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In the past decade, the world’s
major energy is all from fossil fuel,
especially oil. However, with limited
volume of oil production while the
demand is on the rise, India and
China, in particular, have witnessed
swift economic growth after opening
the countries. The world today,
therefore, needs to principally rely
on oil, thereby inevitably faced with
oil price crisis. Nevertheless, amid
fossil fuel energy reliance as today, air
pollution and greenhouse gas effect
have become a common problem of
many countries nowadays.

Such condition has urged
many parties to cooperate in
finding alternative fuel in place
of oil, in addition to wind, solar or
biomass energy several countries
including Thailand have put into
trial use. At present, another
interesting option with possibility
for future development is fuel cell,
an innovation of the energy world
with efficiency but with no pollution.

Fuel cell is a set of equipment
that can change fuel into power.
Hydrogen gas is used as co-fuel
with oxygen in fuel cell to generate
electricity from Electrochemical
Reactions. This can directly
change fuel into electricity without
passing the combustion process.
Engines that use fuel cell, therefore,
cause almost no air pollution and
are more efficient than internal
combustion engines. It is clean
energy. Nevertheless, in the working
process of fuel cell, in addition to
electricity, water and heat are also
derived.
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100-watt fuel cell prototype

is powering TV and video player.

agglsfiau ﬁa%;ﬁ'uﬁ”ﬂaﬂlﬁ

= a @ 9 o

AN uiammmmnumsm:ﬂqﬂmim
CHARLTDLWRIDENILNIRAENINT U
NI UBARINLAANEIUIUIDLUA

< 1 v =
aanuazaalng Mdu andl
fufialndh Bnnashanldluguneat
T wiu Insdwniana Uax
AONNIADIWNNT InIviesd 1pTagan
Sl Wudu

e & a a a
LTARLTBLNRINAANLTIA

LL@inﬂ%ﬁ@ﬂZL‘ﬁuvLWWWﬂizLL BN
(DC current)
naaaln nIanTasld nidug laald

wain ludunawmas

sAlHTwzawaslEvanaaiia 1gu
wadinawaslalasian-nandian
lalasiau-laasdu Insinwu-aandian
T vl wiienenldae was
Wawmaslalasiau-aandiau

wsudszmnelng dunlyed

AN IE AWM AT I THNR
Iua'nvLmLmﬁgﬂﬁﬁ%umﬁ'@ummﬂ%
dszload FuinRauaTegiauas “onu
Tng 1WunaIndn e TTEARIMN
lag USEN Uan. aia (Hr1au)
Tsitrazfiunsianlfiflwdainae
Tulsslwih Mduiogedaluaiaisou
Dwzainasmaunulunianisasues
au v ualfiluiagdvluga wnsaw
asad

AMInAbuMIEUaI 3TN 319
asmﬂsﬂwﬁuazaa@hLﬁmmﬁ"w
FIINTIAVDS Uan. éT\m\‘rgwﬁwiaVLﬂ
asiﬂavlaiwq@ﬂ'a laganedl w.e. 2547
dan. Snvinsdns I sawivein
ferssInananINaalalasian WSy

Y &' ¢ & a &
1#uszlowii luaradirainds G9as
w1 %NHE\]@I’]LﬂNWWﬂﬁ’WﬁﬁiiN“ﬂ’Ia
aa L 4o aga 69w
andadunisnnolnayszlawd lHun
UTLNATAANTUDLNINANATII LA
N TINAZN19BaN w31zl
113 Fenwassunsiaan b i
UI2NA WAGITILAANITAININTHNLEN
MUY wazaayrminansnig

Ao o A &

2IMe N AyAeanilyrIlIngn1 I
130un92an (Greenhouse Effect) i
navilFlanYoutin swiuilgmiinge

1%
=1

TINAUVDIUIUIL TS mﬁiu"umzu

Fuel cell functions like battery.
The difference is that fuel cell can
work continuously without charging.
However, it is not so widely used as
battery because of its high cost of
equipment production and pure
hydrogen.

Nowadays, the world is more
widely interested in studying about
the application of fuel cell. It can be
energy source for both small and
big cars, power generation stations
and in electric appliance e.g. mobile
phone, palm, PDA, television, video,
etc.

There are many kinds of fuel cells,
all of which use DC current, that can
drive motors, light bulb or other
electric appliances by using many
kinds of fuel substances e.g. hydro-
gen-oxygen, hydrogen-hydrazine,
propane-oxygen. The popular one
is hydrogen-oxygen fuel cell.

Thailand is fortunate to find
natural gas in the Gulf of Thailand,
which has been developed for
further utilization, driving Thailand's
economy and society for more
than 2 decades by PTT Public
Company Limited. The utilization
includes power generation,
household cooking gas, alternative
fuel in transport and feedstock of
petrochemical industry.

The research mission to create
benefits and added value from
natural gas of PTT has been
continuously progressing. At the end
of 2004, PTT started to study and
research on the use of natural gas
to produce hydrogen to use in fuel
cell. This is another step in creating
value from natural gas, which will
substantially benefit the country both
directly and indirectly. It can create
a new alternative energy and reduce
dependence on crude oil, whilst
decreasing air pollution. Above all,
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Power generator using a large fuel cell with 250 kW
production capacity, fuelled by natural gas is installed

in Germany for trial use.

the greenhouse effect, which has
warmed the earth, a mutual crisis of
many countries at present, can be
lessened.

The research to develop
Hydrogen Production Unit from
natural gas of PTT is a research
and study of suitable process in
producing hydrogen from natural
gas. It would also improve and
develop catalyst in the system
as major information in creating
fuel cell that uses natural gas as
a main raw material in the future.

It would also undertake economic
feasibility study.

The research team of PTT
Research and Technology Institute
will study and research on hydrogen
production unit as a prototype,
including other supporting units.

It will also study the feasibility in
creating hydrogen production

unit, price evaluation of hydrogen
produced from natural gas compared
with the ones purchased from other
sources. The research will also
study benefits and weaknesses from
investment for further decision
making in establishing hydrogen
from natural gas production plant
on commercial basis.
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A fuel-cell car of Daimler-Chrysler uses hydrogen as
fuel has the maximum speed of 144 km/hour and

can go as far as 450 km. before another fuel filling.

The step in research in produc-
ing fuel cell from natural gas of
PTT is a major step in developing
knowledge of Thailand’s energy
industry, which is in line with
Technology Roadmap of APEC
Technology Foresight Center to
develop new fuel technology
which will play major roles in
the future. At present, fuel cell
has received attention from many
companies worldwide, especially car
manufacturers that have produced
fuel-cell cars e.g. Honda and Toyota
of Japan, Fiat of Italy, General Motors
and Chrysler-Daimler of the USA.

In addition, companies and industrial
plants in the USA, Europe and

Asia are developing fuel cell to
generate electricity for household
and industrial plants.

Therefore, the technical
feasibility study in producing
hydrogen from natural gas for the
use in fuel cell to produce power
or electricity in an efficient manner,
which is environmentally-friendly,
is another crucial movement of
PTT Research and Technology
Institute, that aims to find ways to
develop quality products by taking
into account Thais' quality of life.
This is to be in line with and keeps up
with the changes of future world of
energy.



