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Western educational system long existing in Thailand has selected
the cream from within urban society and ignored most people on their own
in the western way of life, which means disregarding and abandoning
local society to face with their destiny alone. Therefore, local educational
curriculum system that focuses on creating thinking process, a new learning
process for new generation to learn about nearby world and find their way
of life, should be a good answer. However, if the ones who issue the policy
and use the policy in the administrative level are still vague and do not really
understand local curriculum, how can community and the country be strong?
Mr. Surin Kijnitchee is the one with teacher spirit throughout his life,
and after his retirement, he is still ready to work on community education.
He works as an advisor to the Thai Health Promotion Foundation, committee
of local community leader council and chairman of the College of Social
Management. He is the one who can answer what the real meaning of
local curriculum the country should urgently have is.




What is the significance of local cur-
riculum that educational institutions
should pay attention to?

Thailand’s educational system in
the past focused on mainstream edu-
cation only. | mean that the instruction
teaches children to respond to new-plan
economic and bureaucratic systems
implemented by school system from
kindergarten to university levels.
Another part of education, a minor one,
is organized by communities or private
sector set up as agencies. They are
interested in creating real human and
aim to principally satisfy local needs.
In principle, both are different. When
the government arranges education,
it is according to their need. For
example, in the capitalist economic
and bureaucratic systems, they aim to
put children into service and industry
professions. Local curriculum usually
responds to solving local problems.

Educational management of the
locality was in temples, foundations or
grouping of villagers or communities,
which has been done since the ancient
times. For example, community teaches
local handicraft, Thai medicine, agricul-
ture, fishery, which occurred before the
state education. This kind of study
makes people in the community stay
home. However, when mainstream
education has stepped in, local educa-
tion is weakened because people are
pulled out of community into the
system that must mainly satisfy
the money economy. That is wage,
specified according to educational
qualifications. This has been a value.
It seems an honor. But after the teach-
ing, students work in salt farm or rice
field, which seems inferior. However,
actually it's very important because
it's the direct economic production.
Though the return is low, it can continue
past wisdom. Therefore, the word “edu-
cational decentralization” by specifying
local education by the locality isnt right.
It must return power to the locality.




It must be called “return” because the
state has seized it from them since the
reign of King Rama V when our country
was opened.
good. It's good but it's not balanced.
In fact, both kinds of education must
go together, harmonize and balance.
Education mustn’t destroy the locality.
[t must preserve local community.
Asked why? It's because locality, com-
munity and village accommodate the
way of life of the majority. They must
depend on resources of that local area.
People in the capitalist economic
system are the minority. Therefore,
if education is managed by putting
all people there and selecting the cream
by 20% while the remaining 80% are
leftin the locality, that's the end because
the 80% are pushed away from the
locality. They can’t work in rice field
anymore. They don't want Thai medi-
cine because it's out of date. Children

It doesn’t mean it's not

are addicted to modernity. They put on
the airs. Unbalanced education, there-
fore, is like killing an elephant for its
tusks or education is managed for
export only.

Is education managed by the locality
meant to fill up the missing parts of
Thai education? How?

Educational management accord-
ing to the National Education Act B.E.
1999 is focused on creating man to be
complete in body, personality, bright
mind, quality, democratic, respect, ac-
ceptance, not looking down on others,
using horizontal relationship, not using
power and having sufficient intelligence.
It shouldn’t be so incoherent as today,
when education is managed but
students are assaulting one another,
absorbed in sexual activities. They're
in the modern part but they look down
on others. This is because educational
management still lacks mental dimen-
Subject matters are focused.
Those who know most are put in com-
petition. The superior ones have more

sion.

advantages. They can enter university
and earn more. The inferior ones are
put in vocational and technical schools
and are looked down on. They're re-
garded the 2nd and 3rd class students.
They have thus created violence in
society to express something for social
acknowledgement.

