
ªí®®ÿ∫—ππ’Èª√–‡∑»‰∑¬¡’æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∑—Èß„π

‡™‘ßª√‘¡“≥·≈–‡™‘ß§ÿ≥¿“æ‡æ’¬ßæÕ°—∫

§«“¡μâÕß°“√¢Õß§π„πª√–‡∑»À√◊Õ‰¡à Õ¬à“ß‰√

‡√“¡’æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±åÕ¬Ÿà¡“°¡“¬ ∑—Èß à«π

¢Õß¿“§√—∞ ‡Õ°™π ·≈–æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ

·μàæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å‡À≈à“π—Èπ¬—ß¡‘‰¥â‡ªìπ·À≈àß§«“¡√Ÿâ

∑’Ë “¡“√∂‡√’¬π√Ÿâ‰¥âÕ¬à“ß‡æ≈‘¥‡æ≈‘π Õ’°∑—Èß

‰¡à‰¥âμÕ∫ πÕß‡ªÑ“À¡“¬„Àâ§π„π™“μ‘‰¥â√Ÿâ

·≈–‡¢â“„®∂÷ß§«“¡‡ªìπ¡“¢Õßμπ‡Õß·≈–

‡°‘¥ ”π÷°„π§«“¡‡ªìπ‰∑¬ ´÷Ëß·μ°μà“ß®“°

æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∑’Ë¡’™◊ËÕ‡ ’¬ß¢Õßμà“ßª√–‡∑»∑’Ë‡¥Á°Ê

 “¡“√∂‡¢â“‰ªÀ“§«“¡√Ÿâ‰¥âÕ¬à“ß‡æ≈‘¥‡æ≈‘π

·μà‡∫◊ÈÕßÀ≈—ß§«“¡‡æ≈‘¥‡æ≈‘π‡À≈à“π—Èπ¡’°“√ ◊ËÕ

§«“¡À¡“¬„Àâ‡¥Á°‡°‘¥°√–∫«π°“√‡√’¬π√Ÿâ

 ‘Ëß∑’Ëπ”¡“®—¥· ¥ß„πæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å¢Õß‡¢“®–‡πâπ

‡√◊ËÕß°“√ ◊ËÕ§«“¡À¡“¬°√–μÿâπ„Àâ‡¥Á°‡°‘¥

°“√μ—Èß§”∂“¡ ‡æ◊ËÕ· «ßÀ“§”μÕ∫

¢≥–∑’Ëæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∫â“π‡√“®–„Àâ§«“¡ ”§—≠

°—∫Õ“§“√ ∂“π∑’Ë ·≈–°“√®—¥μ°·μàß„Àâ «¬ß“¡

∑—π ¡—¬ ·μà‰¡à‰¥â„Àâ§«“¡ ”§—≠°—∫°“√ ◊ËÕ

§«“¡À¡“¬¢Õß ‘Ëß∑’Ë®—¥· ¥ß∑’Ë®– –∑âÕπ

„Àâ‡ÀÁπ«‘∂’™’«‘μ§«“¡‡ªìπÕ¬Ÿà¢π∫∏√√¡‡π’¬¡

«—≤π∏√√¡¢Õß™“μ‘ ´÷Ëß‡ªìπ®ÿ¥ÕàÕπ¢Õß

æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∫â“π‡√“

®ÿ¥ÕàÕπ‡À≈à“π’È‡°‘¥®“° “‡Àμÿ„¥ ·°â‰¢

‰¥âÕ¬à“ß‰√

°“√ √â“ßæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å„π∫â“π‡√“‡ªìπ

°“√ √â“ß·∫∫≈—¥¢—ÈπμÕπ μà“ßª√–‡∑»°«à“®–

 √â“ßæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å¢÷Èπ —°·Ààß ‡¢“®–∑”ß“π‡ªìπ

¢—Èπ‡ªìπμÕπ ¡’°“√ —Ëß ¡√«∫√«¡§«“¡√Ÿâ¢Õß

∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ ·≈â«π”¢âÕ¡Ÿ≈‡À≈à“π—Èπ¡“°”Àπ¥‡ªìπ

π‚¬∫“¬·≈–‡ªÑ“À¡“¬„π°“√¥”‡π‘πß“π¢Õß

æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å‰«âÕ¬à“ß™—¥‡®π  √â“ß§«“¡√à«¡¡◊Õ

„Àâ‡°‘¥„π∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ ·≈– √â“ß‡§√◊Õ¢à“¬‡™◊ËÕ¡‚¬ß

