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At present, the commerciality of media, whether it be newspapers, radios, and televisions, have an effect on its
creative content and ethics. The programs that will give knowledge to develop the country, society and people have
reduced while the entertainment such as dramas and game shows has been on the rise. The content is less diversified
and fact is presented within limited scope. Pictures and news are repeatedly produced with bias towards various groups
of people. Media potential has not been used to drive the mainstream civil society as it should have been, not taking into
account the independence in the midst of intervention of capital owners and State power.

Dr. Somkiat Tangkijvanich, an academic from the Thailand Development and Research Institute (TDRI), has
presented a research that illustrates the overall picture of radio and television media business in Thailand that in reality,
who gains and how people as message receivers have been affected. He thinks that media must declare its clear standing
point to support or be opposed to which side, create balance in being resource for public interest according to the intent
of the constitution and communication reform.
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What is the direction and situation of media in Thailand
today?

I've done research about this with the support of Thailand
Research Fund (TRF) from 1998-2003. It is found that 30% was
news program, and the highest was drama. The most obvious is
What has

decreased is news and educational programs, which were

the rise of game shows during the past few years.

originally at low proportion. Dramatic reduction was news
analysis program. This is an example of how the situation of
education in these media. Education disappears from this
to appear in cable TV. UBC has some education programs.
The real education is in entrance tuition channel, Sukhothai
If the
meaning of education is broader, it will be National Geographic

Thammathirat University channel, which is specific.

and Discovery channels. However, the problem is that they are
pay TV. There is a wall obstructing the access to radio and TV
media for learning.

Free TVs also have very few and even fewer educational
programs. The existing ones are at unsuitable time because
prime time is very valuable for businessmen. It must be used for
programs that can obviously make money, which is dramas and
game shows.

Radios tend to be more commercialized. There are rare
chances to be real educational media. And the commercializa-
tion phenomenon that happens in radio is faster than with TV.
Several music camps have taken control of radio frequencies to
have their own channels. These programs are like game shows
and dramas on TV. It is the most profitable time. I can hardly
think of any educational program on radios, even the education
with a broader concept than in classrooms.

Broadcasting media is very worrying. The National
Education Act B.E. 2540 clearly specifies the right of the people
to use technology for education. However, seven years has passed
and there’s nothing tangible. The Act of Frequency Allocation
B.E. 2543 is also problematic. The National Broadcasting
Commission for television and radio has faced with the selection
process. In the National Education Act, the government hasn't
valued the use of TV and radio media in education though the
cabinet has policy and measure to use state-owned media for
education and learning of children, youths and family early this
year. Nothing is tangible. The resolution has no binding with



anyone at all. Even the cabinet may have forgotten it. Actually
it is with good intention but with no distinct measure, it will
a resolution that is not effective in practice. The situation is so
worrying.

What should be the quality of suitable media for education?

Based on the research in 2001, it is found that people watch
TV by 86%, listen to radio by 36%, read newspapers by 21%, and
read magazines by 13%. If you want to choose the media that
can reach people, it must be the one they have been watching
and the easiest to get the access i.e. TV, radio, newspaper and
magazine. Newspaper and magazine are the medias that can't be
intervened by the state but it can in TV and radio because the
state owns the frequencies that are allocated to the private
sector. It is, therefore, a condition that you must produce educa-
tional programs. If these two main medias cannot accommodate
education for people and do not stimulate people to learn, it is
hard to hope that there will be other mechanisms for learning.

TV and radio system is a 4-leg chair to have balance, able
to sit and be workable. There are commercialized TV and radio,
public one, community one and pay TV. This means that
Thailand has both commercialized and pay TVs but this is
monopoly for Bangkok only. The question is that where the
missing two legs are. The most distinct public TV and radio is
BBC, owned but not directly administered by the government.
And there’s no intervention. It's not the PR TV of the government
but a tool for education owned by the public. The public media
such as NHK and PBS is clearly aimed for education and culture.
It makes people smarter, able to adjust themselves with the world.
There’s nothing like this in Thailand. The closest one is Channel
11 but it’s geared to be PR channel for the government. Another
leg doesn'’t exist and it has been made illegal. That is community
media. The most tangible one is community radio which is
accused of being illegal. The public media can’t do that and the
community must get in to administer it. Thailand lacks these
two legs. If they exist, the existing system can be enhanced.
People of the whole society can be upgraded to be alert in
politics, education, and culture. It will be the media that people
nationwide at all levels feel their participation.

