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After the devastation from Tsunami
has passed, it is time to revive and
create the development again so that
“the new step” onward will be strong.
The Musical Art Center of Bangkok
Bank, in cooperation with the Fine
Arts Department; Department of
Anthropology, Faculty of Archaeology,
Silpakorn University; and Southeast Asia
Studies Project, Faculty of Liberal Arts,
Thammasat University organized
“The 17th Musical Art Center On Tour:
Reviving the Spirit, Salvaging the Soul,
Retrieving the Past of Andaman” at the
National Theatre on January 31, 2005.

This event has tried to present
the past of Andaman in terms of history,
sociology, literature, natural resources and
environment to create the understanding
about the Andaman area before all
parties will move the area along the
globalization trend.

The event divided knowledge
presentation into 3 parts: a forum on
“Past Andaman, presently Grieving
the Sea” participated by Dr. Kusuma
Raksamanee, Expert in Thai Literature;
Associate Professor Mayuree Weeraprasert,
Expert in History from the Faculty of
Archaeology, Silpakorn University;

Dr. Thon Thamrongnawasawat from

the Faculty of Fishery, Kasetsart University;
Mr. Thanu Naebnian, Coordinator of the
Wildlife Fund Thailand, and Dr. Naruemol
Arunothai from Social Research Institute,
Chulalongkorn University. The forum
was chaired by Dr. Charnvit Kasetsiri from
the Sociological and Anthropological
Textbook Project Foundation.

The discussion forum started with
sociological knowledge about Chao Lay
(sea gypsies on the Andaman coast of
Thailand. Dr. Naruemol said that Chao Lay
as called by Thais were people who
lived by the sea and lived on fishery.
However, as for the group classified
as real sea gypsies referring to those
who lived from birth to death in the sea,
there were 3 types in Thailand i.e.
Morgan, Urak Lawoi, and Moklen.

These people have been continuously
transferred knowledge and wisdom from
their ancestors, making them survive many
sea disasters. The latest is Tsunami
because according to their legend
continuously told that in 2 generations
there would be 7 waves of 7 tiers. Upon
seeing water quickly receding, they are to
evacuate to higher places, which finally
came true.

Mr. Thanu Naebnian explained the
way of life of local fishermen that over
100 years ago villagers were still satisfied
with old fishing methods and tools
because they confirmed that they
wanted to fish for their survival and sold
some as appropriate. They did not want
to ravage the sea, which was their life
and spirit. This part of community history,
therefore, should be considered before
managing the recovery of community
by moving them up to the mountain,
which will cause them difficulty in life
and change their fisherman way of life
to the loss.
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