§«“¡√Ÿâ„π∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ°—∫æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å√–¥—∫™“μ‘

‡¢â“¥â«¬°—π ‡æ√“–μâÕß¬Õ¡√—∫«à“æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±åπ—Èπ

‰¡à “¡“√∂‡°Á∫∑ÿ°Õ¬à“ß‰«â‰¥âÀ¡¥ ‡¡◊ËÕ‡¥Á°

æ√âÕ¡Ê ‰ª°—∫°“√ªØ‘√Ÿª°“√»÷°…“´÷Ëß¡ÿàß¢¬“¬æ√¡·¥π·Ààß°“√‡√’¬π√Ÿâ„Àâ°«â“ß°«à“ÀâÕß‡√’¬π·§∫Ê  —ß§¡‰∑¬√‘‡√‘Ë¡∑’Ë®–

ª√—∫ª√ÿßæ—≤π“·À≈àß‡√’¬π√ŸâÀ≈“¬·À≈àß„Àâ¡’ ’ —π·≈–§ÿ≥§à“∑—π¬ÿ§ ¡—¬¡“°¬‘Ëß¢÷Èπ æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å‡ªìπÀπ÷Ëß„π·À≈àß‡√’¬π√Ÿâ´÷Ëß¡’§ÿ≥§à“

·≈–»—°¬¿“æ Ÿß„π°“√ √â“ß √√§å —ß§¡·Ààß°“√‡√’¬π√Ÿâ„Àâ‡°‘¥¢÷Èπ ‡π◊ËÕß®“°‡ªìπ ∂“∫—π∑’Ë “¡“√∂‡™◊ËÕ¡‚¬ßÕ¥’μ  Ÿàªí®®ÿ∫—π

·≈–Õπ“§μ  √â“ß§«“¡√Ÿâ§«“¡‡¢â“„®„πæ—≤π“°“√¢Õß —ß§¡‰¥â‡ªìπÕ¬à“ß¥’

ç√Ÿâ®—°π—°§‘¥é ©∫—∫π’È ‰¥â√—∫‡°’¬√μ‘®“° √».¥√.»√’»—°√ «—≈≈‘‚¿¥¡ À—«Àπâ“§≥–∑”ß“π¥â“π‡π◊ÈÕÀ“æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å¢Õß ∂“∫—π

æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å°“√‡√’¬π√Ÿâ·Ààß™“μ‘ ( æ√.) ·≈–Àπ÷Ëß„πºŸâº≈—°¥—π„Àâ‡°‘¥°“√ √â“ßÕß§å§«“¡√Ÿâ¢Õß™“«∫â“π„π√Ÿª·∫∫æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å™ÿ¡™π

¡“¬àÕ¬ª√– ∫°“√≥å∑’Ë§≈ÿ°§≈’Õ¬Ÿà°—∫°“√∑”ß“πæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å æ√âÕ¡ –∑âÕπ¿“æªí≠À“·≈–Õÿª √√§∑’Ë‡°‘¥¢÷Èπ„π°“√¥”‡π‘πß“π

æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å„π∫â“π‡√“
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Know the Thinker

Power The Thought

In concurrence with education reform, aiming to expand learning border to be broader than narrow classrooms, Thai society
has initiated to improve many learning sources to be more colorful and up-to-date, with more value. A museum is one of the
learning sources with high value and potential in creating and materializing a learning society as a museum is an institution that
can link the past to the present and future, well creating knowledge and understanding social development.

“Know the Thinker” is honored by Associate Professor Dr. Srisakra Vallibhotama, Chief of Working Group on museum
content of the National Discovery Museum Institute and one of the driving forces to create knowledge of local people in the form
of community museum, to digest his experiences in working with museums, whilst reflecting problems and obstacles in working
on museums in Thailand.

»√’»—°√ «—≈≈‘‚¿¥¡

™’È∑“ßÕÕ°æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å ‰∑¬
Srisakra Vallibhotama: Pointing out a Solution to Thai Museums





‡¢â“‰ª‡√’¬π√Ÿâ∑’Ëæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å ‡¢“®– “¡“√∂μ“¡‰ª ◊∫§âπ¢âÕ¡Ÿ≈‰¥â®“°

 ∂“π∑’Ë®√‘ß ‡¥Á°®–‡°‘¥°√–∫«π°“√‡√’¬π√Ÿâ‚¥¬Õ—μ‚π¡—μ‘

¥—ßπ—Èπ °“√ √â“ßæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∑’Ë¥’®–μâÕß¡’æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å¬àÕ¬Ê

