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Even though the current National Education Act may be favorable and
allows temple to be an educational institution for Thai youths and allows
them to provide educational management, the government structure of
the Sangha, which has not been improved before education reform has put

the clarity of Sangha education in Thailand on float without knowing the end.




NIENANAN q’JI’ﬂ WaWIEms wnve HmLLazmc-ﬂuIaﬁ 1T WNE ANIMENRENNANRINTOU-
TFIENAY NIy I UaTIINUTE U U AN R IWSY s#ilne uwadunimitfinafinens
amsasnlirasmsfing sgiineenssiafios vemsdiuivinlasemanay sEnu “udinm, Tassnwee
LGN NMAINNNLNMNPNRINTUTTINENSE, Q’ﬁsz mmw,l,az‘s’m‘mm%’aagawazﬁﬂﬁwmﬁaﬁizmﬂ
wazannTIHMIIRThunuiasnnsAnuisnd azsndushumiusnisnenadasmsiuuiaiens &line
Aa =< Py LA 6 e ¥ o o @ A <
ffslomsfinmnues 95Tl wa.L. madnm ndiield aaedeasiu mumsailanuaziasanandudnnilu

DRI NNESaRsLszmEe e s |y

Tass Sezasame sdiflagiiulifeadasiumsusmsiomsinuaes sdagnslsthe

"msulase Haveawsy w8l 2aBuaslinsiui nevwmihiu ngudnaayeanssuld “saalass 5
msanelu WinnseneTaandummnuanmee wawdeulass %ﬁqﬂuﬁmvlﬂ Tom M3Saudnumsg
Ay \ v @ A o o 7 2 G e 2 P 2
ftouas sasnlas Sefwauwduinsiuen usne 2 WwIMsAnENNageiuan Zalas Sramsdinmn

4 £ y Za . oa
909 sildwennuFusnGess  audlugnaanna qud  gatuliuless Suane sdiasslng Ao
' . £ . - - -
wenensdaless Hadaiifiunsnszaedng maelu doassma qudiugadedmnaniing & 4o @y
Ian dfumsUnasaseehades  wiana Weuunrngud  awdeduamins en uazEes
1 [~ © 2 o @ A 2% o @ % )% 1A
msdnw maweuns maen w Ae wnuldldens ey WEeldenn e mmelass Helid
annfaan  uinlase Senlienu 1dyde temstnetes weluwiudfrifnuass e ¢y lwda
wanMwiTomengvisny wehlunaln & . @wns ew) walifinaln  whauesewesidslifiae
a 1 A{ 1 a [~3 [~3 £ % £ % 1A A{d
fue wiidseieehaden dszgs Safindutelesias  LifinalnlugUswmsiisina lnguvasnsensas
1 [~ Ic!lv ° UG o ° M e B3 ° [~ U A [
NUN NIN Wasmsinmehen) fienagitie lasvinlefvin vinlalle@laidiaohn nanedunlsifionadamn
| o ¢ A A , T P o

Tuwdnalnms v ywaemsy w8l Tudrafimsufenwumlasusiazszas Tugaed 2500 auflailagii

Phra Maha Jerm Suwajo, Director of Library and Information Technology Bureau,
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya, is a determined monk who has coordinated about Thai Sangha
education. He is also the one who has continuously monitored the changes of Sangha education. He is
the leader of Monks and Peace Project, Monks for Children Project of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya,
coordinator and collector of information on developer monk nationwide, and a subcommittee on making
national education development plan. He is a representative to talk about the real needs of Thai Sangha
towards their education in the new Education Act, to be in harmony with world situation and to remain
an institution of faith for Thais.

