


1$avainun
03
Cover Story

Tasvnisuluraniu
1

AIUWS:S150d18
NIAAWS:UIVIA

SNd ws:ususiBdUuuln

Naogdi

SMALL HOUSE IN THE FOREST Project According to the Royal Initiative of Her Majesty the Queen at Doi Dum
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After wandering about in the pick-up truck for 4 hours
from Mueang District of Chiang Mai Province on curvy
roads unendingly cruising through hills and forests in the
midst of natural freshness of recent rains, we arrived at
the destination, but not the final at Wiang Haeng District,
a small district hidden in the mountains, under the
administration of Huay Nam Dung National Park, near the
border of Thailand and Myanmar.

When the wheels crushed the last stretch of parched
soil and stones, villages in the woods in front of us in the
mountains, actually they are not woods but forests. Though
most are man-made forests, it shows that man and forest
can comfortably live together. They belong to each other
that can fulfill each.

At the entrance was a sign written “Doi Dum Small
House in the Forest Project according to the Royal Initiatives.”

And this is our destination.

The Doi Dum Small House in the Forest Project
according to the Royal Initiatives is under the jurisdiction
of Management Office in Conservation Forest 16, National
Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation Department,
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment.
Mr. Patisuntharn Rojanakul, Chief of the Project, led us
through the project, a modest start of something great,
starting from the innermost, a location of a small school,
with two classrooms and two teachers, 16 students from
various hill tribes in the project. The school is open from
8.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m., with pre-primary and primary
levels. Central language is the medium of instruction.
Adult curriculum is also provided in the evening for any
parent who wants to study.

The school uses the curriculum of the non-formal
learner-centered education. If learners are ready to learn,
teachers are ready to teach. There is no attendance
checking like other schools because sometimes students
must miss the class to help their parents with the farming.
After that they will return to the classroom. Teachers are
to provide knowledge, take care of children and cook for
them. The utmost happiness of teachers here is when
children come to school.

Even though the instruction here is up to Primary
6 level, while the secondary level must be continued in
Wiang Haeng District or Mueang District, the laying of
significant foundation for children is regarded valuable
responsibility teachers take with guarded jealousy.

Her Majesty the Queen visited Doi Dum area in
Mueang Haeng Subdistrict, Wiang Haeng District in Chiang
Mai Province on January 21, 2002 at 4.20 p.m. She
initiated the idea to establish the Project of “Small House
in the Forest” by assigning people in the project to take
care of and rehabilitate nearby forest. They should also
serve as border guard. Consequently, the Royal Forest
Department issued the Order No. 1961/2545 dated
September 23, 2002 appointing the Workforce on
Demonstration Project of Man and Forest Living in
Sustenance as “Small House in the Forest of Doi Dum in
accordance with the Royal Initiatives.”
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Background of the Project

"We should practice ourselves to cook without clearing more forests. I've tried to find a place where man and forest
can live together without exploiting one another. I've tried to find such a place for a long time and recently found out with
assistance granted. Otherwise, people would say that if there’s forest, it means that people are worse off. They‘re not
making their living because more people are born. | would then say that without forest, water would dry up more.
Underwater and other kinds of water would dry up. Therefore, we must try like other countries where man and forest can

live together. We may support them with mushrooms. | don’t know what kinds of mushroom would sprout up in the rainy

season. We have a lot to study.

resources without giving them any chance.”

"His Majesty said that those who preserve forest are good. He said that some weeds and grasses haven’t been

tested in the laboratories whether they’re medicine, maybe for heart disease. We clear the forest and destroy our own

The Royal Remark of Her Majesty the Queen, April 24, 2001
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Physical Features, Weather, Water Sources,
Forests and Wildlife

The project area in general is mountainous and creeks.
Plains can be found in valleys and along banks of Hat River.
The altitude of operational area is 1,200-1,300 meters above
the sea level and the highest point of Doi Dum is 1,767
meters above the sea level.

Doi Dum has its name because it is the highest mount
of the river basin. It is a cleared mountain, covered with
black Tak Suea Grass. Looked from afar, it is cleared black
That's why it's called Doi Dum and is the
mountain ridge separating between Thailand and Myanmar.

mountain.

