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Unendingly flowing clear stream, black fertile soil
and vast green forests — this is an important area for
food production of communities. However, today, with
the rising number of people, insufficiently good
principled development and the lack of conscience in
preserving livelihood area, many communities have
realized and cooperated in stimulated the unity of
community residents so that all wake up to demand for
their losing lives. Several parties and various voices
joined the seminar on “Return My Life Capital, Join
Hands in Solving Soil, Water, Forest and Community
Problems” on December 22, 2004 at the Conference
Room of PTT Public Company Limited. The seminar
was warmly participated by communities throughout
Thailand, and the topic was extensively discussed.

The life capital of communities is the manage-
ment of resources in the area or the management of the
world of life by creating connection with communities
and resources. Before the communities can manage
the life capital, communities should know their basic
right, which is a justified one in managing forest,
soil and water that can be managed according to
the democracy principles. Such a right is a part of

Community Forest Act, which is in the Parliament now.

The life capital of communities is composed of
3 major favorable parts: human capital, which is a sig-
nificant capital in driving communities, institution or
organization capital, which is the network of communi-
ties and local administration bodies with important
roles in taking care of local resources, and intellect and
knowledge capital, which is what Thai society needs
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very much now. If everyone knows the right of these
3 capitals, he can demand for the justified rights and
make use of them in the long run and in a sustainable
manner.

Why do communities need to demand their life
capital back? This is the question many communities
prepared their answers to tell others in this seminar.

The first one is the Green Global Award Receiver
of Individual Category in 2004, who inspires the com-
munity and creates it into a famous tourist attraction
of the province, Subdistrict Chief Somchai Lao-sakun,
a community leader of Baan Tha Phru in Krabi Prov-
ince. He talked about problems in the area which had
occurred because the community did not take care of
resources. They were also due to poverty, the lack of
good fishing equipment, illegal fishing, destroying
marine animals and young coral, and issuing mangrove
forest concessionaires and turning them into charcoal.
To solve the problems needs both law and weapon in
arresting. Later he tried to let the community take care
of resources by using systematic tree cutting i.e. cut
only in dense forest. After fighting with violence, Mr.
Somchai could take the community to development.
“Natural resources are the capital that can be rehabili-
tated, developed and extended for the benefits of the
community. They can be turned into ecological tourist
attraction, creating revenue for local people.” NMr. Somchai
added that creating life capital back to the community
can make the community love their homeland even more
because the restoration and utilization benefit everyone,
especially in economy and living. “Resources in Krabi
are significant. 80% of Krabi's revenue is from tourism
and the remaining 20% from fishery. Therefore, resources,
soil, water and forest are important to Krabi, Phang Nga
and Phuket provinces.” When resources in the area
can be allocated to create revenue and benefits to
communities, they will be more unified in mutually
taking care of and protecting their homeland move.
“Resources depend on how communities use them,
whether it be preserving or destroying because these
two are inseparable. Worthwhile and preservative use
will make our resources last in sustenance.”

3 g

losauusnaadesneiagnlan”@en Ussom uyaea

Usedd 2547 filqnie Minguen  SHegumaduunaeiosiien
G789 In Mk w7 WA Na Mhgnrwiuying Jamia
4 dye o a X odda Ko o, g X,
szl dsldrnuaniafetigmluiuififiedslugsowmrhiin
2 | o A A A
Fumanngurnliguaninenns emaennau, malidiesasdle
fenwalunsiseas vhdszasAanguanayas “afhuay
Uzgm¥sTusausmunn uazmsoan “vsnhfmeausnh
3 J R v 9/2//
Huen msudlafiygmassguaudsdiosldisnguranauaze1ys
Tumsdunu deanldnenenaldgamdnanguaninenns dalsl
aehaflusrundadiaamneluthusiug whiin leemdsannmasia
AILANNTURIILAT THUU NTIIWILNTUNT | NITHE U
o = = 1 o , A P
NINENTLUNUNINUY AW Floganzensnans 3N
Uslemiungurule vnfhuuvasisaiiendeoysng  Hamels
unenluguoulaiduaenod” wananiiiiis smedenaal u
Bnims Hapuiieldnaudu guaudness Bevhligueusnin
W uFARmIeINN TN WasdhamaNmuazsnan sy lemils
Haurnneu leswmzsuessgiannsduoy wiwens
d’ d’ =1 4’ 1 2o o 419/
Anssiiiusovlng neldsmianseidsasay 80 ananms-
viouflyd Ansoas 20 MINMILaEaN AIkuSaImIneIns
o i1 1hlsf Sedanm eysiatuiisaniansed Won upsgia’”
Wovninennsluiu?l wnsnshanda 95 $emeldnoyselemd
whgaau  ABevh Wgaeu dadsiniugua  Unilasueind
Thufeanndelin “niwennstiu Suduagumsiguaurhanly
Nlaehsausnmsornate wszia aediiuenispan msly
pehssanieuueysne sy insnennsvoan 18 lioehodoin
wig wysal Miu fusz meneiadreganiie Sawia
daelusl Aarfsan wnaudl asfianuannaia bl vutie
gasgumwmelUfusiiemeesmesy vayuiindumn e




