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What is the overall picture of youths today? How
serious is it?

Looking at the overall picture now and at their
behaviors, there are 3 major issues being talked about
all the time. The first one is violence, which is a prob-
lem itself and is also concealed in other problems.
Violence in children has obvious statistics. The group
with highest problems is the transition period of
teenagers and youths. They hurt both themselves and
others. Suicidal ratio in Thailand is on the rise during
the past 10 years, from 3% per 100,000 people to 7%.
The age group that ahs the highest suicide problem is
still teenagers and youths.

The second problem is sex. The statistics that
confirms this is the ratio of new AIDS infected people
are teenagers, which is the same throughout the world.
The old infected ones are adults, as widely known.
However, right now the newly infected are more teen-
agers. Their age seems to be lower too. We can see
how unsafe their sex life is, no including social and
mental problems, owing to their sex life with indirect
impact, whether it be abortion or undesirable pregnancy.
There are many others concealed without figures or
tangibles and are related with what's been talked about
a lot. That is pornographic media with children as
target group as major consumers and in the cycle of
production and distribution.

The third problem is regarded to lesson as a prob-
lem but it still exists. That is the drugs problem. If
drugs also cover liquors, or other substances, we'll see
that situation is not better, despite war against drugs.
However, new statistics of new addicts have moved
after eradicating the old groups and sending them
Situation about drugs has sent some
signals. If we integrate this with the problems of liquor

to treatment.

and cigarettes, it will be clear that the consumption rate
in children hasn’'t reduced. Cigarettes, on the whole,
seem to be under good control but in teenagers this
hasn’t reduced. Not to mention liquors, especially drink-
ing rate at community level is a very basic problem.
Drinking has become an accepted culture. We feel that
this attitude has changed. However, if it goes on like
this, with easy access, there’ll be more addicted. The
addiction is hard to cure, because it has started early.
These three are major problems.
we're talking about the fourth one, which in fact has
overtaken others. It is safety, especially road accidents.

Right now,

Major ones are with motorcycles, of which most riders
are teenagers. It happens almost every day with higher
rates of injury and cripple. In the long run, this will
cause national economic loss. There’s a survey about
losses from accidents. If not mistaken, Thailand’s acci-
dent rate is the 6th and economic loss is the 2nd. This

is because if the loss happens with teenagers, the time
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lost is long. In addition, if we look at other accidents,
not the traffic ones, this may occur to smaller children,
which is found to be a lot too. This is partly related with
liquor problem, followed by fight and violence.

However, there’s another interesting issue. That
is intellect crisis, idea crisis. The newly emerging
attitudes and values will affect the way of life of people
in the society. Talking about sex but not only sexual
relations and their consequences, we'll see that with
superficial and unstable relationship, there’s a question
that in the future, what wedding and married life will be
like. What about drinking and smoking children, which
is known to affect brain and physical development, what
their lives will be in the future? This is the attitude
toward living together in the society, which is another
hidden crisis. It may be even more violent.

Another intellect crisis is consumption problem.
We've found that now we're in a society that teaches
a lot about consuming. We consume everything. Hap-
piness is enjoyment,; it's overlapping as one. Everything
must be fun first. Patience is denied, so are hard work
Everything must be easygoing, comfort-
able and convenient, which can be bought.

and sweats.
Money
dictates everything in life. With this concept, in the
future, there will be what economists say, economy is
on spending. It sounds good but actually by social terms,
it's not. This is because the real economy must occur
from investment of money to create products, hard work
to create productivity, not from spending, buying, and
selling. This doesn’t affect only economy but also
society because when life is stuck to these things. The
way of life will be superficial. Therell be an attitude of
prioritizing on oneself. Social feeling will be lost, which
is another crisis we need to find answer together.

These problems are learning that will lead to
accepting change and make it pass best. If were just
worried and shocked with teenager problem all the time,
it doesn't help. We should learn with them. However,
some matters must be managed or put in order. Every-
thing can’t be all free. I believe that if we compose
ourselves on the principles of how to manage teenager
matter in the way we want, it won't be successful
certainly. Now what we talk about a lot is learning
process in the main system; that is family and school.
Secondly, learning is beyond the main system, espe-
cially youths. They learn a lot from outside, from friends,
media, environment, community, society they see
everyday. Therefore, the main system shouldnt shut
itself out. Otherwise, they can't keep up with it.

