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“I want to clarify why we should preserve forest.
It’s not as animal lodging only but the most important
reason is water source.  We should be grateful to our
land.  We call this land motherland because it is where
we were born and it has supported us for over 700 years.
We, therefore, should nurture this land to sustain its
richness.”

The Royal Remark of Her Majesty the Queen on
Her Birthday on August 12, 1992

It is not only forest and water, even wildlife is also
known by Her Majesty as reducing in number.  Some are
even in near extinction.  Her Majesty has tried to solve the
problem by finding small animals e.g. chickens, birds or
mouse deer and releasing them into thickets that will be
safe for them.  Her Majesty has also made an attempt to
find larger animals, large enough to release them safely
into refreshing thickets e.g. mountains where people have
infrequent access.

“To build rich forest and release animals there, let them
depend on the forest by sharing it with man.  This should
be possible.  Only man doesn’t hurt the forest.  Therefore,
in degrading forest, we will rebuild it.  Let people live there
and create forest at the same time.”  Her Majesty calls this
“Small House in the Forest.”  This is Her Majesty’s concern.

Consequently, the Small House in the Forest Project
in accordance with the Royal Initiative was materialized
firstly in the northeast, then in the north.  People are
organized to live in groups, with profession promotion,
better livelihood and enough income for the families.  This
is to stop forest encroachment and to preserve the forest
to return to its wealth.

“Those who have a chance to learn and read a lot
should cooperate by sacrificing their private time taking
care of farmers to be happier.  This is to take care of their
benefits in an appropriate way, not to make the poor make
us richer.  Thailand can be a perfect democratic country if
we help fighting poverty, hunger and lack of knowledge.”

With such a visionary idea, today, the Small House
in the Project in many districts and provinces are
growing strong.  Strong here means conscience and their
possessiveness of their motherland of hill tribes who once
sold drugs, cut down trees, did not take care of water
sources.  Apart from being physically and mentally strong,
they are also border guards, preventing other nations to
trespass the sovereignty of the land with “Her Majesty” as
both forest and water.

“I think it’s my good deeds from the last life.  Though
we’re poor, we can have the audience with Her Majesty
and have been provided with several things.  It’s the
highest prestige.”

A hill tribe man of the Project recounted this with
the highest loyalty in his eyes and manners.

Our appreciation goes to Mr. Patisuntharn Rojanakul
and officials of Small House in the Forest at Doi Dum
in Chiang Mai Province who supported the trip for this
story.
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