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The Petroleum Authority of Thailand steadily
launched its permanent reforestation campaign to
mark His Majesty The King's 50" Ascension to the
Throne since 1994. Currently the Petroleum Authority
of Thailand has achieved its noble mission of return-
ing the greenery to the forest covering about one
million rai plot of land. However, it is well aware of the
urgent need to protect and rehabilitate the forestry
patch for the generation to come. Thus, it has arranged
many additional schemes to raise awareness among
the juveniles and the nation as a whole of the worth of
the natural legacy.

The Green Global Award belongs to one of the many
environmental crusades. It was originated from the
joint effort of various sectors including the Petroleum
Authority of Thailand, NGOs, conservationists, aca-
demics, writers, mass media, and other qualified
people in an attempt to encourage those individuals,
communities, and youngsters dedicating themselves
to preserving the natural resources and the wild. The
great devotions and immense achievements of those
unsung heroes and heroines have been played up
nationwide for five consecutive years since 1999. And
the final judgements of the 5" Green Global Award in
2003 includes :

Writing Category consisting of three awards
including
e The Outstanding Award goes for...
The feature writing entitled
“Gurney’s pitta...On the Verge of Extinction?”
Written by Petch Manopavitara
Published in Sarakadee Magazine in August 2003
Complete with a wealth information of Gurney's
pitta, this academic feature also provides the details
about local angles which make the academic piece
easier to read and more captivating. With the magnifi-
cent literary style, the incomprehensible story then
turns arousing and intriguing. The content instrumen-
tal in raising awareness among the public portrays
about the great peril constantly menacing the bird and
reflects about the looming jeopardy that can effect
the entire natural world.
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e Praiseworthy Award goes for...
The novel for the youth named
“The Supernatural Images”
Written by Panumas Poomithavorn
Published by Ming Mitara Publishing House,
first published in June 2003
The story of “Jaru” "M” and “Wan" who travel with
the “Taven Van” Project and adventure deep into the
Mae Ma Luem forest is vividly depicted. The novel
mirrors the writer’'s good inner feelings and noble soul
towards the Mother Nature. She interlaces each event
together ina more enjoyable and interesting way. With
the simplicity of language used, her message can be
delivered and accessible to her target, the youngsters
who will then play a crucial role in safeguarding the
natural environment of their own.

e The other Praiseworthy Award goes for...

The hand-made literature for the youth entitled
“The Small Butterfly Who is so Lonely”
Written by Nushanoi Natnuea

Illustrated by Sumin Natnuea and Wanchai
Rattanasaeng and made in February 2003

The book narrates about the story of a small
butterfly that keeps observing the kids" behaviours
while they come to learn more about the natural
world in Phu Pan Dam forest. It is the environmental
literature easily accessible to the children, making
them understand nature better and then cherish the
tremendous value of the jungle and environment
dearly.

This hand-made volume is also chosen by the
Cultural Council of Suan Kwang district in Khon Kaen
province as the creative literature and the reading-
promotion book for those who learn Thai language.

The Green Global Award for Individuals
consisting of five prizes including :
“The Monk Who Brings Life Back to the Forest”
Phrakru Prachote Dharma Bhirom, the abbot of
Wang Sila Dharmaram Temple, Rayong Province
The monk who returns the greenery and fertility
to the once barren forest is successful in initiating
the concept of connecting the ecology of the entire
eastern forestry patch once kept apart by human
encroachment through the building of the “joint
insulation” under “The Elephant’s Path” Scheme. The
abbot uses the crisis of the wild elephant’s death to
encourage people to partake in his campaign.

“The Lion-heart Fighter Who Protects the Teak

Wood”

Chalam Noping, Lampang Province

Chalam Noping is the audacious fighter. He has
launched several conservation campaigns to raise
awareness among the local people to stand up and fight
for their deteriorated forest. He has played a vital role
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in managing and protecting the community’s forest
though he has been menaced by those influential
figures. Although his life is in great jeopardy he still
forges ahead, generating supplemental career for
villagers, and working with the Northern Community
Forest Network. Chalam is the “distinguished warrior”
who sacrifices his life for protecting the community’s
forest.