gnsaunlaemesy Anenenalewdn mavamndian lugseom

lsaTaaruaenl wu naspyinudusymae/lu
gl flo TSl weiate el [N3es Sayaein
Wiiunasyunyiu 1 dmvmeshels WararuldiGuan
1 vl Fnmendiu saslafionuluss rsdmrlofounud
sulibingsia msedn s mensydudiounar $158a iin
Ireulupmumasauluiiuiisaudnoldidnendl wsmgua Snm
e unaerh 1 AammenATnmuaY Sranudin i

NAUAY FNTUINATIVDNATOILENNTN GRusNasNITINiL
quadamsth, auSnERugUe uavidan e AR uananit
wel Ngiﬁﬁﬁﬂé’lﬁaﬂ%@a@iam@%Tgslﬁaaw%uﬂammﬁmaafmﬁm
wazgaanlaIndstu uazaalFguawmdn lUsl usian a9
ﬂ?ﬂNﬁ@LﬁHi%ﬂﬂI@iﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁLﬁB?%@dﬁuﬁadﬁu W YTk
=Y £ 1 1 o ! 1 dl =) Aan (%
i guan ananegsaiuthld wnzdlathdevudiomdn
gumuiavsiuguayhamAwmasiiliueehed
nntlymihussuvasdiwimemewite asnmsldfidss U
Hyvnihiuguaagudentu ainans sysalvaseahuasluh
fgan Jysol o4 Wonunussvie desndunaaluaios 1eidne
LLazm@%gslﬁ “wtvnuthAuenewdhaniuass thinanaeds
Thudsled enandienaduavimasnda splnsuazonaunlaivge
Wida ndedaiiing auviislionanunsafiuenuan ae
o 2 ~ | [ v ° a 6
Pasrswennsvinstusa lle we Sew 1159718 Usemuasans
a o 6 I & A L% £ [
Avinsi lgusawfianiaussio S9M3auAAE555N51Y (aaN
360 WBThY WeVinsiiulasgnviaendise Lﬁasl%ﬂaqwﬁmi@ia:
MBI U mmmuﬁmﬂﬁﬁu@u‘a:'uwé’ami"m@LLa%ﬂmﬂwﬁaaﬁu
FINNUAWILDEN9LTD LLaz@uwﬂmmLﬁMﬁmu AATHEE
3%y ANMIEHUTINTU YN TUTINTU I@mgmmgﬁm

Futhuasgamufiazdinshae laide dvhmenh s “od 1aidu ol

717 15 aNad

Mr. Somboon Khamwon, coordinator of Lum Nam
Ping Network, Chiang Mai Province is the second to
narrate his experience. He said that life capital of the
community has been lost with the word development of
the public sector. “Return our life capital because we've
been bullied by the public sector that has tried to throw
money and development into the community, changing
local people’s way of life. For example, the Village Fund
is problematic right now. Villagers can take it but their
thinking cannot go along with it. They don’t know how
to add value to the 1-million-baht village fund. When
people get 10,000 baht, they've been tempted to buy
a mobile phone instead of doing business because their
idea can'’t keep up with this.” Stimulating and creating
conscience for people in the community and in the nearby
areas can get them involved with taking care of and
preserving Ping River. This important river is a means
to solve problems and create life capital back to the
community of the Network, through the cooperative
measures of managing forest, preserving fish species
In addition, Mr.
Somboon also called for the public sector to listen to

and linking it with their way of life.

the ideas of villagers and communities more and asked
communities to express their opinion in every project
that is involved with the locality. Mr. Somboon insisted
that communities can live with forest because when
forest is the principal life capital, communities will help
looking after this living source at their best.