√«¡Õ¬Ÿà¥â«¬ ‡æ◊ËÕ„Àâ‡¥Á°‰¥â¡’·À≈àß»÷°…“¢âÕ¡Ÿ≈„π‡™‘ß≈÷° πÕ°®“°π’È

°“√∫√‘À“√ß“π¢Õßæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å·μà≈–·Ààß®”‡ªìπμâÕß‡™◊ËÕ¡‚¬ß°—π‡ªìπ

‡§√◊Õ¢à“¬ ‡æ◊ËÕ„Àâ‡°‘¥·À≈àß‡√’¬π√Ÿâ∑’Ë‡ªìπ°≈ÿà¡æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å¢π“¥„À≠à

§≈â“¬Ê °—∫ ¡‘∏‚´‡π’¬π¢Õßª√–‡∑» À√—∞Õ‡¡√‘°“

„π¢≥–∑’Ë°“√ √â“ßæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∫â“π‡√“‡ªìπ°“√‰ª®”‡Õ“ à«π∑’Ë‡ªìπ

ª≈“¬∑“ß¢Õßμà“ßª√–‡∑»¡“‡≈’¬π·∫∫ §◊Õ°“√„Àâ§«“¡ ”§—≠°—∫

√Ÿª·∫∫°“√π”‡ πÕ °“√„™â ◊ËÕ¡—≈μ‘¡’‡¥’¬ °“√®—¥· ¥ß„Àâ «¬ß“¡

‡√â“„® ´÷Ëß∫“ß§√—ÈßÕÿª°√≥å‡À≈à“π—Èπ¡’§«“¡¬ÿàß¬“°·≈–´—∫´âÕπ‡°‘π‰ª

°≈“¬‡ªìπ°“√∑ÿà¡‡∑∑√—æ¬“°√μà“ßÊ ‡æ◊ËÕ°“√μ°·μàß®π‡°‘π§«“¡®”‡ªìπ

¡“°°«à“°“√„Àâ§«“¡ ”§—≠„π√“¬≈–‡Õ’¬¥¥â“π‡π◊ÈÕÀ“∑’Ë®–®—¥· ¥ß

´÷Ëß‡ªìπÀ—«„® ”§—≠¢Õßæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å ‡¡◊ËÕ„Àâ§«“¡ ”§—≠°—∫«—μ∂ÿÀ√◊Õ

°“√®—¥· ¥ß¡“°‡™àππ’È °“√®—¥μ—ÈßÀ√◊Õª√—∫ª√ÿßæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å®÷ßμâÕßÕ“»—¬

ß∫ª√–¡“≥¡À“»“≈  ·≈–Õ“®‡ªìπ∑’Ë¡“¢Õß°“√§Õ√å√—ª™—π‰¥â

º¡Õ¬“°™«π„Àâ§‘¥«à“ §«“¡À¡“¬¢Õßæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å§◊Õ·À≈àß‡√’¬π√Ÿâ

∑’Ë∑”„Àâ§π‡°‘¥°√–∫«π°“√‡√’¬π√Ÿâ ‰¡à„™à ∂“π∑’Ë∫√√®ÿ§«“¡√Ÿâ À√◊Õ

§≈—ß‡°Á∫«—μ∂ÿÕ¬à“ß‡¥’¬« æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å·∫∫π—Èπ‡¡◊ËÕ‡¢â“‰ª¥ŸÕ“®®–√Ÿâ ÷°

μ◊Ëπμ“μ◊Ëπ„® ·μà ÿ¥∑â“¬ºŸâ‡¢â“™¡®–‰¡à‡°‘¥°“√‡ª≈’Ë¬π·ª≈ß Àπâ“∑’Ë

∑’Ë ”§—≠¢Õßæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å§◊Õ°“√‡ªìπ·À≈àß‡æ‘Ë¡æŸπ§«“¡√Ÿâ°√–μÿâπ„Àâ§π

· «ßÀ“§«“¡√Ÿâ Õ¬“°‡√’¬π√Ÿâ ·≈–√Ÿâ«à“®–À“§«“¡√Ÿâ‰¥âÕ¬à“ß‰√

‡ πàÀå∑’Ë·∑â®√‘ß¢Õß°“√™¡æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å®÷ßÕ¬Ÿà∑’Ë°“√‰¥â§«“¡√Ÿâμ‘¥μ—«¡“