How is the current structure of Sangha related to educational management of Sangha?
As for the structure of Sangha, I'd like to explain that previously, those who produced personnel
to serve society in terms of educational structure in the Bureau of the Royal Household were all in Pali.
When basic structure changed, learning opportunities with Pali have decreased. Later, the structure
was changed to be western but both educational directions are still in parallel. Sangha educational
structure has tried to adjust. In General Sarit administration, a huge Sangha restructuring occurred,
trying to destroy the original decentralization structure. This is because during that period it was
anti-communism. The focus was on administration and centralization and the Sangha Supreme Council
Office was originated. Education, publicity and religion were not focused at all or received less
importance because the structure was not clear. However, the prioritized structure was the government
one. The actual practice disregarded the significance of principles or laws. However, the Sangha
Supreme Council Office doesn’t have mechanism. There’s no office of its own. There’s a place for
meeting only. After the meeting, they go back to their own temples. There’s no mechanism unlike the
bureaucracy with ministry and department. Education is on temples. Whoever can do it just does it.
Those who cannot won't have to. It's not clear in terms of support mechanism of monks during each
phase of change from 1957 to the present.

17 515 1s owav




Power The Thought 18

v
fleynay 550 lwmsiamsAnsues e wanziaeasls
Tass %9 naln 33msée 3%ﬂﬁﬁmwnaa%§|,l,azmz Tl anednetie a8 . Wandau

SumsUSudgeuds wallldisnseseud Tuemaudin audhh shazins@inm msgwsy sdiinseh naln
Snnatgaranterme Wanaseuh Swadumadnmniiu aufidhandnnestiamng udemuleldiedss
Gasenalila  avhefinflen 3 Sfemeuaumald auluiudllilasnaty fasuns Sudiaewd
5%‘&5@51&16] it

msfinguanesusasiilsaeuiiasssanin mudnuwgndasemangmang ez swaddanisdnw
' &
299 SNLWNIUWID L8l
% 2 A | X PR My o % A

loss Hanwdnmiiduogansth wamuassldhsgealals s wlasessemnuudy aslsidn
maenseasanie 8 1 @ ldens éay ax iy ywiSedinalneehals uemsSuses siosivinmsdinm o
Y A v A 9§y o A 6 v a A on ~ A X o a A
Fadladwaaialimasuses WelillssSeul3dfman Smafoninniu uenaniinossnnd  fwae
nanlnsle) avanamgim lelduss memifumsSgamesfinm  SonewarlisgiusesduGasennidu
A | Y A P 2 ¥ o ~ A o Y A o
il esilsivle Tese Sfiudaen)azsmn dosynlufehusganes ofung s ThAeesdaauuas
Trmssusesiasimstinmeumadonan fo  duen ANENATWALE  wavsiesniiUSERnTan
wazeoutsl "y Fewmiindn esmsBeu wURfsTn 0% uay 1w ey 40% e lddhiultiusrLy
madew 18 Wfdey endidzufeaiuivh weneuwldle Aufosnduantnssagunm uaile i
M9SUTey suidnusn Gassusasiife Iial,‘%aummzumaﬁg o WAL, msenenaciulna F3din9
miunifussumilessruumsanmmerisdiu e WiReanEFaRuInETmnasnEuEe lif 6

What are problems in managing Sangha education now?

Structure, mechanism, thinking method, and working methods of the state and Sangha
cannot get along. Lately, the Sangha Council is open to improvement but not the domination. Personally,
I think there should be a study because monks are afraid that the state mechanism will point the way and
become dominant so they resist the study. Those who study also have good intention. However, as long
as the trust is unclear, it will be like 3 southern provinces. People in the area don't trust the state
authority. They're suspicious, despite good intention. This is similar.

There’s a law legitimizing Dhamma School as lawful educational institution. Will this
be good to Sangha education?