What do you think about the attitude that “Teenagers
are problems”?
I still insist that actually the behavior of the

majority is not seriously problematic. It's the nature

18

LAZIAAUNUAETILT  ATOTINT SULNASULEZANITIWEN
%aﬁwﬁ@ﬂmwwmaztﬁ@mmmtyl,dmm,mwgﬁwaww@
{ms waniueny a efiieauangi@me Hanlsifio
a"@mmsl,ﬁ@aqﬁﬁmmaﬂwamag’é’uéfm 6 WAYSHIIMT b
MNLeTEgNaLaUM 2 WEENAANN mz:yfa&lw,smﬁm AN
- e Siry a4 M oa,
Anana etk uliuen uammrmmiﬂ@aymmam sl
c @ | @ AV A <
AT ludnidnassnueafinuni lldoy 9 undk
[ % % 6 o dl & a v
Al “wiusiuioymises 31 MAKEMINEAEINM M1 1
ANNTULTIFN)
: X . 4 A E o a
usllwrngidenah wlanilafedu Aaingamatlygn
ANDANNANINAR Fheieuafilasmiununsaee iAo na
o 1 a 1 adadAaan 2 % 1 % d‘
Numamwama’mmmamﬂﬂﬂu saNeo b W ALITDILNE
N UNDIANIEMTRLNE “NRUS LazNaTNN 9260
AN NSNS TLUMLRNY Hans “NRuS T lsuassiaie
ﬁm‘sél’a@immdﬂuﬁm%’wwﬁwgﬂLL‘ummL@iNmua::%mmaum%a
aznfluaehsls wdeludnfiduman LUV BSSTIuANANan TNy
FOWAININIIN NOILAEIIIMY AAAEMNITILEY I Tudawin
A @ | @ A @ Al Yo @
gastanavdiuacnels iwSasmasiauadicdams HaInsaumv
. w He o o 4 4, .4 .
3 san auiihdnoednuuuviliigeusy T9913383UlIINT
. ¥ - p
maeﬁﬂﬂmﬂuaaamgmm
amngemailyaniifess Aellgymiasmsuslnafim
wuhaneiinaglu“sens audasmstslnasnn | wynetha
AN gagiieny yn MudeuwduSaadeaii ynathaen yn
Pnan aemulsiien suwsinlaiien azlsndinsamuasusslaion
198 1Y wer ¥en ssuuient Sududimnue
Y A 1 An o ‘E—l/ (v v & o Y a AI dl
Gmemﬁamﬂwmm ToeienizitluTndnantnasyin liie ™ 9
viniesegen asueniduenugiafiaguugmansmsdae g
infloudiudiasen) udlaems senlsls msesgiafiuiase
ALFDHAANNMIAILIIAIYUIND TNRARERN RN
e WRenande lsAeanms Faegasnanaly Felle
NITNLIRWILLATETTANG Inasia “IANeIE INTIEnaTinfinay
U I BARAANNALRLTNINT TG SaAaTEEa9
[ [~ ] R % £y @ a
msdeaiulvg ANNT N9 sausiumaly Afwinge
ANLULAG DTN WSO
fnwatifiumsBeuifashly ‘mezessuanulfe-
All a g o U ] Ddd‘ % el
utlasiiReauuasyin sl leaa A DDV @nan
anlafuiigvisqusgaaaanmiuiherlslaild Wosudd
agBauismtumnanathsls usinadasidosiamevdada
sufeumilowiu bilsdmnathsaz Svae Gohdhdsiuuuman