‡¡◊ËÕÕÕ°®“°æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å À“°∑”∂÷ß¢—Èπ‰¥âªí≠≠“·≈–·√ß∫—π¥“≈„®

„π°“√‡√’¬π√ŸâÕ¬à“ßμàÕ‡π◊ËÕß °Á¬‘Ëßπ—∫«à“ª√– ∫§«“¡ ”‡√Á®

‡∑à“∑’Ë‰¥â‡¥‘π∑“ß ”√«®·≈– àß‡ √‘¡æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ∑—Ë«ª√–‡∑»

Õ“®“√¬å¡’¢âÕ —ß‡°μÕ¬à“ß‰√

º¡¡Õß«à“ μÕππ’È‡ªìπ™à«ß¢Õß°“√æ—≤π“ ‡√‘Ë¡¡’æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å‡°‘¥¢÷Èπ

„π∑âÕß∂‘ËπÀ≈“¬·Ààß ´÷Ëß∂◊Õ‡ªìπ®ÿ¥‡√‘Ë¡μâπ∑’Ë¥’ ·μàπà“‡ ’¬¥“¬∑’ËæÕ∑”‰ª

√–¬–Àπ÷Ëßº¡æ∫«à“ °√–∫«π°“√∑”ß“π„π°“√ √â“ßæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ

‡°‘¥¡’§«“¡º‘¥æ≈“¥Õ’° ¥Ÿμ—«Õ¬à“ß®“°æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ„π°√ÿß‡∑æœ

∑’Ë √â“ß¢÷Èπ∑ÿ°‡¢μ ∂◊Õ‡ªìπμ—«Õ¬à“ß§«“¡≈â¡‡À≈«¢Õß°√–∫«π°“√∑”ß“π

°≈à“«§◊Õ‡√‘Ë¡¥â«¬‡®μπ“∑’Ë¥’‡æ◊ËÕ¥÷ß§π„π∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ„Àâ‡¢â“¡“¡’ à«π√à«¡„π

°“√Õπÿ√—°…å¿Ÿ¡‘ªí≠≠“¢Õß∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ „Àâ§π„π™ÿ¡™π‰¥â¡’·À≈àß‡√’¬π√Ÿâ»÷°…“

√“°‡Àßâ“¢Õßμ—«‡Õß ·μàæÕ¥”‡π‘π°“√ √â“ßæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ‡¢â“®√‘ßÊ

°≈—∫°≈“¬‡ªìπ‡√◊ËÕß¢Õß°“√ √â“ßÕ“§“√ ∂“π∑’Ë °“√®—¥À“ ‘Ëß¢Õß

¡“μ—Èß‚™«å ‚¥¬‰¡à¡’°“√ √â“ß‡§√◊Õ¢à“¬·≈°‡ª≈’Ë¬π‡√’¬π√Ÿâ´÷Ëß°—π·≈–°—π

°“√®–∑”„Àâæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ‡ªìπ·À≈àß‡√’¬π√Ÿâ∑’Ë¬—Ëß¬◊π‰¥â®–μâÕß

∑”Õ¬à“ß‰√

æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ®–‡°‘¥¢÷Èπ‰¥âμâÕßÕ“»—¬§«“¡√à«¡¡◊Õ®“°

§π„π∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ ‡æ√“–§π„π∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ‡ªìπ‡®â“¢Õß§«“¡√Ÿâ π—°«‘™“°“√‰¡à¡’

Àπâ“∑’Ë¬—¥‡¬’¬¥§«“¡√Ÿâ¢Õßμπ„ à«—μ∂ÿ ·≈â«π”‰ª®—¥· ¥ß„Àâ™“«∫â“π¥Ÿ

«‘∏’°“√∑”ß“π¢Õßº¡∑’Ë„™â„π°“√æ—≤π“æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ

¢Õß¡Ÿ≈π‘∏‘‡≈Á°-ª√–‰æ «‘√‘¬–æ—π∏ÿå º¡®–¥Ÿ§«“¡æ√âÕ¡¢Õß™“«∫â“π

·≈â«‡¢â“‰ª™à«¬ π—∫ πÿπ„Àâ™“«∫â“π‡°‘¥°√–∫«π°“√∑”ß“π ¡’°“√®—¥

°≈ÿà¡ —¡¡π“∑“ß«‘™“°“√ ®—¥‡«∑’„Àâ§π¿“¬„π·≈–§π¿“¬πÕ°‰¥â¡’
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‚Õ°“ ·≈°‡ª≈’Ë¬π§«“¡§‘¥‡ÀÁπ´÷Ëß°—π·≈–°—π ‡æ◊ËÕ¥÷ß™“«∫â“π„Àâ‡¢â“¡“

