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Thai Power in Tribute to Her Majesty the Queen
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Thai Power in Tribute to Her Majesty the Queen
was the topic of 19th PTT Art Contest specified by PTT
Public Company Limited (PTT) and Silpakorn University
specified on the occasion of Her Majesty the Queen'’s
6th Cycle (72nd) Birthday Anniversary in 2004, to
allow youths and Thai people to pay their loyalty and

honor to Her Majesty's prestige. With respect to
this occasion, PTT was honored by the presence of
Than-Pu-Ying Pharani Mahanonda, Her Majesty’s
Deputy Private Secretaries, in recounting Her Majesty’s
activities gracefully contributed to the well-being of
Thais. The revelation was aimed to inspire youths and
artists participating in the Contest to create pieces of
art works in honor of Her Majesty.

“Her Majesty started her royal functions in
pursuit of the Royal Paths of His Majesty 54 years ago.
She has learned from the Royal Project of His Majesty's
Initiatives and implemented various projects in
supplement to His Majesty’s. About 30 years ago,
following the big flood in Nakhon Phanom Province,
His Majesty initiated long-term assistance to the
people. Their Majesties mutually contributed ideas.
His Majesty took care of people’s living, agriculture,
and water sources while Her Majesty looked after
families and health care.
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“Her Majesty consequently instituted the Founda-
tion for the Promotion of Supplementary Occupations
and Related Techniques (SUPPORT) to preserve
handicrafts and create supplementary earnings. She
has sought out for nearly lost local art and supported
local people to do extra income-generating occupations.
These local people have been accepted to learn various
art occupations and are able to create fantastic works
to the world. Her Majesty is very proud of SUPPORT
members’ works and always uses their works by
herself. She thinks that Thai cultural circle is grateful to
them and always admires their works in front of her
audience.

“During the past 12 years, since Her Majesty’s 60th
Birthday, her functions have been noticeably increased.
She said that the more aged she is, the less time she
would have for such duties. Therefore, she has to work
more. During the past 12 years, there have been 38
additional royal projects throughout the country e.g.
model farm for hill tribes to learn how to domesticate
animals on the plateau, Macadamia growing, potato
growing for vodka making, etc. She also established
158 rice banks nationwide so that people can borrow
rice to feed their families. Upon their harvest, they can
return rice without interest payment.
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"“People have questioned why Her Majesty still has
strength to perform her functions despite having worked
hard and sacrificing her own money. Her Majesty
replied, “My loss is the profit of the country. As a Thai,
I must return the benefits to the Motherland.” This has
made her go on with her works.”

From what Than-Pu-Ying Pharani recounted
through the media as the inspiration, plus experience,
imagination, impression, and loyalty of Thais from all
walks of life, a total of 688 Thai artists both youths and
adults turned them out into 785 pieces of art works
under the topic, “Thai Power in Mutual Tribute to Her
Majesty the Queen”.

Emeritus Professor Prayat Phongdam, Chairman of
19th PTT Art Contest Selection and Judge Panel, said,
“The topic this year is a graceful way of communicating
about Her Majesty. The contestants not only commu-
nicated about her in a direct way but also interestingly
conveyed other hidden meanings, such as Thai people
way of life. In the adult category, one was a pork roast
merchant circling around the date August 12, written
“Make merit”. This shows that Thais always remember
Her Majesty, wherever she performs her functions.”

On June 5, 2004, after over 6 hours with almost
800 pieces of works, the work named “Mutual Tribute”
of Mr. Chote Kaew-la-iad from Nakhon Si Thammarat
Province was unanimously judged by the panel as
“excellent” of the adult category. The work “SUPPORT
Center in Chitralada Palace of the Great Queen” of
Master Sarun Chan-klang from Assumption School in
Rayong Province was granted “excellent” award for
not-over-8-year-old youth category, the work “Her
Majesty's Prestige” of Master Ekaphot Saengsurichai,
from Charnwet Suksa School “excellent” award for
9-13-year-old youths and the work “Thai Power in
Tribute to Her Majesty the Queen” of Mr. Santi
Niamkham from Pak Chong School, “excellent” award
for 14-17-year-old youths. These young and adult
artists will be granted the awards by Her Royal
Highness Princess Soamsawali in July 2004.

PTT also expands the loyalty to Her Majesty
Queen Sirikit through art works to various regions, by
coordinating with Thaksin University in organizing the
art contest for youths in the south for the first time and
Chiang Mai University for northern youths for the 5th
year under the same topic. Contests in both regions
are live painting contests at youth level. The ruling would
be made on the contest day. PTT also put all art works
awarded from the 19th PTT Art Contest on exhibition
in combination with the live contests to open up the
perspectives of Thailand's art works.

After that, the art works from 19th PTT Art
Contest “Thai Power in Tribute to Her Majesty the
Queen”, the power to reflect the loyalty to Her Majesty
Queen Sirikit through art works, will be back on
exhibition at Art Center, Silpakorn University on July
12-30, 2004.