Twenty years ago other grasses did not grow well but most
of the forest has been recovered. In the replanted forest,
three-leaf pine trees are heroes because they can grow
well with clear different colors from grasses. Other trees
have been planted recently but the small ones are avoided.
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The weather is cold all year long as it is on high
mountains. Annual average temperature is 19°C while
the highest in April is 26°C and the lowest in January is 9°C.
Water for development, consumption and agriculture is
from 4 branch creeks of Mae Hat River and the River itself,
which is the major one flowing through the center of the
project area.

The forest in the project area is quite rich tropical
mountainous virgin one. The upper area on the west of
Mae Hat River is the rehabilitated forest of Mae Hat
Watershed Management Unit. On the east is the
reforestation area. Wild animals found in the area include
elephant, barking deer, deer, bear, wild boar, jungle fowl,
reptiles and birds.

Nature and Objectives of the Project

Small House in the Forest Project is aimed to organize
people to live in groups around the National Reserve
Forest and promote supplementary professions for people
for better livelihood with sufficient income to support
their families. This would stop people from encroaching
and destroying forests and help to preserve forest wealth.

The vision which is regarded the mission of the project
is to make people live and eat well, with patriot conscience,
environmental care and sustainable sufficiency. The project
will develop infrastructure, living quarters, land and public
utilities, promote agricultural, livestock and fishery
professions, support fine art profession, provide non-
formal education, public health services, and safety
protection. Training sessions on the nationalist conscience,
environmental care and no-drug involvement will be
provided together with the design of environmental and
watershed ecological system rehabilitation activities.

The strategy of the project focuses on livelihood
development for people in the project to be strong,
self-sufficient and able to live with forest in sustenance.
Procedures are implemented in 3 steps as follows :

1. Fulli.e. livelihood development

2. Warm i.e. security creation

3. lIdeal i.e. conscience creation.

The implementation direction is to follow the
development direction of sufficient economy, develop
and promote profession of people in the project by
cooperating for coordination with related agencies
through integration. The participation of people is also
encouraged in thinking, talking and doing activities.

In order to maintain major objective i.e. fulfill the Royal
Initiative of Her Majesty the Queen and find methods for
man and forest to live together in sustenance as well as to
be information in specifying implementation direction in
preserving forest resources in a permanent manner.

With forest and appropriately selected area, people
in the project must also be selected. The project specified
that people to join the project must be poor without land,
diligent and no involved with drugs. They have been
selected from 4 hill tribes i.e. Akha, Lisu, Lahu and Karen,
five families from each tribe, totaling 20 families.
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The First Small House in the Forest Project

In June 1992, Her Majesty the Queen visited the people at Than Samai Village, Mahachai Subdistrict, Pla Pak District, Nakhon
Phanom Province and found that people there and in nearby villages were poor. Some of them encroached and cleared the forest in
Phon Sawang National Reserve Forest to fell trees for sale. She, therefore, commanded the establishment of the SUPPORT Project
at Than Samai Village, Pla Pak District, Nakhon Phanom Province.

People from 11 villages in Mahachai Subdistrict participated as members. Her Majesty the Queen also initiated the
preservation of watershed forests and organizing living areas for people around the area and in Phon Sawang National Reserve Forest
to live in groups. Concurrently, supplementary professions would be promoted for better livelihood of the people with enough
income to support their families so that they would stop encroaching the forest and help preserving it to be as rich as before. From
such an initiative, Her Majesty the Queen established the Project and named it “Small House in the Forest”.

In addition to the project at Than Samai Village in Nakhon Phanom, other projects in the northeast include those in
Pha Nang - Pha Kerng, Pha Nang Village, Pha In Plaeng Subdistrict, Wang Saphung District, Loei Province and in Nom Klao Village,
Bung Khla Subdistrict, Lerng Nok Tha District, Yasothon Province.
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Twenty families from 4 hill tribes, totaling 80 persons
in the established village of Doi Dum have been provided
with houses according to their tribes. They live separately
from one another. The nearest distance is 100 meters
and the farthest 200 meters. The first priority is the 100
transplanting rice fields prepared by the project, averaging
5 rai per family. Vegetable plantation of 1 ngarn per
family is also prepared near their houses. In addition,
there is a food bank of 3-4 rai. Another 4 rai is for fruits,
some of which have already been grown by Agricultural
Extension Department. That is oriental persimmon, of
which productivity depends on the significant factor i.e.
water taken care of by Irrigation Department. The result
will be witnessed in the next dry season.