¡’ à«π√à«¡  √â“ß„Àâ™“«∫â“π¡’μ—«μπ ¡’§«“¡√—∫º‘¥™Õ∫ ·≈–¡’®‘μ ”π÷°

„π°“√Õπÿ√—°…å«—≤π∏√√¡∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ ®“°π—Èπ°Á®–π”¢âÕ¡Ÿ≈‡À≈à“π—Èπ¡“

 —ß‡§√“–Àå‡ªìπÕß§å§«“¡√Ÿâ ‡æ◊ËÕ°”Àπ¥‡ªÑ“À¡“¬„π°“√¥”‡π‘πß“π¢Õß

æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å ·≈â« √â“ß‡ªìπÕ—μ≈—°…≥å¢Õß·μà≈–∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ¢÷Èπ¡“ ‚¥¬®–‡πâπ

°“√ ◊ËÕ§«“¡À¡“¬¢Õß ‘Ëß∑’Ë®—¥· ¥ß ‰¡à‰¥â‡πâπ§«“¡ «¬ß“¡Õ¬à“ß‡¥’¬«

 ‘Ëß¢Õß∫“ßÕ¬à“ß·¡â®–‰¡à «¬ ·μà∂â“¡’§«“¡À¡“¬°ÁμâÕßπ”¡“®—¥· ¥ß

‡æ√“–æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å‰¡à‰¥â‡ªìπ·°≈≈Õ√’Ë¢“¬¢Õß‡°à“‰«âμ—Èß‚™«å ‘Ëß «¬ß“¡

°“√®—¥æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å·∫∫π’È®÷ß‰¡à®”‡ªìπμâÕß¡’Õ“§“√∑’Ë„À≠à‚μ ·§àÀâÕß‡≈Á°Ê

°Á “¡“√∂∑”‰¥â ∂â“®—¥„Àâπà“ π„® ·≈–¡’‡√◊ËÕß√“«∑’Ë®–π”‡ πÕ

®”‡ªìπ‰À¡∑’Ëæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ®–μâÕßμ—ÈßÕ¬Ÿà„π·À≈àß‚∫√“≥ ∂“π

‚∫√“≥«—μ∂ÿ∑’Ë‡°à“·°à

‰¡à®”‡ªìπ æ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ‡°‘¥¢÷Èπ‰¥â„π∑ÿ°æ◊Èπ∑’Ë∑’Ë¡’°≈ÿà¡§π

Õ“»—¬Õ¬Ÿà‡ªìπ™ÿ¡™π ¡’√–∫∫π‘‡«»∏√√¡™“μ‘¢Õß·μà≈–∑âÕß∂‘Ëπμà“ß°—π‰ª

¡’≈ÿà¡πÈ” ªÉ“‡¢“ ™“¬∑–‡≈ ∑âÕß∑ÿàß œ≈œ ´÷Ëßæ◊Èπ∑’Ëμ√ßπ—Èπ¡’ª√–«—μ‘»“ μ√å

∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ ¡’§«“¡‡ªìπ¡“¢Õß™ÿ¡™π ¡’°“√ª√—∫μ—«¢Õß§π„π∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ

®“°Õ¥’μ®π∂÷ßªí®®ÿ∫—π ‡√◊ËÕß√“«‡À≈à“π’È≈â«π¡’§«“¡ ”§—≠∑“ß —ß§¡

À“°§π„π™ÿ¡™πμ√–Àπ—°∂÷ß√“°‡Àßâ“§«“¡‡ªìπ¡“¢Õßμπ‡Õß

·≈â«°Á “¡“√∂√à«¡¡◊Õ°—π®—¥μ—Èßæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ‰¥â

Õ“®“√¬å¡Õß§«“¡ ”‡√Á®¢Õßæ‘æ‘∏¿—≥±å∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ·μà≈–·ÀàßÕ¬à“ß‰√

®”‡ªìπ‰À¡«à“®–μâÕß¡’§π‡¢â“™¡¡“°
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At present, has Thailand adequate museums both in terms of
quantity and quality for people’s demand?

We have a lot of museums of both public and private
sectors, as well as local museums but those museums are not
knowledge sources for enjoyable learning.  They don’t respond to
the objective of making Thais know and learn of their background
and appreciate being Thai.  This is different from famous
museums abroad where children can go there, get knowledge
with joy.  Behind that pleasure is the communication for children
to learn.  The displays in their museums focus on communication
and motivation for children to question and find answers.