“Teacher of Phaisali”

Tanom Chuay-ngarn, Nakhon Sawan Province

Tanom Chuay-ngarn is the small man with the big
heart. Born with the natural instinct of being the leader,
he enthusiastically tackles many problems bombard-
ing Phaisali and literally serves as the community's
pillar to stimulate villagers to defend the forest. He
also supports the practise of mixed agricultures so
villagers can earn more income. He copes with the
drug problem as well. The gallant teacher is so
determined to establish the strong and self-reliant
community.

“The Soldier : The Developer”

Colonel Piset Visaijorn, Deputy Commander of the

Sixth Infantry Division, Roi Et Province

Colonel Piset Visaijorn is the soldier who relies on
the wisdom strategy to fight for his community’s
prosperity. He seeks for more alliances from villagers
for them to help save and rehabilitate the forest and
also reforest it. For the better life of local people, he
provides the community with sustainable agricultural
knowledge. He also finds solution to the waste water
treatment and the noxious odour of city garbage. He
is the devoted soldier who is always available for his

people.

“The Light of the Jungle”

Kemthong and Ariya Morat, Surin Province

“Two faithful forces” wholeheartedly inculcate the
good consciousness among the “seedlings” for them
to absorb the beauty of natural and recognize their
importance upon their lives through the pure art and
the Children Love Forest Camp. They are the new gen-
eration who treasure the local wisdom and appreciate
the grandeur of nature and then interweave them alto-
gether to create the enjoyable and fascinating lessons.
Eventually, they are highly acclaimed and assigned to
write the environmental curricula for many organiza-
tions using them as the future educational guidance.

The Green Global Award, Community Category
consisting of five prizes including :

Ban Bang Ma O Community, Chiang Mai Province

“The Protector of the Forest Which is

the Source of Ping River”

The Lanna Community still wonderfully maintains
practising the traditional cultivation of Mieng forest




46

(mieng is a kind of edible plant leave used for chew-
ing). They can live in harmony with the forest, causing
no exploitative trouble. In addition, they are well aware
of their right to participate in the management of
natural resource. They are the daring vanguards who
keep protecting the forest which is the source of Ping
River from the destructive encroachment of economic
crops. They also hand down their knowledge and
experience to the youngsters who help keep their
ancestors” wisdom alive.

Ban Tha Pu - Ban Ao Tha Len, Krabi Province

“The Community that Protects the Shore

of Krabi”

The southern community is successful in fighting
against those influential figures who excessively
exploit over the aquatic natural resources by using
the destructive fishery gears like otter trawl that can
kill the small marine creatures in the blink of an eye.
The community effectively uses the commune mecha-
nism to manage and preserve the natural environment.
With the far-sighted vision on eco-tourism manage-
ment, the community can add value to its natural
resources that remunerate huge profits back to the
community.

Khao Phra Putthabat Noi Community,

Saraburi Province

“The Conservationist of the Limestone Ecology”

This community has long been fighting to save the
forest on the limestone mountain severely threatened
by the massive rock explosion industry. The locality
uses the cultural and the natural capital to manage
and keep the ecological system balanced. As well,
it joins forces with the governmental and the local
private sectors to strengthen the community’'s
economy and simultaneously to conserve the
environment.

Ar-Lor - Don Ban Community, Surin Province

“The Protector of Swamp Forest of She River”

Various ethnic groups including Thai, Laotian,
Suay, and Khmer people, under the cultural combina-
tion and accumulated knowledge, join forces together
to bring life back to their once devastated forest which
now becomes the most fertile and vast swamp forest
of the She River.

Wang Or Community, Ubon Ratchathani Province

“Turning the Firewood Burning Area into

the Tourist Forest”

The northeastern community has shifted from
the notorious firewood burning centre to be the
conservation one. Villagers learn from the hands-on
experiences and use them as their precious lessons
to revive the situation. With the gratefulness to forest
and water sources that keep them alive, villagers raise
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the conservative awareness among the public through
the more concrete eco-tourism management.

