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A few months ago, Saro applied to study at Ranong Community College. She chose to study business computer,
hoping that this professional curriculum would lead her and her family to a better livelihood so that she doesn't have to
leave home and look for a job in Bangkok like her friends. Even though the income from being an office clerk may
not be high, trading with staying with her family, supporting her younger kinsfolk for further study, and taking care of
her aging parents, Saro is willing. She hopes that after finishing a diploma level from Ranong Community College,
she may get a salary rise.
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ommunity Colleges have been
in 17 provinces i.e. Mae Hong Son, of high school graduates is on the swift
Nong Bua Lamphu, Mukdahan, rise every year. The Office of National
Kaew, Uthai Thani, Ranong,
Yala, Pattani, Satun, Trat,

n, Phang Nga, and Yasothon. The question is where the remaining

ns 1S gl 8s

Ranong Community College is a prototype community college that is
outstanding in selecting curriculum for community by community, one of
the most obvious. Presently, the attention of Community College Council
and the Director is aimed to enable it to satisfy development strategy from
provincial level to the national one.

Community College, a new educational dimension rooted in Thailand
4 years ago, is the one under a closer watch. With a different management
role from general educational institutions in the society, it has always been
questioned, “Why must there be a community college?”.

Study at tertiary level may be

OF NEW EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION an expectation and intention of high

school students but the ratio of those
who can is only 27.40 % of those
finishing high schools and the number

Education Commission forecasts that
high school graduates will increase
from 550,000 in 2000 to 800,000 in 2006.

of over 70% is.

The growth of economy and society in the capitalist world has affected the
rural people to less privileged in furthering their higher level education due to
several reasons ranging from poverty, inconvenient travel to necessity to work
in the locality. They, therefore, lack good development of career and life quality.
In addition, existing educational institutions cannot have sufficient access
to this group of people who want to study and cannot satisfy the real needs of
communities in terms of content and management method. The public sector,
therefore, established “Community College” in accordance with the policy
of “Establishing community colleges, especially in the provinces that lack
high-level education institutions” on February 19, 2002 according to the
cabinet resolution. At present Community Colleges have been established
in 17 provinces i.e. Mae Hong Son, Tak, Phichit, Nong Bua Lamphu, Mukdahan,
Buriram, Sa Kaew, Uthai Thani, Ranong, Narathiwat, Yala, Pattani, Satun, Trat,
Samut Sakhon, Phang Nga, and Yasothon, hoping to increase the number of
students in high-level education institutions and to be educational institutions
that open up opportunities for remote local people.

>> >>> >> Cover Story
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Even though community
college may be a new alternative of
community, its founding conditions
to be an educational institution that
expands educational opportunities
at lower-than-degree level only has
necessitated it to create network

DIFFERENCES THAT FILL UP ) ) )
with other higher level educational

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

| institutions. This is to pass on those
| interested to further their studies

| tothe degree level. In addition,

| there are many other differences

| a community college is ready to show
| to people throughout the country of

|

its major policies which differ from

Open and easily accessible : This means accepting students aged 18-70 years
old in remote areas to study in higher level with flexible study schedule, able to
group and choose study at their convenience.

Diversified curriculum from community needs and problem solution :
Multidisciplinary educational program is arranged i.e. an ordinary curriculum for
general tertiary education to prepare for bachelor's degree study, an alternative
curriculum for professional study, and a curriculum for work skill training. Presently,
each community has an opportunity to formulate curriculum. For example, Sa Kaew
Community College created organic agriculture curriculum to create quality
agriculturists and pushing up agricultural produce prices, and border trade curriculum
to satisfy Thailand - Cambodia border trade businessmen. Community Colleges in
3 southern border provinces that creates Halal business curriculum to continue the
hope for Thailand to become the world kitchen according to the government policy.

Respond to communities in economic and social development : Focusing on
creating profession for an enterprise and producing manpower for labor market,
including training and skill enhancement for labor in production sector in accordance
with government policy which aims at strengthening local communities. For example,
Business Computer Curriculum and Myanmar, English and Mandarin Languages
Curriculum of Ranong Community College are in accordance with the province
strategy in being a quality tourist venue to satisfy tourists from various places.

Focus on quality and utilization : by using local resources and methods
that are beneficial to learners and communities e.g. credit collection instruction,
instruction with enterprises and organizing curriculum that responds to social
and cultural requirements.

Lower expenses : By collecting cheap service fee e.g. 25 baht per unit
for regular session of diploma curriculum and not over 5 baht per hour for
short curriculum, which is in accordance with state policy under the rules of
the Ministry of Education, to support tuition fees for learners like other places.

Creating and connecting alliances both inside and outside communities :
With network cooperation among community colleges, enterprises, non government
organizations and other public sector agencies, including community body of house,
temple and school to extensively offer the service to satisfy people and community.