Resources Thai society has allocated to non-profit
educational media is only 1% of total money in TV and radio
media circle, compared to 20% allocated to public media in
Australia.

[ can bluntly say that to solve the problem, more resources
must be allocated to the public and community medias. This is

to allow people in the society as a whole
and those in each community to learn how
to solve their own problems because
education is not confined within the
system. An important method is to put up

fidadasnsanssiuns 53 Ntk WAy, Mednmigng
fFslalldlFqmentiuns 1 ongInsenilunsdnm  wdl
@ms%gmum%%ﬁﬂammmzmmnmmﬂ%daﬁnaﬁg
WOMIANHUATMIFLUTVOAGN LLNITU UALATOLAT
A v oA &M @ A Ao Py P
Blodudfnmen wef iifiuilozlsisudngldimy sdoanun
=} % [ 2.// 1:9: (% a =
I@ﬂmmammaﬂiﬂﬂmm U ADEITNUAIDIALEN
Y @ % a % [~ tdld % 1A
uddfle 2590 udnduwanumndusdlaifanasnsasls
[ [~ [~ 1 :\ﬁ:!l [~ a va 6
“ﬁ@LﬁauﬂﬂdL‘]J‘LLLL@S\IGWIVLNL‘]J%Nﬂi%i’ﬂdﬂa‘]_lm DIWNITD

9 1 S| '
QUAIITIURIIIN

@ d_d o & |
aNWaSUBY mwamsﬁnmm‘nmz Nﬂ’)‘iﬂzkﬂ%ﬂ&nﬁ‘l’i

'
o A

“andne) fimengiumaseushen eun tgain

o

Aav A 1 (% R v
foyaided] we 2544 aznuheuglnsvienifeiouay 86
WAnySovas 36 swmnils afnniosas 21 uazau
fiee 135aar 13 Memavian” afdslsemauiiees
d‘ A{ 1 v = 2 @ A o 6 a
1o afisynmugatuduazdhialdheffalnsvient Fng
W NN wazhiee 15 uSuvil aRNNLaYiey 19T
W aisgudhunsnusalsile ldluinglnsvieniinessy
. » 4 dde y Y aad
Wudreseduanunfiae s3ienTw  aviufitenle
F 7 2 o 1% ﬁﬂl L% (% ;J\’L 1 o
Idhaudashmamamadinm ta ssswmdnilisassy
(" =3 1 E £ = &
Mmsdn ssmsdnmmadlsznan  lainszdulfauEaul
[~3 (% 1% 1 = cid 14
finlsldennaziinalnfiGeuslé
A v 6 v XA~ =< = oV v
svuLAng Insvieniiuang 4 i A uea ke
Tamldda Fanglnsvieniadn awdiad Fnglnavient
10150u¢ Inglyavieniiifuvasgamu uag Pay TV fuah
Waslned“afiflumndiosduas Pay TV uéd WeIRN2IA
wwizlungomne daadedn aswnelilvn “adng
Invient 11suiidaiand e BBC Fosguiudnzes
ue s ledhanssmslesess teildunsnuss 1dle7a78u
A A v o & o | G A A B3 =2
\n3silatlsemn “Niusassy ueifiua3asilalimsdinm
war 1seduidves e~ e 1m19uraehy NHK PBS 9
ORI LEWEDINIEN Tamussan v Uz
amedsudntiunszn lanld shitludlaslnalid lndifes o
@ D o @ . o & )
Ao 11 weihwsindudasmns wmstsean USRIy
1 a [~3 =} 1 £ ° ra 1 = tﬂl
N Bnanf laifud g iRengnanudeda e
T JUssINAGuEafanstidnggnmugnnaim I
ngudion " ayNrURrs luSNBLALGa L NTUALL 0
w ¢ P P ) A A
wndneniaanan Fasmsuitumraaiadiy “san 3978