With land, rice, vegetables and fruit, Livestock
Department also joined by supporting the breeding of
3 animals i.e. duck, chicken, pig. At present, villages can
sell 45-day-old pig for 500 baht each, which has added to
their income from agricultural produce. Villagers are also
hired by forest officials to rehabilitate ecological system on
a daily basis. This excludes the support from SUPPORT
Department, Office of the Royal Household, in promoting
silverware and cloth weaving professions which can add
more income for families.

Differences and Similarities of Doi Dum and
Other Small House in the Forest Projects

While Small House Projects in the northeast are the
areas where people have lived and the project helps with
their improvement, the project at Doi Pha Hom Pok, Mae
Ai District, Chiang Mai Province, Huay Ya Sai, Mae Suai
District, Chiang Rai Province, Nong Ha, Chiang Kham
District, Chiang Rai Province and Doi Dum, Wiang Haeng
District, Chiang Mai Province are different from the
models. That is the areas are vacant, where no one ever
lived before. The project must organize various systems
and restrict the number of houses. People who are not
selected and outside the project cannot get in. It is
established as permanent villages and people spend
their lives there with government officials looking after
according to their expertise.

Despite being fully equipped established villages,
there may a question of why or what is hoped for from
a small group of people totally pampered like this.

Subtle Meaning

Her Majesty has a determined resolution, “Without
water, every life is terminated.” To preserve water sources
for the dependence of all earthly beasts should be the most
important. It has been Her Majesty’s idea for a long time
to make forest beneficial to people by teaching them of its
benefits and by showing them the practice that forest
belongs to Thais as a whole. This may to a certain extent
reduce tree cutting.

“Those who have a chance to learn and read a lot
should cooperate by sacrificing their private time taking
care of farmers to be happier. This is to take care of their
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benefits in an appropriate way, not to make the poor make
us richer. Thailand can be a perfect democratic country if
we help fighting poverty, hunger and lack of knowledge.
Just like what His Majesty the King said to BBC report when
asked what His Majesty was doing at the border surrounded
by soldiers, whether he would fight with Communists. His
Majesty answered that we're here because there was no
water. We're fighting with all kinds of poverty to make
Thais real free, appropriate with democracy supported by
you al

On December 21, 1982, Her Majesty the Queen
visited people at Suk Kasem Nirat Phai Forest Temple, Nong
Phai Village, Khok Si Subdistrict, Sawang Daendin District
and found that there were 2 groups of villagers here. One
was well-to-do and from questioning, their profession was
cutting trees for sale. They had large houses with 50-60
rai of land each. Another group was very poor. They lived
in poverty-stricken conditions without land. Their health

™

was very poor. Upon returning to the Phu Phan Palace,
Her Majesty commanded Colonel Raywat Boonthap (his
rank then) to have an audience and made a remark,

“These people must be explained of their environment
that destroys the country’s future and their unknowingly
by cutting down trees and confiscating large areas as their
own. They cannot use all of that and have left them
vacant regrettably. No matter how much water is created
and how many reservoirs built; if it doesn't rain, what are
they for? Khun Raywat, please help dividing the land I've
rented to villagers with no land. We must build Ban Pa Rak
Nam (Forest Loves Water Village) to be Small House in the
forest so that villagers with pitiful plight can live and we
will teach them to make use of every inch of land.

“Initially, we must help them to have salary, rice
barn, rainwater tanks for year-long drinking, cows, carts
for carrying things. Carts in the old times could carry
anything. All families should breed chicken and let their
children have eggs to avoid being undernourished and their
brains grow accordingly. Every house must have cloth
weaving equipment, grow mulberry to breed silk worm.
They should weave silk cloth for their use and sell it to the
SUPPORT Foundation. We must advise them to do the
gardening for their benefits e.g. cultivate mushroom, eggs,
grow mangoes, bananas, tamarinds, Sesbania, papaya,
Simaroubaceae, chili, garden vegetable e.g. onion,
cucumber. Men must learn to cultivate sprouts and
reforest. They should grow valuable hardwood trees e.qg.
Shorea, Iron Wood, Ormosia, Pterocarpus, Cassia, wild
mango. They should grow Sesbania and Acacia as
caretakers so that their leaves would fall down as fertilizers
They should grow silk-cotton trees
around their houses, collect pods to make down quilts and
sell them at SUPPORT Foundation for further sending to
soldiers and police at their bases.”

