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Tannividaan

Alternative World

“SANT'SU K” (Peaceful) Development
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Cruising along the roads skirting the valleys and
mountains through hundreds of curves with very pleasant
atmosphere, though we're leaving “Santisuk”, the story of
the development of Pong Kham Village, Lao Phuan
community situated in the midst of mountains and cool
breeze of Du Phong Subdistrict, Santisuk District in Nan
Province is still an impressive Santisuk in our memory for
a long time. And this will always be vivid every time we
think of it.

Memories from Temple Pavilion

Over 20 teenagers aged 14-19 years old, both male
and female were talking enjoyably while their hands
were busy with plucking Fah Thalai Jon leaves. Some were
pounding while others were slicing chili. All these are
the incident in the training hours of making balms, hot
compresses and learning of local herbs at Pong Kham
Temple Pavilion.

These teenagers are leaders of youths traveling from
Pua Chai Village, Phu Phiang Subdistrict, Nan Province for
study visit and practice in local herb wisdom at Pong Kham
Village.

It's not only youths from Pua Chai Village but there're
other groups of youths and adults from other locality
throughout the country who take turn to study, learn and
visit this village. This means that Pong Kham Village has
a very interesting model of development. The abbot of
Pong Kham Temple, Somkid Charanathammo, a developer
monk who is a descendant of Pong Kham for generation,
is a key to “arousing” this interesting component of this
village to the awareness of people.

Pong Kham is an ancient community descended from
“Lao Phuan”, a race with its own language and culture.
It has been more than 400 years since the day their
ancestors settled down at Pong Kham at present. The
duration is enough to enable the community to use
the knowledge gained from observation and learning
from local resources to develop into their own knowledge.
Pong Kham is, however, not different from hundreds
thousands of villages throughout Thailand that need to
abandon the knowledge and wisdom due to the impact of
economic development, started around 40 years ago.

The simple way of agriculture which has been
gradually lost, drought, lower productivity, deforestation,
young laborers who migrate into towns...These changes
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ABBOT SOMKID ALSO FOUND THE UNCERTAINTY AS THIS KNOWLEDGE
HAS NOT BEEN RECORDED AS WRITTEN DOCUMENT. IT MAY WASTE TIME TESTING

THE RATIO OF PLANT TO COME UP WITH DESIRABLE STANDARD COLORS.
FINALLY, TO MAKE THIS KNOWLEDGE CLEARER AND MORE STANDARDIZED.
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which seem to be common in the midst of change into
modernized industrial age have become uncommon in
the eyes of those who know, absorb and are related with
every inch of Pong Kham community all through their lives.

Many adults deeply sighed with undesirable changes
while new generations have to flow with the stream
though it is not their real desire. However, Abbot Somkid
is not one of them. He always believes that community
knowledge can be equitably sustained and developed
along with the modernity of global society. In addition,
“temple” which is the center of knowledge and faith of
community from the past to the present will be a merging
center of different ages.

The Meeting of Two-Age Knowledge

As a lot of people still yearn for the past but no one
has ever thought about brushing up the past, the abbot
of Pong Kham Temple began to seek out for the lost
wisdom. He dwelled upon his own childhood memory
in combination with talking with the elderly in the
community, plus trial and error, which has turned out to
be knowledge on using local plants to create colors to
hand-woven cottons.

“Fruit of Mak Kham Saet will give dark orange color.
Hom leaf will give gray blue color, but if it's fresh Hom leaf,
it will be green. Pu Chao and Kaen Khanun leaves will give
different tones of yellow. If any plant has astringent taste,
bitter and sour e.g. Ma Hae and teak, it's good for cloth
dyeing as the color will not run. This knowledge has been
transferred through words of mouth.”

In concurrence with knowledge discovery in the
locality, Abbot Somkid also found the uncertainty as this
knowledge has not been recorded as written document. It
may waste time testing the ratio of plant to come up with
desirable standard colors. Finally, to make this knowledge
clearer and more standardized, the abbot cooperated
with academics from local tertiary institutions and requested
the funding from Thailand Research Fund (TRF), which
results in the community research on “Development
Process of Natural-Dyed Cotton of Ban Pong Kham.”

The integration of local wisdom with modern
knowledge by using such catalysts as microscopic color,
Ca(OH),, alum water, mud water, and alkali water, in
combination with raw materials that can create colors
has enabled 1 raw material to give more than 1 color. For
example, Malabar almond leaf that used to give only light
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brown color but if cotton dyed by Malabar almond leaf is
further fermented in alkali water, it will turn into dark red;
in mud water, it will be black; and in Ca(OH),, it will be
dark brown. With such process, natural raw materials in
Pong Kham Village can give more than 120 colors for cloth
dyeing.

Towards Mutual Benefits

The result of the research does not occur from the
consultation between the abbot of Pong Kham Temple
and academics only, but also local villagers of all sexes and
ages have been intriguingly induced into the participation
process. All parties have reaped the benefits together with
the love and pride for their locality.

Cloth Weaving Women Group of almost 100 women
is the direct beneficiary while the elderly in the community
looked livelier when researchers or new generation
interested in the old knowledge talked to them. Children
were attracted to working process as assistant research-
ers. These kids learned from their talks with local people
to collect information and practiced simple experiments,
which kept them amusing and connected with the
community. The quest for knowledge would also become
their habit, which is another by-product Abbot Somkid
wants to instill in children in the community.

"At first, | thought it would be boring but it's become
more fun. | feel that in our village there're a lot more to
discover and start to think that when | grow up I'd like to
be a researcher on natural resources and community. It
will be even better if | can study to the Ph.D. level and
research what is beneficial for the community | live.”

Wittaya Punthongma talked about his feeling when
he was 14 years old. It is not certain whether when he
gets older, his dream may change. However, at least, the
feeling at this age shows that the desire of Abbot Somkid
has been materialized.

Apart from creating colors to woven cloth, Abbot
Somkid and Pong Kham community inhabitants who have
realized the potential of their community have cooperated
to establish various development groups e.g. natural
agriculture, youths for environmental conservation, local
pharmacist group, etc. Sometimes, the development
direction of Pong Kham people is updated, not diverting
from the thinking foundation of focusing on making
valuable use of local resources.

“Salet phangphon (Barleria lupulina Lindl.) can
absorb the poison. Phlai (Zingiber cassumunar Roxb.) is
a painkiller and provides heat, helping with the flow of
blood and gas. Boil this with other herbs with the healing
properties appropriate with each person, and pipe it into
small cottages built for local villagers to fumigate and
breathe herbal smell. Everything can be found in the
locality without buying.”

Pong Kham Village today has herbal fumigation tents
that are as valuable as sauna or aromatherapy treatment
popular in the capital.

These are some examples of peacefulness (santisuk)
of Pong Kham Village of Du Phong Subdistrict, Santisuk
District in Nan Province...the peacefulness from the
selection, thinking and doing of the community on its own.