3o bilddasldguauuimsiams Usznelne



:1!/ Y A a :!I 3 M v 1 %
ne ot Hiday Susruuiduegld azdipansediy
AUTY “saanSantu Hanududinemsidios mednm
e ) d: dl t v YR a U
Taunsan Hu aflausdssmennasdud Nl U

L X deo . ve d_d s

VatinIwennshi “senlnede sbiiL aiomsfinm
o linianamlsfiiasdouns 1 90sdunavaaluisms
A a o 6 53 A ' = < A
g lnavient usithlugussmedusehonn 1osidadindy
o 4 as v aa 4oy
finsluflue saueiifie¥aras 20 wafidien Feshativusnn

Husslfaenthasudilymdasda ssinwennsly “a
d o d 4 X qa2 .
A 1m1sassuas " ogamuiiaan Iviasemaul snasan

1 al Dc‘ 19 o
wazan sz auiiasudiiymaasiies mne
P I 1A 1 ada o w A | o 2:

msdnsn bilddudluszoy 35 dydeilamifindids
wdnh“asndeudly T adunalnlums Heenui™n
I A 3 2 Q/:!J 4:!'9/ % 1 I ¥ 1 %
SaAadin wslieusndmunichemu sehssandnedieiv

[=3 Y a v s 1 A J
e 2 . 100 rﬂmamm @%sl,% JANN amaﬂuﬂﬁ% bLG

F9llle™ sfidszmmmdnidiaasotauiiase Newen
A & A & @ PR o
fyadss saagnruiiduanuneiennii sy yu
% o o
malddaiiia
n3tdnygNTUEIgNNaIMReNguanY RS
AMINIULAININITITIAT 10U FITRMs S euInggnm
pans usRuAfIATIhiuAe  aufivh laidasdinqgnuas
vl 1@ lunsaasmameaas il 0 7. Iusnfdesda 33
sl ﬂé’waﬁudﬁgmavlsﬂﬁﬁaaﬂﬁslﬁﬁizwﬁﬂ%’daﬁ
- S 4V e > 49 A,
959 astudnanduasineauliin 53197 aum. aelalldgm
T u NN L2091 AUILTTUIUTRTS  IWTIEREH
i lmiin afitaanannalsyluanifienn
1 13 [ Lo 1 e (%
MIUNTEYmMaLaasda ﬁslwmmmwsﬁma%wmﬁ
e 4o oA an Ea, . e
Tl amaﬁgamﬂi " afneauiiiides 9 fudes 11 7l
el “nuvu gas 9 wefieaulandlumednatlsem-
“Nusrasiguasnenenedy Bawndied  ugause 9a
=2 o = C a 1 v
menmsdnen lifeglu amsessitiey asiudaningas 9
azluymating weiSgLnaaasfivgas 11 13 wéinlmdu
"8 mIUNMeEuuieslssauas) a1adiasaannguaie
@ v Ad & o % | ad A @ &
natiu 67 af wau. muedaauwidsuamsveamsidu
aehsls sutszanmsnann b LLaw%mﬂmaﬁ%gLi”nm
wnsnuaalalls dassmaiamsleesieaidn sanngvane
L) [~ é!l % 6 ;; a 1 o ¥ A
Iotos 11 W alnaviens mnseliiaeded usasvilénse

=57 v P L. X A I Y A A G o Vv
\lﬁxlﬂ@]ad@”’)']iiﬂ']a&l Politic view Mia\lﬁ\l [RENRPNAY TWI']VL@\

the problem and use the media to help with the solution, use the
media as a mechanism in creating mutual feeling. That is to
make it a platform where local people can use. Lend Your Hands
to Help (Ruam Duay Chuay Kan) and Jor Sor 100 are also close.
People in society join hands and use them. However, this is not
what the people really own. The point is their objective is for
community and this is worth supporting under constraints.

As for community radio that is accused of being illegal,
there are draft temporary measures and criteria that stimulate the
learning of community radio. However, theyre temporary. Those
who do this will not be jailed and can continue with it under the
demonstration phase. If there is the National Broadcasting Com-
mission for television and radio, this must be reallocated. It's as
if the government doesn’t want people to really use this media.
On the contrary, the frequencies have been allocated to Tambon
Administrative Organization, which is not community of the real
people sector. Therefore, it's hard to hope that the media will be
free from benefits.