The existing educational structure, frankly speaking, has not been directly supported by the
government for a long time. What is Sangha education is not prioritized, whether it be support or
mechanism. Even the certification, those monks who organize the education must run for themselves to
get it certified to have Dhamma School and have more alternatives. In addition to Pali scholars, new
monk graduates from Mahachulalongkorn coordinated with Minister of Education. Previously, it was real
hard to get the certification. Values, no understanding, long-ignored structure. We have to barge into the
Minister’s house to explain for clarity and certification so that there’re more educational alternatives i.e.
general subjects from previously only Pali. Later, there was Dhamma and now general subjects. Right
now, curriculum is composed of 60% Dhamma and 40% general subjects to blend with existing general
education system, except sports which monks can't play but has changed to meditation practice instead.
However, with certification, the first issue is to certify that this is the school according to the state system
and the new Education Act. The state must regulate that this is a compulsory education system to make
it clear to youths that they can choose whether to ordain. This is an outstanding point to listen to.
Secondly is the unprepared system and mechanism. There must be research and study for standardized
directions but monks must participate as a major mechanism. For example, Sangha is not like the nation
but at least it must be specified that in a province, Sangha central education office must be established.
Systems must exist according to Sangha Education Act.
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With the current Education Act, how will that affect Sangha education?

We anticipate from the start that in the Compulsory Education Act, the first group in Sangha to be
affected is 9th grade novices. They're royal priest candidate. In the future, they won't exist. His Majesty
the King has sponsored Prathom 6 students for ordination. They will study for 9-10 years to get the 9th
grade and when they're over 20, they'll get ordained and called royal priest candidate. This is an ancient
tradition long in existence. But if this Act will affect the novices, they have to disrobe because it’s against
the law on basic education. Upon that, there'll be no more royal priest candidate because no one will be
ordained. They will when their age is beyond the ordination criteria. This is the anticipated impact but
what we haven't expected is that last April teachers in general education schools told us that parents of
novice students in Dhamma Schools nationwide were told to disrobe and study in general schools. This
may be misunderstanding. Novices were told that the new law on basic education regulating that it's
illegal for those under age novices. This has caused troubles nationwide. Some were scared and got
disrobed. Some with teachers would coordinate. The Act was misinterpreted and made novices disrobe
sooner.

Most of these 9th grade Parinnu Dhamma, by their work line, will become Sangha Management.
100% of the Sangha Supreme Council Office is from the 9th grade Parinnu. They're like Ananda
Mahidol Scholarship students. So the Ministry of Education must be prepared and see how Sangha is
affected by this Act in terms of structure and Thai royal tradition. This is because the Act is open but
the impact is upfront and the Act hasn’t been improved in time.

What about the budget from the state to support Sangha education both before and
after Thai education reform?

Compared to the original, it’s increased but is it much, no compared to the unclear structure.

They don't know what to support. The support will be cut in piece. Don't know what to do with it.

What's important is that the increasing budget per head used by the state personnel shouldn’t be used
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with monks because the figures change. Monks will change their study places. If the figures are static,
there'll be problems. Last year, National Buddhism caused turmoil to monks. It calculated current
figures with the 2nd semester whether they're the same and it dishanded schools with differed figures to
study in the nearby ones. This caused turmoil to Dhamma School for a while. They should study the
nature of monks and novices too. This is because if they study while they're not ready, they will move to
other places. They can study cross region because the places are rare, resulting in moving figures. Office
of National Buddhism was caught as fooling with figures for money. This has led to budget problem.
Actually, they should find the fact of why the figures aren't static. Buildings of Dhamma Schools were
built by monks and novices. They construct buildings, manage, nurture, find fund. They're responsible
for everything. Who can do this is very sacrificing. The state spares some money, not the direct budget
but it's not enough according to management proportion. If compared to house construction budget,
it's enough for the entrance. The new Act has opened up opportunities. It depends on who has the
mechanism. This will be good for those with readiness. It’s the gap for those with plans and activities to
get money. The more they do, the more they get. Those who don’t do don’t get anything. Finally is quality
evaluation. Therere more problems. Input, output and process are not focused. Problems are in circle
though actually it's because there’s no study.

In conclusion, how much will National Education Act be favorable to Sangha
education?

It depends on adjustment or how it's allowed education to expand. But whenever there’s
an improvement or old problems aren't fixed, it's not favorable. Though it's open, it’s still not favorable.
Compulsory education, for instance, has opened up chances but there’s no coordination. They can't go
along. Instead of benefits, they vield ill effects. Merit or penalty all depends on the improvement
of all principles for good harmony of both sides.
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