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THAILAND’S COMMUNITY
FOREST LAW

On the Road to Learning
To Step into Understanding
of Thai Society

15 Jyooutuuinmsnhungdsusu  Fifteen years of development of

ouu-ﬂu 'thausUsssu 8ns'10 community forest law to a tangible
. 3 answer i.e. drafting of the Act, today
Ws:swWUNYNUN JuUANDUYdD
_ . the answer of the people sector,
maUssU MASY 11a:00ANS public sector and non-government

weuwiensu | Joudonnifiwondo organizations is like a controversial

1590 sU ifoifnmnmwiBooauAudy  argument when there is a question

. -~ - = about man and forest. The answer
Anouraodonnifyonarwidu i
after the debate has become a dim
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sounu na:ww ,mson SS develop to Thailand’s sustainable

nSwennsigoduvooUs:ne resource allocation.
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Changing Time...An Attempt to Com-
municate for Understanding

The objectives of community forest
as specified in the draft Act are to
preserve forest resources, environment
and biodiversity, and to make use of
community in equitable and sustainable
manner by using an important tool
i.e. promoting diversified culture and
tradition of community as an innovation
of the people sector. Itis also a signifi-
cant instrument to preserve the coun-
try’s forestry area. It is an important
communication tool about the role of
the public sector that the preservation
condition of each area is from reality.
This is to create mutual acceptance
that people live in the forest; there are
communities and people’s ways of life.
With this, the relationship to protect and
depend on forest can be maintained.
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The process during the past 15
years is an attempt of the people sector
in creating mutual acknowledgement
and understanding with the public sec-
tor. This development has considerably
changed through the roles of society in
each dimension. Inthe midst of reform
trend, it is decentralization to the local-
ity and community with no limitation
on the format of government, finance
and local development only. It should
go deep down to the meaning of right
and real power that extend out to
community and people in the form of
community forest.

Such power has connected and
created a learning network of the people
for participation in setting the future
of Thailand’s forest management.
Concurrently, it is hoped that the public
agency will reform its work structure,
review strategy and vision of Thai gov-
ernment in preserving, developing and
recovering Thailand’s natural forest to
the adjustment to real cooperation atti-
tude in the multi-partisan role through
mutual understanding with people,
in particular, communities in reserve
forest that succeed in preserving and
protecting forest. This is a reason to
support the draft of Community Forest
Act today to respond to the real inten-
tion of people.
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Connecting Understanding between
Public and People Sectors

A controversial issue of Joint Com-
mission of the House of Representatives
and the Senate from the proposal of
the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment, especially the request to
reconsider the definition of watershed
forest to separate community forest
area from watershed one, has become
a question back to the beginning of
cooperation. This happened when
the perspective of the people sector
questioned the understanding, trans-
parency and sincerity of the public
sector while the argument about this
is still obscure.

If we look at the problem and con-
flict, in terms of concept and negotia-
tion in the power perspective, changes
that occur are consequences of the
objective of the constitution that wants
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the people sector to have right and
power to manage natural resources
together with public sector agencies.
This has actually happened and created
an important foundation since the first
day 50,000 names of people were pro-
posed to draft the Community Forest
Act, even though the ready-made
answer in the form of law enforcement
has not been realized today.

The linkage of mutual understand-
ing between public and people sectors
during the past 15 years is a huge
social capital for Thailand, whether it
be an answer to suppress conflict.
Therefore, the definition of "watershed
forest” is a matter of basic understand-
ing to achieve mutual objective, to see
the potential of community as a real
multi partisan network in joining and
sustaining natural resources rather
than looking at legal framework and

> -5
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suspicion that community forest must
be separated from watershed one,
separating conscience from reality of
culture, or man from forest.

Exit of People Sector

Issue and proposalin the vision and
mission of the draft of Community
Forest Act not only create hope and un-
derstanding in terms of power but also
present a new crucial dimension in ad-
dition to alternative between reasons of
public and people sectors. Such an al-
ternative is the cooperation as alliance
to preserve forestry area. However, in
the process of public sector, there was
a proposal to separate man and forest.
This is like turning back to the start 15
years ago.