Complete education should be
based on life so that man can learn by
himself. Education must allow schools
to manage education in a flexible man-
ner with some freedom for the partici-
pation of community. Learning can
then occur to students so that they
can develop all dimensions of life to
become a complete human being and
create life-long education.
can have learning that develops inner
life. For example, finding the answer
why Ayudhaya was defeated by Burma.
The old-style education will provide the
answer in the textbook but the modern
Students must find the
answer from historical evidence. They
must go to learning sources by them-
selves. Therefore, education provision
is to provide methods rather than tell-
ing knowledge. If children are strong,
when they want anything in life, they
will move these methods to apply with

Learners

one won't.




what they want. Thisis called know how
to think, how to do because each has
his own education and specific learning
method. They're different because
they have different life experiences.
If education is similarly provided, and
knowledge is told, it's like cutting feet
to fit shoes. The right education is to
cutting shoes to fit feet. Children are
made to study in suffering. They're not
confident of their capability. They're
made to be afraid until they grow up.
Therefore, we must change the think-
ing method to be based on life. And the
learning method is the process they
must search for by themselves. This
issue is not clear to most educators,
both at the Ministry of Education and
provincial levels.

Is local curriculum in schools right
now satisfactory?

Today, it's a decoration, just a bon-
sai or ornamental plant to say that |
also have local curriculum.
mean few hours for study but it's casual

It doesn’t

educational management. There's no
prime concern. Importance of subjects
that value humanity is reduced. Having
local curriculum is good but the prac-
tice isn’t. It's not clear. Teachers still
teach in the same old way; that is to
give knowledge, not knowledge seeking
process.

Can local curriculum be implemented
in every school in both big cities and
the countryside? How?

Sure. Take children to find knowl-
edge out of schools but it doesn’t
have to be far. Or bring scholars to
teach in schools and create life-like
situation, but teaching schedule must
be adjusted. It mustn’t focus on knowl-
edge only because local curriculum
must be flexible and can be adjusted.
However, the most important issue is
the realization of school administrators
and teachers. Teachers should know

that local curriculum is a learning tool

W3NS IUKUTD "D
oonlhuy 90n N8 uBddIN
oonlhy sudlug na
sanisAnvifoodunde
TRn1si3vugiinmuniw
I6n9:91uBdnv5000n3
Banluldegibulonina
ndisouluo “wWusegiu
sUBU oAU Sulidundn
1BunisAnuyiiiodsn
“oAU Na:Aoodu

of children to make them strong, able
to create life skill. There are 3 steps
of mutual learning process of local
curriculum. The 1st one is new acknow-
ledgement. That is to see the real
thing at the real place, which is a new
dimension. The 2nd step is new learn-
ing, consisting of mutual analysis and
synthesis so that there’ll be paradigm
change and realization. The last step
is the real practice. New life skill must
Mainstream
School

system still has no answer but local

be created for children.
education still lacks this.

education is trying to make it but it's
still very soft.

How much vision do most educational
institution administrators have to-
wards local education?

Not at all. It hasn't appeared yet.
It's still the same. There’'s some decen-
tralization but the thinking method is
the same. That is to give knowledge
or transfer knowledge in textbooks
to students only. Some may have the
idea but don’t have enough power to
change. The structure is so tight. It's




all the same. It's dangerous here that
it can’t materialize education reform.
In fact, asked if children can read, yes.
But can they read life? This, | don't
know. However, if local education is
arranged or quality learning is provided,
children can read life that life isn't on
its own but related with community
and society. This is called education
for life, society and locality. It can see
through that life is linked in various
aspects with community. But modern
children look down on the older genera-

tion. Seeing their mother wearing

old-styled sleeveless blouses, they think
it's old-fashioned. Education still lacks
the dimension of human being, thereby
making children unable to read life.
They're not up to capitalist economy.
They're managed by capitalist economic
system. Therefore, administrators
must have vision. They must help while
teachers must facilitate so that children
and communities have mutual learning
and achieve the objectives. When the
learning process is strong, children can
compete in the globalization period
according to his skill and behavior.