HazdamsiFasiugmnatslfidhszuufmdoms suld 15
wivou eauliBasimeaeiwgasnnfanszuiunszeusiioy
o A (% a o dl A a ra
Tusruvindensauniuarlsedou Sui asfomsGeuitiann
i uszuuvdnlesemedyaiEases nEauianuen
FTULLDENYTIINGNANDY “8  MWWINADN 1N “Saniiiiuag]
Y agiuszumdn llensadatusiies Iiaehaiuaglaiviutu

a [~ 1 (. Adll PP | 9
Aawdinas lsaatidwadnidn FuguAailgm

aEngiuL NpI1R39 LLé”ﬂ@aﬂejﬂwmﬁmaﬁwq@ﬂﬁm
miaﬂé’fﬁﬁzymﬁ‘gmmﬁﬂ Juduilymorssnnfaniuas
Toqu wounufnwnusasdsTundilymansiies Elugmz
%@1walﬁﬁﬁ’jwﬂuﬁmmL@ﬁauvl,mmﬁmiwaq@@ueluﬁfaﬁm
AV Aid a maa L4 g 4
zalalldBesRinUndvisauilom trmitaentae wladaaiausnn
Turnueidndrsaz o wlasoaNousane sufaamuiy
DI VLQJVL(;]JLLUEW'TﬁHQSﬁQQVLﬂ;ﬁZyW] ?Jué’wmgmmjﬂm;i
a a % (% 9% (9% 1 ] 1 £ 2&/
mm‘sau‘guasw@umm'ﬂﬂmmmmmm‘:;mazmwmmmuv[ﬂ
Fugllng) fsialliFosn

= (% [~ (% 1 1 dl [~ [~ =}

Tuangfenfuidassansuinnguiiuiiomyuusedis
waziimsensdszdiuniomes MunadangaisLadads
dhilgymeaaudeann duimsfunilasmauagng 51151”1&@

o G 1o A @ ) X |
FLUUNANe %mmmﬂuﬁzywmaamﬂLmafﬁumugmu o83
Gosesauedy  mwinedeneen dulldhogs Winasiiiym
Py e vaN age) enthsstnaninduifio Nk
WIags Homanil auvieuafiSaunerquLIILaTIIN 16N
Sunwnisfiaesnlilises Sasmsdadaulums sen 50935
fednauaen  weffslanuTasuwlariuiivilaaseuung
o (% [~3 1 1o o A % ] Aan 1 A\/L
amuasmL@mLaaﬂaqﬂmymaaLsyugLLazmwmmmmu 1iloe
Afuuuren leadrsieaasan @nfAdsvhuinfiaasdiesle
w1 o ehaiinnn V\TQN‘[@EJ‘E’JNSQ\I/%@Q:\ILSJ\M WLLNNNDN wel
[~3 1 [ 1 dl [~3 = ) A £ &
BN aﬂmyaﬂamag Tuameiidnansuniandaad
WNTNLTIUNIDENIF NN YAT BT

a v d' Y a 1 g
aﬂmaswnmemLWlﬁWNingWWﬁN
dl a [~1 % dl 2 13 a 6 1 a
3099 LLAATINNIINERLADIINNTIAILAR) 117799
P @ o v A & A v @ @
ud i SenuuuSuEghann lUvsanan FIHNDNOUNHIUALD
AJ gcz 1% [~ ] o £ =1 a
18U Tanauinduua MmlmAeny wenlumade
Sunazagsmiulddaudrofionadongn 9 udluamudenti
nﬁamaﬁmﬂmﬁmmm UNHUeLNEaIMILA INe YNaehs
N X . - o
mﬁmmmu‘qﬁmLLaseﬁammvl.@mm SYULRAULLAT e

2717 17 anNAd

of their age. People at each age will have their
own problems. As a psychiatrist, I know that there's
a mental movement of people at different ages, which
is not abnormal or problematic. At one period, they
will be very interested in friends while at others, they'll
pay attention to different-sex friends. This is according
to their age. It doesn’'t mean it will lead to problems.
I confirm that a large number of children have teenager
learning and development, pass through to adulthood
and keep on going.

At the same time we must admit that therere
some with serious problems, which ahs expanded to
a certain level because their surroundings are favorable
to problems. There are several changes. If we look
at major systems, we'll see why children and youth
problems have erupted, families, surroundings, for
instance. Staying put, children can’t have problems
themselves. Or in social terms, all of a sudden, speed
pills have widely spread with more addiction, or a lot
of pornographic media that instill in them the violent
sex. A number of children can’t survive. There're also
social distortion and many kinds of thinking but I still
believe and insist that in
the social system and chil-
dren themselves, a large
group are learning and
passing through their lives
with their own dimensions
and age. They can do their
duties; otherwise, society
on the whole can't stay. It
will be even worse. Most
children are still OK while
for some, we have to get

involved more.