In order to solve the problem, it must be clearly allocated
how the government will manage its own media. For example,
right now Channel 9 and Channel 11 haven't been on concession.
Channel 9 is answering the question of being PR media for the
government and has tried to be commercialized while educa-
tional objective is not in this equation. Therefore, if Channel 9
wants to go to that direction, let it go. The government should
keep Channel 11 as the learning media of people. A law might
need to be issued. The best is an Act that clearly specifies how
to manage, where the budget comes from, and the government
cannot interfere with the administration. It must be managed by
the professional. It will be even better if a law is issued to stipu-
late Channel 11 as public TV. Whether it can be done depends
on whether the government has politic view. If so, it can be
done.

How does the industrialization of current media, whether it be
TV, radio or print affect the creative content?

It certainly does because the important mechanism of
media is rating agency. It is not so systematic for radio but TV
rating has instituted itself for a long time and is highly influential.
The method is to measure from people aged 12-60 years old in
order to produce programs that can satisfy the demand of target



groups, able to sell the goods. However, what has struck me is
the age range which can be interpreted that people below 12
years old and above 60 have no purchasing power. Therefore,
there will be no program for them. On one hand, the media is
rich but the country is poor, especially TV and radio. Advertising
budget grows faster than Thai economy by 3.3 to 4.4 times, but
the country is getting poorer. This is because with limited
advertising time and high cost, they must produce profitable
programs i.e. entertainment. This will worsen because as the
economy grows, the need for advertising also grows but the time
remains constant. The cost will be higher with more lost
opportunity cost. It will be harder to produce educational

programs. TV and radio are in difficult situation.

What is the appropriate ratio of media content?

The exact number can't be told and this will vary by
country. For Thailand, it's clear that the ratio is lower than
others. For example, there are 2 NHK channels in Japan, one is
general news and documentary, the other is particularly for
education. Education here means a lot. The teaching covers all,
including hobby. Australia has 2 public TV channels. ABC is
general news and documentary and SBS is specific interest e.g.
ethnic minority, less privileged and non-mainstream stories.

It's a long way to go for public TV in our country because
the idea hasn't started yet. It's the beginning of saying that there
should be one. It’s just a principle and it will take a long time to
become tangible. However, the readiness in terms of knowledge
is there. To do or not is another issue.

How is the media monitoring in Thailand?

In the past, there’s one form. That is monitor by the
government or the censorship agency which has been abolished
but the same kind of feeling still exists. The standard of people
in society is better but another problem occurs. That is whether
the media is responsible enough. In one aspect, we demand
freedom but it must come with responsibility.

There seems to be more freedom for the newspaper, though
lately there has been interference through advertising by major
capital and state enterprises. The Press Council is preparing
a manual for people to manage with the newspaper. For
example, what should do when private right is violated, what
we can do with pornography or false news. Many things must
be done to make people understand and know how to manage
media by themselves. However, what's getting worse is

TV. There’s no monitoring at all. Though some violent and
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improper pictures have been filtered and made blurred, the scene
of mother-in-law beating daughter-in-law can still be seen in
dramas. These are concealed messages and create the belief
that there’s no violence on TV, which is not true. Radio is far
worse because there’'s no monitoring mechanism at all.

The media, therefore, must be responsible. What I and other
academics as well as various civil society groups want to do is
to set up independent organization of people to monitor media.
These days it's easier in terms of technology. If this can be done,
it will be obvious how much bias is in media and people will

learn what is not right.

What about the progress concerning the problem of National
Broadcasting Commission for television and radio (NBC) and
National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) now?

After the senate had the resolution to re-select the NTC
due to non transparency. Now there are 14 to-be NTCs waiting
for the session of the senate. But the senate itself is struggling.
It is doubtful whether the senate is dependable.

The NBC is stuck at the selection process. It seems there’s
no host to restart it after the Administrative Court ruled that
the process had vested interests. A group of selection committee
has resigned while others still stay. The process stops here.
Actually it must be re-selected. In this case, there’s an attempt to
re-select only those who quit. There’s no movement now.

