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From the lifetime of the Buddha to Sukhothai Period until Rattanakosin Period, a temple has been
a center of education and all branches of knowledge both worldly and Dhamma.  Temples are places for
educating not only monks and novices in Buddhism but also laymen.  In the past, education of Thai
monks was an integration of both worldly and Dhamma knowledge, the Tripitaka and practice.  It was,
therefore, closely related with community and society.  Monks were prosperous in both Dhamma and
worldly understanding.  They were respectful.  People and communities relied on them.  Buddhism was
thus a mainstay of the country.  In early Rattanakosin Period, education of monks was separated into the
Tripitaka and practice, subsequently followed by Thailand’s first education reform, resulting in the
separation of layman and monk education with the emergence of school system.  Worldly knowledge
has been segregated from Dhamma one.  Dhamma prosperity of some monks has degenerated when they
lack interest in practice.  Some cannot keep up with the world.  Temples have been separated from
society and community and become ritual service locations.  Changes of the world, in monk education,
and practices of some monks have made people lose their faith.  They cannot see the value and feel that
Buddhism is not the answer to the solution.  They do not cling to Buddhism in their living.

Degeneration of Sangha realm in Buddhism and Thai society has concerned Buddhists how
Buddhism can survive among the stream of materialism and consumerism, what the future of Thai
society.  Unfortunately, as Thai society has realized that education is a way in solving Thai society
problems in a sustainable manner, with education reform, however, can the existing education reform
achieve when human spiritual dimension has been overlooked?  This is because the Education Act and
the Sangha Act have not focused on Sangha education at all.
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