This is the kindness of Her Majesty the Queen who

for surface soil.

cares for her subjects very much. Her Majesty has such
a resolute determination to stop the water shortage as
forecast by the world experts to happen due to swift
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Her Majesty the Queen noticed that northeasterners faced with water shortage. She believed that forest could absorb
Her Majesty invited people to contribute to reforestation, starting on
December 20, 1982 at the foot hill of Phu Pha Lek, next to Kham Juang Reservoir, Ban Tham Tiew, Moo 2, Song Dao Village,
Song Dao District, Sakon Nakhon Province and named the project as “Forest Loves Water.”

At the start of the project, Her Majesty grew 100 Pterocarpus, iron wood, Sor wood (Gmelina arborea), Australian
Wattle, and Eucalyptus on 1-rai area to allow villagers to see the right way to grow. Her Majesty assigned 35 families of Ban

Tham Tiew to preserve the forest and gave them 3,000 baht per family. She also rented vacant land from people and
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deforestation. She also has a subtle judgment on its cause
and solves it by instilling the conscience in the first place,
like the following Small House Projects.

If Forest Loves Water Project is to campaign people to
help with the preservation of forest, a source of richness,
Small House in the Forest Project has a subtle meaning. Her
Majesty wishes to establish the project along the border to
bridge the loophole. It is widely known that drugs usually
get in along the border conveniently because no one is on
guard. Importing speed pills is not seen or known. With the
project established, villagers will be on the alert. However,
before that stage, they must have good quality of life.

Small House Project helps solve many problems e.g.
poverty, no land, economic, border. \When people live there,
they would be assigned 2 missions by Her Majesty. First is
to take care of environment, trees, streams and second is
to be border patrol, to be on guard, whether it be security
or drugs.
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For villagers, this is their permanent home. In addition
to sufficiency so that they do not have to cut down
trees, they are also border guards. Her Majesty wishes to
gradually instill into them the conscience, which includes not
only drugs but also environment. Initially, they would be
hired for reforestation. Concurrently, they are taught to
learn of benefits of forest in providing water. This gradual
instillation will make them have bond with forest and will not
hurt it. The society and the area there would be sustainable.

Mr. Patisuntharn Rojanakul, Chief of Doi Dum Small
House in the Forest Project said,

“We expect that the ecological system will not be
bothered by local villagers who have come from different
places with different ideas. We look at the strength
in sufficiency too. Initially, we need to feed them like
babies. Government agencies must help them in all
aspects. Then, we must develop them to help themselves,
organize their own meetings among their groups and
society and we withdraw to become mentors, except that
they really can’t help themselves and this is what
we're worried about. There're 2 things: conscience and
patriotism, drugs and their strength. They must have their
own leaders.

“If one day in the future, families and communities
expand, the land around here can still support that. One
way is to do intensive agriculture. As permanent villages,
communities will expand. We hope that when children
grow up, they will move into the urban society. New
generations replace the old ones but today we still cannot
predict that.”

The Small House is planned into 3 phases, 3 year each.
After the infrastructure is completed, the first phase is
started, which is the behavior adjustment for people who
used to clear forest, do farming without plans and control.
They will be change to stay put. The second phase is to
create conscience in parallel with behavior adjustment.
The third phase is to test the ideology. Mr. Patisuntharn
believed that ideology would come with conscience, which
must be transferred to the next generation. If it can be
transferred, it's over; it means the project achieves its
objectives and villagers can be self sufficient in their
earning and strong mind.

Another pride of the Chief, apart from seeing his
“villagers" live well, have conscience, love forest, and not
get involved with drugs, is that Doi Dum Project would be
among the first schedules of Her Majesty when she visits
Chiang Mai in winter since her initiative to establish the
project in January 1982.

“In the second year of Her Majesty’s visit, which is
the first year people lived in the project, Her Majesty asked
whether they quarreled. On January 11, 2003, Her
Majesty asked whether they grew sesame and | answered
quite a few. She said that it was beneficial so we
coordinated with Agricultural Extension Department to
grow sesame. Her short saying is regarded significant.

“Her Majesty would arrive at 3.00 p.m. and go back
around 6.00 p.m. She would work with villagers, reading
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their names, bibliography. One is a Lahu named Abu.
He's so lucky. Before Her Majesty's arrival, the front end
would come before and ask villagers questions. The
answers would be recorded. Her Majesty read that
Mr. Abu lived here and told interviewers that he's happiest
when living here. Her Majesty was very delighted and read
out to her retinues three times. Since then, she recounted
this story in many places. The Chief of Office 16 is also
very pleased and mentioned the story that the Watershed
Unit working together like this has made villagers happy
and Her Majesty was also contented. This is the gains
from the contribution of many agencies.”

