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Tsunami catastrophe may have

passed but the calamity and losses
are still painful wounds that have
been buried deep in memories and
nightmares that have ripped through
the minds of those who were in
the devastation.  Even though Thai
people have expressed their generosity
by donating a host of materials and
money, assistance after the disaster
in various aspects is still in need.
Mental rehabilitation, in particular, is
indispensable.  A lot of disaster-stricken
people are injured, maimed, lost
their loved ones, are stone-broke,
lost properties, houses, even jobs and
familiar way of life.  The mental state
of most of them is under depression.
They are not certain of their future.
Their hope is obscure and insecure.
Sending them willpower and assistance,
the support of or participation in
activities organized by many organiza-
tions and institutions now e.g. being
volunteers to visit, teach children, repair
or build houses, help with or repair their
profession’s utensils and equipment,
advise on professions and earning
channels, as well as talk to console
them, take care of children and youths
who lost parents and relatives can
all recover their minds.  It is another
chance for all Thais from all walks
of lives to show their care and
generosity to the country’s fellows
after the preliminary assistance.

By the way, a lot of sea gypsies
such as Morgan, Urak Lawoi, Moklen can
survive the killer wave because of the
transfer of wisdom of their ancestors.
A foreign kid could save the lives of her
family and nearby tourists because she
had learned from her school.  These
remind us of the necessity of local
curriculum, which can strengthen the
community.  Concurrently, learners can
learn of their local wisdom and be filled
with love and pride in their locality.
They would learn of local economy,
society, tradition, culture and
sustainable use of local resources,
as well as nearby environment and
nature.  Localities or communities can
prevent the emergence of natural
disasters or when faced with them,
they would lose only properties, not
lives, if localities or communities learn
of what is near them or have their own
local curriculum.
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