What are the root causes of these problems?

The thinking system is what we have to analyze
well, whether our society is too much receptive. In the
past it was our strong point, which still is. It has
enabled us to open up and live together with high
flexibility. At the same time, everything has rushed in,
coupled with consumption values. Everything can be
made into business. This kind of thinking system
is prevalent. It's bad, if everything in our society is
business. Attitudes and values will change. If we let
this thinking method grow, eventually, it will be beyond
control.

As the society is turned into teenage merchandise
market and advertising, how does this reflect the
quality of future population or adult?

The consumption issue will be more serious
because right now teenagers have incredibly become
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major targets of all merchandise. It has been talked
about a lot, like a struggle of ideas. For example, on-line
business has youths as its major target. We need to talk
whether it's the law only that should control it. The
control can’'t be absolute. Laws must me amended
to keep pace with technology. In addition, should
producers, organizers and on-line service providers have
mutually agreeable new custom? Not law but mutual
practice, which is another strong level with more
coverage and quicker response. I think the system will
be much better, by helping one another. A higher level
is no custom, nothing at all, just our conscience, which
is the highest ideal.
benefits only, but thinking about the future what will

The conscience isn't based on

happen to our youths and then decide to do the best,
even on the day everyone says why doing this. These
days, a question is posed on those who do good deeds.
This may be a model of thinking system of youths
in social terms. That is we're not denying economy
or business by creating value; however, how it can be
balanced with social conscience.

Last year, we made a survey of children about
three kinds of happiness in their lives. The result is that
the first ranking is wealth while happiness in the family
is next. This has reflected social concept that has been
lost, which is quite tough. In the future it will be struggle
and competition. Generosity will be decrease if it's so
strong to the point that everything can be sold. Life
target, which is the optimum happiness, is money and
wealth.

In the past, if anyone makes money with
children will be strongly reprimanded. However, now
they're going to say, children want to do business, of
which reason is unacceptable.
science. It's been talked about that some are obvious

There must be con-

crime but some are gradually started. We must create
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social and thinking systems that making money with
children is very bad. Or adults hurting children is
not acceptable.
created so that we won't just sit by, watching. The
community mechanism can help a lot. In fact, a matter

This social thinking system must be

of children is what’s on our mind. We're concerned and
want to good things for them but sometimes we feel it's
none of our business. People should take care of their
own children. We'te now back to community process
and find that it can be restored. There're compassion
and forgiveness between children and adult. Thinking
method in working with youths has been changed.
There’s more participation.

What are mutual solutions to youth problems?

Firstly, we can't use only one specific solution.
Don't pin our hope on only one method. One measure
is suitable for one situation or one problem only. For
example, the internet problem, we can’t put our hope on
web guard only because we usually find this syndrome
in Thai society. When there’s a matter, we're going
to say it's like this. It's like only one medicine for all
diseases. Thai society must learn together not to think
on this basis. There must be favorable and complemen-
tary measures, simultaneously implemented.

Secondly, we must support and do it together.
We need real and intellect knowledge base. There'll
be talk and exchange to create understanding. This
affects the policy a lot because each policy issuance will
have extensive impact. If the policy isn't based on real
knowledge development that this method does really
work, there’ll be wide-ranging positive impact. On the
other hand, if the measure isn't based on solid ground,
hasn't passed knowledge development process or good-
enough idea, the effect will also be wide-ranging but
not in a positive way. There must be working process
here.

Next are children, which is important. They play
a part in managing problems and solutions. Therefore,
when we work, we must understand youth group
process. Now, there've been a lot of attempts to work
with youths. Some are the organized ones. Sometimes,
support system for this is not continuous, resulting in
jerky runs. On the other hand, we can’t hope that
children will be interested. There must be options
or spaces for children to participate in working for
themselves. This must be seriously and sufficiently
planned for those problematic ones.

What do you think about potential of youths these days?