Words and Mouths of Villagers

Phor Luang Si Salai, Leader of 5 Karen families smiled
happily when asked whether he was happy to live here.

“I've lived here for 2 years. The livelihood is better,
better than living down there. At first | lived in Wiang
Haeng. There's no land to make a living. | was poor. So |
applied to live in the project. Now everything is better,
the best in the world. Simply speaking, living with Her
Majesty, I've been given everything, chicken, pig, house.
Today, things are better. We have fish to eat. Her Majesty
makes everything better. Children have a chance to learn
due to Her Majesty's prestige. | think it's my good deeds
from the last life. Though we're poor, we can have the
audience with Her Majesty and have been provided with
several things. It's the highest prestige. Her Majesty cares
whether Her Subject would live well. She sends them for
professional training at Phu Phing. Here the weather is
good. In winter, there's frozen dew. It's very cold. In rainy
season, we dam up water for further use. Irrigation has
made water reservoir for us. Water can reach every village.
Every house has rainwater tank for consumption. Every
family has solar cell. Everything is convenient.”

Phor Luang Asang, a Lisu, is the next habitant in the
project who talked to us. The difference between these
two is their race but the similarity is in their radiant smiles,
eager eyes and good-mood talking, with clear happiness.

“I've lived here for 2 years with 21 villagers. | used
to have an audience with Her Majesty and she asked
whether living here was good. | said yes; it's better than
before when | lived in Paek Saeng. Moving in the project
is more comfortable. | grow purple cabbage, broccoli,
with good productivity. Now I'm self sufficient. | haven't
sold outside but | can grow for my own consumption.
The remaining produce is traded with other tribes.

“I'm happy living here. | won't live down there. This
is enough. The weather is good and pure. Living here is
like taking care of forest. We don't get sick. The weather
is good and people don‘t get ill. The catfish can be eaten.
There're 200 in a well. We've pig, duck, chicken, fish, rice,
vegetable. This is enough. Have enough to eat is happi-
ness.”

While talking, Phor Luang showed off a small well
near his house with catfish and walked us around to see
edible fruit trees.
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Close by were government officials from many
agencies talking to people about water problem.

“We would let them do first. We only give basic
suggestions : how to get water, which way to lay pipes.
Their learning will be developed until they can think and
do by themselves. Phor Luang of each tribe will be selected
by villagers. They're dependable, reliable and look better.
They can help when there’s a problem. With water tanks
up there, if the water system is good, agriculture will have
no problem. Pipes can be extended. Some plants like
coffee can be grown in the forest. But now water can't
flow well. We don’t know why. The problem must be
quickly fixed; otherwise, it won't keep up with the
season.”

Then, Mr. Patisuntharn, the real head of the house,
turned to talk to officials and villagers very seriously.

The 4-wheel-drive car of the Doi Dum Project, which
is used to take officials and villagers who are ill beyond
the capacity of Medicine Pavilion of the project to doctors
in Wiang Haeng District, was waiting in late afternoon
for a special mission...dispatching visitors who were
curious about the Small House in the Forest Project and
Things have been
thoroughly proven and it is time to go back.

had to see with their own eyes.

Nevertheless, they still hung around to take a look at
cute sheep herded in clear pen. The caretaker is a small
family with a toddler who sent doubtful look to visitors,
similar to that in the eyes of the sheep that when time
has come will be haired cut for the warmth of villagers in
this valley. Certainly, the sheep is one of the visionary
initiatives of Her Majesty.

Some villagers were weaving cloth while we were
walking by. Housewives smiled shyly when asked “Having
fun?”. The reply, “Yes” came with honest smile. Some
invited us to see pigs, ducks, chickens in the pen and those
that were eating on the ground and said that soon they
would be sold.

Many houses of all tribes were watering and
breaking up the ground energetically. Non-toxic vegetables
were budding, looking appetizing. Villagers said that
they would not live elsewhere. Here, they have vegetables,
fish, rice, chickens, pigs, ducks and all life necessities.

Today, it is life beyond their dreams. It is the
contribution of all who cooperate, wishing this small
society to be of quality. Maybe this is the society dreamed
of by city people.

On the road to the exit of Small House in the Forest
was well-lathed bamboo, carved into letters, resting firmly
and prominently seen from afar, representing the heart
of villagers and all Thais.

The letters were short but impressive.

Long Live Her Majesty the Queen.

’
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