The Green Global Award, The Youth Category
consisting of five prizes including :

The Youth of Mae Pang Village, Phrae Province

“Strengthening the Youth’s Forces to Protect

the Forest”

The Youth in Mae Pang village join forces together
to develop their beloved community and keep their
tradition, culture, and local wisdom alive. They instill
the conservative mind to the villagers until they achieve
their ultimate goal of protecting the forest. They youth
enable to overcome a legion of obstacles coming into
their way until they now grow strong.

The Environmental and Natural Resource

Conservation Club, Pathio District,

Chumphon Province

“The Youth Who Protect the Sea of Chumphon”

The Youth learn from their lost experience caused
by the Gay Storm over decades ago. Through the
thorough study, they glean the important information
and then organize the exhibition featuring about the
natural environment in an attempt to create the
conservative mind among the villagers. They also
invigorate the ruined coral reefs and provide shelter
for the wild animals by working with the local people
and incorporate with the governmental and the
private sectors.

Rak Mae Klong Youth Club,

Samut Songkhram Province

“The Saplings Who Protect Mae Klong River”

This youth club raises awareness among the
community to take good care of the Mae Klong River
which has served as their blood vein for several
decades. They also resort to the strategy of organizing
the environmental camp by providing both knowledge
and funs to the kids. As well, they introduce the
process of measuring the quality of water that offers
the more concrete academic data in return. The club
works side by side with the Mae Klong Lover Commu-
nity to help solve the community’s problems.

The Environment Lover Youth Club, Laem Ngob

Wittayakom School, Trat Province

“The Young Conservationists of Trat”

This youth club was originated after its members
participated in the long-term reforestation campaign.
Their effort eventually paid off. They learn more about
community’s way of life and realize more about the
authentic value of conservation works. They glean
a wealth of knowledge from the mangrove forest,
thus helping develop their conservative mind. Besides,
they also hand down their experience and knowledge
to the next generation, too.
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The Youth Group Named “House in Forest :
Forest in School”, Mueang Somdej School,
Kalasin Province

“The Natural Classroom Creates the

Conservative Mind”

They enrich their knowledge in the natural
classroom set in the wild and glean a wealth of
information from their community's local wisdom,
hence encouraging them to care for their own
environment. They protect the original forest and then
cultivate more plants in the new forest. They also
broaden their mind and widen their eyes through
the new learning processes by launching many
conservation projects so they can live in harmony with
nature in a more sustainable way.

The Last Green Global Award, The Essay
Category consisting of three prizes including :
e The Outstanding Essay goes for...
The Essay entitled “Exposing to the Outside
World with the Local Wisdom™
Written by Prapatsorn Kuangthip, a Matthayom
One Student of Kud Bak Pattanasuksa School,
Sakhon Nakhon Province
The essayist expresses her hands-on experience
derived from partaking in the local activity with the
“Children Love Their Homeland Group” which is one
of the networks of In Pang Group. Her observation and
participation is then graphically transformed into the
charming and interesting writing.

e The Praiseworthy Essay Award goes for...
The Essay entitled “The Forest Protector”
Written by Wittaya Panthongma, a Matthayom
Five Student of Santisukpitthayakom School,
Nan Province
His essay portrays about his experience while
working with Phra Somkidjaranadharmo, the monkish
developer, who has played a dynamic role in preserv-
ing the forest which is the source of water and
supervising the Nan River.

e The other Praiseworthy Essay Award goes for...
The Essay entitled “Following the Footsteps of
Ancestors...At the Mangrove Forest”

Written by Klanarong Deerod, a Matthayom One
Student of Wat Kok School, Bangkok
The good-humoured essay features about the
essayist’s direct experience after keeping observing the
movements and behaviours of the crab-eating
macaques in the mangrove forest. His thorough
surveillance is then used as the basic knowledge for
him to practise his khon per formance (a kind of
masked play).
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