Museums in Thailand focus on buildings and decoration to
be beautiful and modern, but not on communication of the display
to reflect national life style, tradition and culture, which is the weak
point of our museums.

What is the cause of this weakness and how to fix it?
Building a museum in Thailand is a short cut.  In foreign

countries, to build a museum, they must work in steps, starting
from compiling local knowledge, using that knowledge to clearly
specify policy and objective of the museum.  Cooperation in local
areas and network connection between locality and national
museums must be created.  We must admit that a museum
cannot keep all information.  When children go to a museum,
they can monitor and search for information from real location.
Learning process will occur automatically.

Therefore, to build a good museum, there must be small
museums for children to study deeper information.  In addition,
management of each museum must be linked into network to
create learning source as a large museum group, like the
Smithsonian in the USA.

Building a museum in Thailand is by memorizing
the end result of foreign countries and copy.  That is to focus
on presentation format, the use of multimedia and exciting
and beautiful displays.  Sometimes, such equipment is too
complicated, and it turns out to be dedicating too much resource
to decoration, rather than content details, which is the essence
of a museum.  With too much focus on materials and displays,
the instituting or modifying a museum must rely on a large
budget and may be a cause of corruption.

I want you to think that the meaning of a museum is
a learning source that can create learning process.  It’s not
a warehouse of knowledge or materials only.  That kind of museum
may look stunning but at the end, spectators will not change.
An important function of a museum is to increase knowledge and
stimulate people to search for knowledge, want to learn and learn
how to find knowledge.

The real charm of visiting a museum is to have knowledge
back after that.  If one can get intelligence and inspiration for
continuous learning, that’s the success.

From your travel to local museums nationwide, what is your
observation?

I think that this is the development period.  Museums have
emerged in many local areas, which is a good start.  Unfortunately,
after a while, I’ve found that working process in local museums
has some errors.  For example, local museums in Bangkok are
built in every district.  This is a sample of failing work process.
It was started with good intention to attract local people to join
local wisdom preservation.  This is to allow community people to
have learning sources for their own roots.  However, when building

local museums, it’s to construct buildings, find materials for
display, without creating knowledge exchange network.

How to make local museums sustainable learning sources?
Local museums must be born through cooperation from

local people because they’re knowledge owners.  Academics
have no duty to stuff their knowledge and put on display for
local people.

My working style used in developing local museum of
Lek-Prapai Viriyapant Foundation is to see their readiness and
support them to create working process.  Academic seminars
are organized.  Opinion exchange forums between internal and
external people are held to attract local people’s participation.
We must create the identity of villagers, make them responsible
and have consciousness in conserving local culture.  Then we
synthesize the information into knowledge to specify objective in
implementing the museum and create the identity of each local
area, by focusing on communication of display.  It’s not only
beauty.  Some displays may not be beautiful but if they’re
meaningful, we must put them on display.  This is because
a museum is not an antique gallery of beautiful things.  It’s not
necessary for this kind of museum organization to have large
buildings.  Only small rooms can be done if the display is
interesting with stories to present.

Is it necessary for local museums to be located in old historical
ruins and objects?

No.  Local museums can be in any place where a group of
people live together in community with different natural ecological
system, with basin areas, mountains, seas, fields, etc.  That area
should have local history, community background, adjustment
of local people from the past to the present.  These stories are
socially significant.  If people in the community are aware of
their own roots, they can cooperate to establish a local museum.

In your opinion, what is the success of each local museum?
Is it necessary to have a lot of visitors?

To establish local museums should not start with the
number of visitors in mind.  A major target group of a museum
is local people while outsiders will come to learn to understand
culture.

To measure the success of a museum from the number of
visitors is a result of the influence of tourism and capitalism, with
benefit involved.  If it is so, a museum will become a tourist venue
of capitalism.  Tourists can do anything crazy if they want to.
Tourism right now is a matter of release rather than to make
people know cultural diversity and peaceful living together.

In my opinion, the success of a local museum depends
on the role of that museum, how much it can create knowledge
and understanding of local area for local people to know and
understand.  It’s certain that to do that, it must be implemented
by local people for local people.  Outsiders, whether it be
academic or tourist are just supportive in terms of academics
or capital for continuous implementation.

I’ve seen many examples of local museums that can
work well.  There’s a connection to instruction in schools.
It’s to instill in children and youths the history of their home towns.
With knowledge and understanding, they’ll love and treasure it.
To develop local area, these communities must be strong
with more definite developmental directions than those that
don’t know their roots.