From the problem of forest and watershed area
in the north, the south also faces with the same problem
of forest and community. From the wealth of watershed
and forest at Banthad mountain range, they have turned
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into a small stream. The public sector granted forest

concessionaires to the private business. Large forest
has become tree-less one. Greenery and food and herbal
sources have become unrecognized. A small woman,
Mrs. Soi Bamrungchat, President of Banthad Mountain
Range Tropical Forest Protection Organization of
Nakhon Si Thammarat Province, cannot stand seeing
the collapse of local resources anymore. She has fought
for her home, locality and descendants. She has fought
for her home, locality and descendants, by using the
strategy of continuing the intention for later generations
to help protecting local forest with people of her age and
the elderly in the community, resulting in 3-generation
camp. This can create the learning of community by
community through the rule of living with community
forest i.e. no tree felling, no animal poaching, no marine
animal catching during spawning season, no fish electro-
shock. In addition, the wood used must be useless one.
The camp will be organized twice a month in 3 prov-
inces i.e. Nakhon Si Thammarat, Trang and Phatthalung.
More importantly, the learning about community forest
transferred from adults to children and from children to
teachers has been integrated in the local curriculum of

4 schools in the areas as the pilot project.

Though sometimes, Mrs. 30i has.been badly re-
garded as fighting for her own benefits, she never gives
up or is discouraged. She still keeps on fighting. “If [
want to do it for money, I won't. I can live comfortably
with rubber cutting. ['ve done this because creating
conscience is demanding for permanent life capital. We
use conscience to tell them that if a lot of trees are cut,
what will happen to us, to community, watershed and
nearby areas.” With determination of a southern girl
who is prepared to fight to the last breath to keep forest
for later generations, “I will fight till the end of my life
and instill this in my descendants until this life capital

has become a foundation for our children.”

If a water lizard is the index of maximum wealth
of the sea, Baan Bang Hia in the former times, with the
new name of Khlong Dan Community, should very well
tell how rich the food source, closest to Bangkok, in the
past. Nevertheless, today, such a Southeast-Asia-large-
scale project as the waste water treatment project is
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changing Khlong Dan. “Why are we opposed to the
project? This is because the public sector has destroyed
our capital. The state’s mega project has destroyed our
life capital.” This is a reflection from Khlong Dan of Mrs.
Dawan Chantharahasadee, Khlong Dan Community
leader in Samut Prakan Province that still reiterates the
demand for life capital of the community. “If we don't
demand for life capital, what will we left, which is not
money. Money doesn’t mean capital. Money can't buy
the way of life, nature and environment. It can't take
away all smells and trashy sediments. FEnvironment
That is life.
capital. It's our life capital.” The fight and the opposi-

is the most precious. That is our social
tion to Khlong Dan Waste Water Treatment Project
of the community is the fact finding and indicates to
the public that there is a huge construction cost and
corruption. “We must see whether we have a new right
in preserving our life capital. The Constitution has
granted us that right. Some have power but I think that
power is authority. Power is from the heart and our
mind. This is our homeland, the home where we were
born, where we eat, where we learn. And all our power
united is the power of community. When everyone and
every heart are merged, that is the power. As such,
whatever project enters the community, we have the

right to say whether we want it.”

As the Community Forest Act is still lying in the
House of Representatives, the community still has to go
on with community forest process with a distinct stand-
point i.e. “leading the state”. This is the mutual ratifica-
tion of forest loving people who together attended this
seminar by demonstrating a new role in mutually and
strongly preserving the forest, expanding community
forest area, linking from one area to the other to create
a buffer zone, protecting forest, and capturing the unity
of forest community movement. This has been done
with the awareness of the country’s border people, which
is an inferior trend, the minority of society to allow all to
see the value and identity of their whole movement.

When life capital is natural resources and envi-
ronment, the preservation and gathering of benefits is
the duties of everyone in the community to cooperate

so that this life capital is sustainable