They have both strong and weak points. The
strong one is that they grow up in the technology age.
Their thinking system or idea is progressive or leapfrog.
They're born in the period when anything can really
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happen.
waiting. They're on the potential of self development.

They can see everything possible, without

They're swift and move forward with everything. Their
learning on the whole is also good. It's diversified. They
dare to express themselves. They have self confidence
but underneath such strong points it's natural to have
weak points. Because they live with swiftness, superfi-
ciality, or what can suddenly do, they're impatient. They
can’t wait. They're hasty. The language used is short.
Therere also a lot of false in the fact. Technology has
replaced reality, called as “fake” by teenagers, which
didn’t exist in the past. Ithink this is a matter of period,
and it's not serious. If the thinking system - thinking
process, information reception and management,
decision making process - the major concern of their
living, which is not only receiving but learning from it, if
this system can go along well with their lives, it can
support their natural strong points.

Right now, do adults provide opportunities or space for
youths?

It's open because technology partly makes it
open. Internet, for instance, has reduced constraints.
However, asked if it's actually fully open, those in this
process still feel that adults are still very worried, so
much that youths can’t do anything by themselves. We're
still overprotective. Protect and manage by adults first.
We're partly open but some thinking process is still
hovering between old and new. They're still young. We
can't let them free. We still give them a lot. Some still
fill out entrance application forms for their children. We
think it shouldn't be like this. In a dimension, we must
learn together with them.

How should parents these days raise their children to
know how to think with immunity from increasingly
complicated environmental and social problems?

Our old idea about looking after children is based
on framework and method. We will designate some-
thing e.g. be orderly, talk nicely, don’t put up your feet
while sitting, etc. We get stuck with behavioral format.
We forget that our children are with out-of-home system
a lot. Or even in the house, they're with the internet,
which is outside the house. Everything can penetrate
our house. What can we do to enable them to think and
decide by themselves? Behavioral format isn’t enough
and maybe isn’t applicable for the present. Sometimes,
parents must overlook some of their children’s behavior.
They should be able to talk to them about thinking
method and catch up with what really happens in
their lives. Today, it's not enough to tell them, “Don't”
because they may not have these at home but they're
ready to have access to these things all the time. There’s
only one way - talking to them about thinking method.
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Parents must be open to talk. Don't start with the
feelings that it's impossible. It’s better to learn together.
At the same time, let them decide more. Let them
think by themselves. The talk must not be based on us.
Just create decision making from them little by little. If
we spend more time with them, and have time to talk
about general things, we will find that children will gradu-
ally accumulate the ideas from parents more than
outside and this will be integrated as their identity
finally. T'd like to tell parents that we're very influential
on children but it means that we must do it, not only
expect.

What are the roles of Population Health and Risk
Reduction Program, Thai Health Promotion Foundation,
in this respect?

We know that in working with children and
youths, therere other partners in the society, such as
those major organizations like family, school, religious
system and other civil bodies that occur by themselves,
as well as various networks. What we do is like we're
lubricant. Our job is to make fact appear that in work-
ing to solve youth problems, which one is missing, which
one is rarely done. And here we fill it up to create good
working process. For example, right now we know the
making of youth basic information in areas because
taking care of youths must be allocated into areas. We
can't sweep over all 18 million youths. It's impossible.
However, if the area level is strong, the working will be
strong. Now we know that area-level situation has only
raw figure, we then support research work called Child
Watch to look at the problem of youth movement in the
area. We analyze and find which part is missing and
then supplement it. Those who are working on youths
can use this information to make it better.

Secondly, we know that a lot of people are doing
good things but there’s no place to create synergy and
turn it into issue or create talk. We then begin to find
the link, like match making because we're stuck in the
work we must do. We're on the outside and can see
what each organization is doing, which ones can match.
Those resources working on children can meet one
another, make them stronger. Working as network can
create the movement of existing power in the society.

Thirdly, from the driving movement, we will find
how policy concerning this will have extensive impact.
There will be some changes in a sudden. We will catch
the movement as policy issue and propose it for deci-
sion. This can create modification or change. We work
by using knowledge base. We find the missing points
and fill them up. Then we use this knowledge to work
with many others who have been working on it, pro-
ceed as a movement and finally reach the policy that
can halt the problem to a certain extent.
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