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Nurturing the Heart,
Growing Decent Society
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When such principal social institutions with duties to teach and nurture youths
to behave as family or educational institutions are in the dark about how to sufficiently
and duly solve youth problems which have become more serious. In addition, eurrent
social conditions in which adults are in the competition of liberalized world while Thai
youths are surrounded by such frames as media, education, and borderless technology
growing amid strong consumerism stream. Youths are, thus, led through such popular
trends only to the corner where Thai youths are left with no choice. They are
forced to grow in the system they do not have freedom to think creatively. They are
constrained within learning framework of class room and searching for knowledge by
memorizing only. If they have to think by themselves, they will be immediately under thinking pressure.
They do not know and understand themselves. It is hard to learn to adjust their ideas to understand
others. They fall into the strong consumerism was, resulting in problem from producing personnel for
society, in which finally the supposed-to-be creative and developing age has turned into idle citizen of
the society, who are less interested in social and enviconmental problem than their own.

The search for self value is from the success measurement in life and work that needs to be
benchmarked with others all the time. The creation of internal real value has been ignored. Actually, man
can create his own value from within. However, our world these days is clouded with value measurement
from the outside, distorting human internal value. People aim at finding the meaning of life from the
external. If society keeps on going like this, it means that the growing direction of youths will be the cycle
of creating idle citizen as before. They are unable to find the real meaning of life from their surrounding
world.

Choices are usually created together with expectation for better changes. Learning alternatives
are beyond square frame and memorization but the more creative and open. They should be alternative
arcas where youths can fully express their potential. This is one of the missions of “Tonkla Institute”
that allows for new-generation youths and students to search for their directions and find their own value
from within.
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Understand others, society and the world can lead to changes in the way of life
to be related and in line with true internal value, which is the life helpful to human
fellows and all things on earth.

The Alternative World today will lead to the nurturing area of wisdom for the
new generation, who needs thinking saplings to grow-and strengthen their dreams. This
place calls itself “Tonkla Institute.” Mr. Chaiwat Chai-charuwanit, deputy director for
academic of “Tonkla Institute”, related to us its background and directions as follows:

“Tonkla Institute was originated by youth activists in the past, those who passed
youth working experience and learning for decades. They gathered with a shared dream
in uplifting youth works so that society acknowledges youth potential. Another issue is
that we want to see strong and sustainable youth development works. Those who work all see youth
power, which is filled with positive potential that can create good things for society. However, today,
they're constrained by their surrounding and social condition in which people struggle for resources.
They must do it for survival. Youths are being gradually dominated and pushed by social trends only. The
power of their dreams they once had has been suppressed in cover and muted finally.  What Tonkla
Institute is doing today is to open up areas to show their identity, including creating development
process for youths in all related dimensions, in terms of spirit and ideas as well as actual practice for them
to grow into quality resources. This can partially create a beautiful society. As for my dream today,
I'm dreaming of seeing strong citizens, people growing up paying attention to society. They should have
life with social consciousness rather than aiming for themselves. They should learn to do things for
others. A society with a sense of sharing should emerge, without too much reliance on state authority:

Tonkla Institute has been established for less than one year, but there has been brainstorming of
leading activists for a long time to create works with maximum benefits for youth works that everyone has
expected. What happens today is the platform where youths can fully participate in both practical and
thinking works. The fastest nurturing work is student potential one. Remember the period of
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“In search for the meaning” of students in the past. Student

activities in universities then were the nurturing ground of
Open up areas to show

their identity, including creating
development process for youths
in.all,refated dimensions;
in terms of spirit and ideas
as well asiactual practice for them
to“grow into’quality resources.

generations of social activities. However, right now
student activities (especially in clubs) are faced with those
who work in terms of ideas, concepts and activity skills.
They can't push activity content and pattern to be social
movement in both dimensions, i.e. its depth and space.”
Tonkla Institute, therefore, is aimed to create
“Activist Community” to accommodate extra-classroom
learning of students to be wisdom nurturing area, the area to
exchange ideas with favorable listening atmosphere through
activities that present stories of society, idea theories, self, art and culture, ecology, ete. in an intimate and

friendly atmosphere. “Activist Community” is both tangible and intangible community i.e. Nurturing
Room, which is not of a spacious area on the office of the Institute.

The beginning of “Activist Community” is from the creation of “nurturing room” as a meeting
place through activities on every Wednesday and Saturday at the beginning of the month e.g. watching
movies, talking about music, reading poem, talking about books. The format is beyond the mainstream.
Youths are allowed to choose activities by themselves. “Tonkla Club” is another significant activity that
accepts members (students) who want to learn outside the classroom and are interested in society to be
a part of the Activist Community through the learning in self and society curriculum. In 1 year, they
will learn to know themselves, understand others and society and take social actions. At the same time,
other works of the Institute are continuously and gradually expanding.

Learning alternatives are prevalent. We should not obstruct our opportunities and we will find
that this world does not have only one path designated to us. Other alternatives are available for us to find
life answers. They may be more valuable and meaningful than the only familiar one we know.
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