Such fear from delay and backward
sign of public sector has affected the
grouping of people who moved and de-




NnUszz arhanneaeusansyLIums
Nmonresly M Toe mwmstedanlm
sanamwathiiems™s efiumemsidio
uaEMATTI ANNGFINITNUYIATIT09
1 v
Usvanan ediosmaiinungusnathguaiv
Faduanmsninaauas
Frema TR IR TINMIaY S
TG IR D PR PG DN AV OGPV ION
A Aadaa d‘ [~
mMILNRY uagdnzisnmausssizw Nidn
M3 319 3936 “wnsndvaswuumadio
MSUNATY MTIA IININLINTTITNDG
~ Y I3 o
lszmauar 19190 $1909dnTgaTuls
W ananRresmelsyrgy vene
A A lmslvasmsnfeuen 3y
- e T A p
ﬂﬁL‘iH%‘E‘ﬂ@ﬂﬂ?ﬂiﬁI@H 8 Pussgonle
1% o 1 t 4
anaala NnNMady meadsenau i
1% v 1 A tﬁl 1 ~ [~3
MINU _Madanfiannnininesdssiin
[ U 1 [~3 v %
ANNTALLES 3N mﬂizmummwﬂa AN
MIvanTINieas “sanne
Hagtiumaauiasnumaundam
WAATUINTDNTOLNTIZA MO DU
flgmmsda ssniwennsthlsd gnseylk
[~ a = dl a (%
Wieaenme 20efinua3wed o
lnamas Segadmdndiaasanusanie
LRI ATFUALAALTET U a5y
MRS NOTRRA LnaWen
L a2 o4 o A
LLa:ﬁ';mawamﬂugmmuwwm@ a
o & = o o & X o
fMilatsnnadn lasuanas smemmgm
6 I 1 = 1 1%
aslanduisanusiniiasinla oo
Muaafuazanndauniarasadia
(% z A an 1 =
mﬂmwaammwmwuahgmz
NAGaN? IWAAIGNEIFMN LNLMeag
m@ﬂivmﬁmuavm@%ﬁﬁ‘lﬁ%umiﬁwm
mawa@maﬂ au‘mm mammmmmﬂ
Userau Tanaefn afiuaniari sse
nmLﬁumﬂumimi‘mwazimﬁmaj@
= [~ a
fanaTzuviial 156 U a1alduinesnis-
aelem  maslifadsea 1
Fuaaurodlsem “san  aramadule
wonn e luunmeasssanan Semums
D oad va s 4 -
AMNIINTTTRSS Shadanenuesla
LLa”mmmﬂammmmmmm i
w,m mesy m@ﬂiwmw LLa“wmmmu
AanihaRenau MmN sTINTE
vy Meututhavagiiasiady e
ArmEsnmly

manded for the consideration of neces-
sity for people sector in living, protect-
ing and maintaining the forest by them-
selves. Tangible evidence to this is the
movement to request for signatures
from people to pressure the consider-
ation process of the Parliament. Such
movement was aimed to communicate
with political and public sectors of the
real need of people sector that wants to
see the Community Forest Act maintain
its original intention.

The holistic dimension of commu-
nity forest preservation is the meaning
of the green power of politics and the
way of life of people sector, which is
a creation of a new way of politics and
government. It is natural resource
allocation that people can strengthen
community organizations. From the
power of people sector, it is expanded
to a newdimension of a shift in collabo-
ration with the learning of public sector
by communicating and linking under-
standing from public sector to people
sector, to step up to an alternative that
is more than a controversial issue to
understanding and mutually creating
solution of Thai society.

Presently, answer and solution
occur from limitation because answer
series of forest resource allocation
problem is identified as a single party
while the reality of Thai society is creat-
ing a glossary of cooperation between
public and people sectors, which has
been added that there should be an ad-
ditional dimension in development and
cooperation in multi-party form that will
take into account subtle understanding
at the foundation of cooperation and
collaboration problem by stepping
across prejudice and past conflict.

Today, it is not only the cooperation
dimension as the third alternative that
is being questioned. The role of people
and public sectors that has been devel-
oped has come to a halt, which has led
to a question of public sector. All thisis
telling us that the long time in drafting
the Act during the past 15 years may be
a loss of opportunity, if we do not step
further in the process of civil society.
This can be done by growing up while
understanding the role of people about
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the real cooperation with the belief
that sincerity and understanding of the
essence of forest, community, water-
shed, public sector, people sector and
people are the only sustenance of
Thailand’s natural resources and that
man and forest will live together to
protect one another.
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