Frequencies can be allocated when there are both NBC and
NYC. In addition, the law on radio and television is still at
the Council of State. The cabinet has stalled this for more than
6 months.

What about the media reform?

On the government side, there are 2 parts for media
reform. The first one is to have NBC and NTC to allocate the
frequencies and issue new license. The other is to have laws,
which is known that it hasn't been worked out. The government
has frozen the law issuance and both NBC and NTC have been
stalled. On the people side, there’s a lot of movement but as the
government hasn't responded, it's quite difficult. For example,
community radio, cable TV. The reform has been going on but



not actually based on people. The monopoly of cable TV hasn’t
been managed. On one side, the piracy is suppressed but on the
other, the competition is restrained and monopoly is allowed.
Interest is favorable so reform cannot come true.

Community radio also gets stuck while cable TV is half
reformed and there’s no public TV and radio. If this continues,
there’s no solution. As a researcher on this issue, I think that if
we want to reform the media by relying on the government, for
example, we say there must be public TV and radio but if the
government hasn’'t done anything, it's dead end. Therefore,
we must have our own formula. For example, newspaper must
have the Press Council, which must be strengthened and ethics
violation must be reduced while preserving the right and freedom
of media. This is because if we want to make media really
responsible, the state intervention will be difficult. There’s no
reason to control. Another important issue is that there must
be a mechanism to examine the right, maybe by presenting
two-sided controversy in the state-owned media. This can
stimulate people to see the problem. The people side must do
whatever it can.

Even with the existence of NBC, NTC and TV/radio law,
it doesn’'t mean this will be complete. It doesn’t mean there’ll be
no fight of mother-in-law and daughter-in-law on TV. This is
separate issue. If mainstream media is not really reformed, there'll
be more intervention from the government. However, one thing
we can use is the alternative media like Internet e.g. online
With a lot of

intervention in newspaper while TV belongs to the government,

newspaper in Malaysia which is very clear.

Thai media may need to do the same.

If media reform can be as it should, will the situation be better?

The structure will be balanced. The chair will have 4 legs.
This means that people will be entertained because there’s
commercialized media. People will have knowledge to solve their
own problems. Those who want to know diversified knowledge
and have money can watch pay TV. This will make a complete
system. There will be a supervision agency like NBC on
concealed advertising, ethics violation, personal right, unfair
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presentation. However, it may be difficult to pin our hope on
NBC. This is because by nature, the issue can't be judged whether
it's violent like the case of mother-in-law beating daughter-in-
law on TV. This is not the standard set by the government for
the people. It must be operators who form their own professional
association, like the Press Council, and mutually formulate
framework.

If the reform can actually occur, a balance structure will
also happen. With all 4 legs, appropriate content will follow and
people will realize. We cannot specify the fixed system. If people
have choices, they will select what to view and viewer's favorite
will judge this. However, the “favorite” shouldn't be interpreted
into a narrow view as rating because this is measured from people
with purchasing power. People are regarded customers not
citizens.

How much can we pin our hope on the Constitution or the Act of
Frequency Allocation Agency?

I think that the Constitution is another institution that people
had pushed very hard then but if we think we can build a house
without maintenance, it's wrong, you cannot hope that after the
house is completed, you can live happily ever after. The hope of
the constitution doesn’t mean everything will end after we've got
it. There may be an amendment to the Constitution because
with the good intention then, the limitation and insufficient
knowledge may have led to problems now. This must be fixed.
At the same time, the Constitution also depends on organic laws.
On one hand, rules and regulations must be corrected. On the
other, people should do whatever they can first. Momentum must
be created for each issue. Media monitoring body should be
set up and should point out that the existing media is full of
entertainment, violence and advertising. One day people will
realize that something is missing and people will understand
that the two legs of media are missing. [ think there must be
several methods.

As for the Act of Frequency Allocation, it is hopeful that at
least there is preliminary standard. A piece of heritage is to
allocate 20% of frequencies to the people. Whether this will come
true depends on NBC, NTC and operation law. This can be
distorted all the time. If careless, it can be hijacked. It may be
a tiny basis but we should not believe that things are over when
the house is completed.



