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Poverty is always the popular issue the government in every era would like to get rid of it from Thai society. However, it is still
common in every community. Besides, the situation gets worse in certain areas.

One of the major causes of poverty that should be taken into consideration involves the relation between natural resources and
environment and well-being and income of local people. It is because the abundant natural resources and healthy environment
means the fertile source of food where people can generate more income. It is not exaggerated to say that the existence of natural
resources and environment can help eliminate poverty.
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Power The Thought H e ‘

Realising the mutual connection between the green planet
and poverty, the Petroleum Authority of Thailand which initiated
the Green Global Scheme then organised the seminar on “The
Green World of the Poor” on December 18, 2003 which was part
of the big seminar entitled “The Green World of the Poor :
Community’s Forest and the Inculcation of Morality”. The
seminar was conducted at the ceremony of award-winning
announcement and award bestowal of the 5" Green Global
Award which was launched since 1999.

According to Suraphol Duangkhae, general secretary of
Wildlife Fund Thailand under the Royal Patronage of H.M. The
Queen who took part in the session, poverty is originated from
personal selfishness. Those influential figures who arm with
power and money can't realise the unity of natural resources,
abundance, and prosperity of people. On the contrary, they view
that natural resource, forest in particular, is lifeless so it can be
deforested right away to make room for other commercial
businesses. Such viewpoint and belief has taken its toll on
the shrunk forestry land, the extinction of certain flora and fauna,
the acute shortage of sources of food. People can’t survive in the
original land since it turns arid and infertile. They can't generate
more income from selling natural products collected from
the wild. They then start immigrating to other areas, causing
endless poverty.

Later representatives from different regions took turn
exchanging their point of view and citing the problems hit their
community. What they presented to the forum truly emphasized
the close connection between green zone and poverty.

Let’s begin with the southern part of the country. According
to Cham Hunyek, a headman of Tung Ta Se village of Trang
province, previously the grant of concession on the community’s
mangrove forest covering about 2,000 rais plot of land had
resulted in the depletion of the natural breeding ground and
nursery home of aquatic animals which then led to drastic
decrease of marine creatures. The most critical event took place
in 1990 as villagers had to go catch fish far away from land more
than 3 kilometres, the furthest distance they had ever went off
shore. As a result, local people started relocating to big
cities and went abroad in quest of job, hence leading to many
social problems like broken family. Children had to quit school
and worked to make a living as their parents toiled in foreign
land. Poverty and infertility severely hit the community. Even the
women in the village couldn’t endure the crisis so they joined
forces together to take care of their regional natural resources.
They had different shifts and responsibilities to return greenery
to their natural legacy. Eventually the mangrove forest has been
restored to its original condition, bringing back the natural
breeding ground for the aquatic animals, the happy family and
strengthened community. This proves that if local people realise
the value of the natural environment and wholeheartedly pro-
tect their regionally natural heritage many problems leading to
poverty will not arise. Although many organisations regard Tung
Ta Se village as the poor community the villagers themselves
have never thought that they are poor since they now possess
the inestimable trove of treasure, in this case, the abundant
natural resource. Most importantly, they are not poor of wits
because they are able to wisely and appropriately manage their
natural legacy, thus making them more self-reliant and self-
sustainable.

The situation in the North has also been revised through
the joint effort of local people. According to Thanom Chuay-
ngarn, a representative from Mae-Wong - Mae Pern Forest Net-
work covering the whole area in Phaisali district of Nakhon
Sawan province, people also earn more income from the forest
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since they can collect wild vegetables thriving in the area all
year round. Various species of indigenous veggies such as mush-
room, sweet vegetable, and e-noon vegetable come out in
different seasons. Villagers can earn about 200-600 baht a day
from selling vegetables. Besides, they also serve as staple food
for local people. Blessed with natural fertility, the community
faces no poverty. But before living the prosperous life, villagers
had to experience the hardships since some influential
figures purchased the forestry land for the sake of speculation.
They destroyed the forest within the blink of an eye and
excessively hunted for wild products without paying no attention
to the survival and recovery of the forest. Consequently people
were left with the barren land. In an attempt to correct the situa-
tion, they then agreed to take the land back and kept their eyes
on it until the investors withdrew from the area. After that
villagers set up the forest conservation voluntary unit to protect
the different forestry zones. Regulations on collecting wild
products were also issued. People can gather as much as they
need by hands while modern equipment is prohibited. In addi-
tion, those outsiders who come harvesting the wild crops
must pay for the forest maintenance cost, 40 baht per person.
Villagers are also inculcated about the importance and value of
conservation work and the reforestation scheme. Currently, the
community can boast of its expanded verdant area and its
immense success in eradicating their destitution.

