’'s long-term development. Most
importantly, several projects become sources of learning, career,
and basic necessities of the community.

Success in terms of moral and ethic instillation is also satis-
factory. The learners can adjust themselves with other people. They
can pour their heart to assist each another. And they also show
their concern for what is happening to their mangrove forest.
Eventually, the mangrove forest is the heart of the community that
ties all villagers together.

At present the concept of conservation conceived by the single
man has been flourished into the perfect learning system of Samae
Dam School and Samae Dam community, hence serving as the
praiseworthy archetype for our society to follow its footsteps.

The mangrove forest of Samae Dam community then func-
tions as the sustainable learning centre and the community’s
alternatives to maintain its bio-diversity of herbal plants. What's
more, it also serves as the full-circle restorative learning class-
room providing all aspects about the sustainable conservation
work that must be carried on further. Finally, it is the historical
monument of those Samae Dam villagers who now possess the
city’s last mangrove forest.

Note : Samae Dam School is located in Soi Samae Dam 24,
Samae Dam Road, Bang Khun Thien District, Bangkok
Telephone 0-2415-7206, 0-2895-5262
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