Communities are leaders/co-implementers : By persuading communities to
participate in policy formulation, decision making, and implementation in the form
of Community College Council that manages and selects curriculum by looking
community needs. Budget from other agencies will help developing the colleges
and there is no need to wait for only the budget from the Ministry of Education,

a major sponsor, anymore.

>> >>> >> Cover Story



omsfnwnlngdaseSaen @%%ﬁﬂmﬂﬁmﬁ:uumi?imsmgﬁl,mu"iwméfﬂ
THTU fhunaudanan NnIgalIN Uszm@ﬁ@i’%ﬁumﬁmmé’ﬂquﬁu
#1100 T wazyiin1s audndns ludnin 5.5 81uau we usSuInenas
wmﬂmamﬂmwmamimu Afedasdududaly wsaumwmwaam@mw
Luam%w%mmmwmammm smﬂmﬂﬁﬁmm% Tufhaziufifiansng
Sudfiaz wﬂmmmaﬂmﬂLmumuu@mﬂa 718 szlun1suSmssu sz
LAZNITIARAN m:mﬂmu H ma%ﬁumsm@lam Mmmﬁmmmmgmaa
I@mmwwmm\mmzmmvl,@mnmuaﬂm.e_l

>> [SoLdINUN

3aTlhunisAnuiyvovisUBU

aehalsfimuanunsRazdisdunsanenlng Mmenapgnrudaiidaiia
Snunang vesuyszanolsiieane AUARUGLNITANTIEUNMT au M3 319
A wus ansdiladuguou wazld 2ansnsasiuunug uladauld
Fonis ﬁL‘f’Juﬂzgm%uéTuﬁLwiaz%wmé”mmm: vlduandneiu Fonrsusms
Jansuft lifgmneedasuduaazuTun ”@ﬂmga:ﬁuagjﬁudw 8 “WWUs V9
HUTMTINeNasYy AUgHTw NiRgudn e LLaZ‘H‘H:]EJ‘ST’HﬂW‘SS‘HG] Fadlufian
Po9ANHTIMED MY U YU wazudinIzRosUL IR

donne wldidutesiui “defiamiignawhdaguauias guauiu
danfanusainivasgnrwitdasnisazls uazmaigvimiinidune ] 1%

1Y
@

s Wy guwhﬁfu FeRnansdneuunszsylasadroudiadeimas dolu
nadanvasmsfinmnlvalumwn Gnadognew fhazldsuns du yuld
Wulaaghaduudeanynain uannniil msw:mwmWi’ﬂammﬂ%’gﬁda&y’ﬂ
%mé’ﬂﬁa%jmﬁﬂ'jwuﬂ‘izmmmﬁ é’@ﬂ?umwi’ﬂﬁemmé’ﬂgm%m%’wmﬁ’mﬁ@um
\wsgnavoslsznaliianuudounds Fagna Ty Anendnian “INeaB NI
Waimau waindiasiu fazlildudmatyuuniinszassndaly

puUs:unlt1igows vranAaunUnsnin1sISvUN1s au
n1s $10A210 “wWus aoawidalonususu na:li awasn

spnsuoruoug uloiSsulanvrua Aiudryritusiu
finfa:dng1dgf1oUs: uvlinanfAiodu

>> >>> 075 15 owdon >>



09

/Insufﬁcient budget, shortage of
instruction equipment, relationship
and understanding creation
with community, and inability to
satisfy the number of people
interested to study.
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Nevertheless, the hope to fill up
Thailand’s education of community
colleges are still faced with a lot of
limitations e.g. insufficient budget,
shortage of instruction equipment,
relationship and understanding creation
with community, and inability to satisfy
the number of people interested to study.
Problem solution and management
would depend on social context and
relationship of college administrators
with community, supervisory agencies,
and other public sector agencies, all of
which are the sources of cooperation,
support and even budget.

AY'OF COMMUNITY EDUCATION

A new chapter of Thailand'’s education
has opened to Community College
educational system, the idea imported
from the USA, the country that has
implemented community colleges for
over 100 years and has taught more than
5.5 million students. Thai Community
College is at the beginning only and
still keeps on progressing with the hope
for the future that when the Community
College Act is materialized, this should
be an auspicious sign that will enable
the College to be a juristic person
with more freedom in budgetary
management and curriculum arrangement.
Communities should also be allowed
more to help with the budget.

When all sectors agree that,
Whatever communities do by
themselves, communities should
know their needs and the public
sector serves as supporters only.

This is a real democracy. Therefore,

a new education alternative in the name
of “Community College” should receive
more support from all sectors so that
community colleges can strongly grow
because the expectation of the public
sector, the founder, is higher than the
given budget. Therefore, the hope that
community colleges will help with the
development of the country’s economy
strength according to the College Motto
of “Community College, Developing
Man, Developing Community” will

not be on paper only.
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