In the northeastern part of the country the situation is not
different. Through the determination of local people, the once
infertile land now turns green and abundant. According to
Amphai Silalert, a representative from Chat Village of Ubon
Ratchathani province, the community’s forest became unpro-
ductive due to the practise of mobile plantation during 1977-
1994. Worse still, the investor brought the land and developed it
for cultivating mono-crop, hence destroying the balance of the
forest. Left with the parched plot, villagers couldn’t make their
living from supplemental careers like planting rice, running
animal farm, and collecting wild produces. Their income
decreased to the point that they felt the need to take any action
to revise the situation. In 1995 they initiated the community’s
forest campaign. Villagers were assigned to supervise and
restore the deteriorated forest. Regulations were announced to
protect the verdant land. Besides, villagers relied on the jungle
law to seize the forestry land back from the investor. The official
community’'s forest was then established in 1998 with the
approval from the authorities. Although now Chat community is
still barren, impoverished, and empty the gradually recovered
forest is the beacon of hope for the villagers and the community
alike.

At the central region, natural resource was also severely
exploited. According to Saichon Puangpikul, a headman of Khao
Rao Thien Thong village of Chai Nat province, some two decades
ago the community encountered the problems caused by the
mono-crop agricultural policy which made the land devoid of
balance and fertility. Besides, depending on single kind of
economic crop had pushed villagers to face with the fluctuated
prices of agricultural produce. They all eventually plunged into
great debt. To deal with their difficulties, local people joined
forces together to manage their community’s last forest. They
needed to protect this plot not being developed into the agricul-
tural zone like the adjacent areas. With no financial support from
other organisations, villagers chipped in their time and money
and solved the problems on their own. At the first place, villag-
ers knew nothing about the community’s forest until they gleaned
more information that made them better understand of what
they had done. Through their cooperative effort, villagers
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are successful in bringing life back to their forest. Flora of
different species increases more, thus allowing villagers to
take advantage from their regional legacy with the more
systematic and sustainable management. Forest is closed and
open at certain seasons. This allows the bamboos to take turn
producing bamboo shoots all year round so villagers can
collect and sell them all year round too. With such regulation,
villagers can generate more income, about several ten
thousands a year. They now enjoy their better economic system,
recoverable verdant terrain, and virtually debt-free status.

The last experience came from Na Isan village of
Chachoengsao province. According to Liam Burtchantra, he lives
in the new community where most of the people moved from
the northeastern part of country so they don't know much about
the new homeland. Previously villagers practised the different
kinds of mono-crop plantations depending on the demand of
market and their life has been revolved around huge debt.
It was not until 1993 that a headman Viboon Khemchalerm,
a successful agriculturalist who practises the mixed agricul-
ture, came providing knowledge to the community. Villagers
learned how to work together to keep their land green and
fertile, then leading to the establishment of community’s
savings cooperative, rice, fish, and plant banks. Thanks to the
wisely use of natural resources, presently Na Isan village
becomes one of the most fertile communities in the region.
Besides, its population is self-reliant, no longer depending
on the outside market as they previously did. To achieve the more
self-sustainable way, people share the same principle of
“planting every thing they eat and eating every thing they
plant”. They neglect the practise of mono-crop cultivation that
heavily focuses on supplying produces only to the market. People
now live the prosperous life and are able to clear their debt
eventually.

Different experiences from villagers of six regions empha-
size that through the cooperative effort villagers can keep their
land verdant and fertile permanently. Besides, they also remind
us of the final result of exploitation over the green land. We can
take advantages over the forest in a more systematic way and we
must pay attention to the capability of forest to recover itself.
If we don't excessively exploit the Mother Nature we can live in
harmony with it forever. More importantly, it reflects the truth
that as long as the green areas still exist human beings will not
hit by impoverishment. These are the important messages
the Green Global Scheme is trying to deliver to all Thais in order
to raise their awareness about the great value of natural
environment.

Initiated by the Petroleum Authority of Thailand, the Green
Global Scheme was originated in 1999 with its objective to
support, promote, and encourage those people who make great
contribution to society as a whole both in the field of natural
and environmental conservation. And the Green Global Award
has been presented to the conservationists across the country
for five consecutive years. Besides, part of the campaign also
involves the seminar on natural and environmental manage-
ment. The latest event was held during December 17-18,
2003 at the head office of Petroleum Authority of Thailand,
Vibhavadi Rangsit Road, Bangkok. Totally, 21 awards were
granted : three awards for writing category, five awards for
individuals, five awards for communities, and other five awards
for youngsters.




