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His Majesty the King

The Power of His Kindness Pouring out to His People

“...An important principle is that there must be water for
consumption, use and agriculture because life is there.

If there’s water, man can live. Without water, people can't live.
No electricity, people can still live, but with no electricity
and water, people can't live...”

The royal saying of His Majesty the King at the Chitralada
Palace on March 17, 1986 put prime concern on water that
“Water is life.”

During the 60 years of his reign, His Majesty the King’s
multifarious duties have covered every work of national
development, especially water and hydropower, in which His
Majesty the King has put his interest. The development of water
sources, in particular, has received more attention than other
Development Projects from the Royal Initiatives.

Therefore, “His Majesty the King and Hydropower”, a lecture
organized at the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT)
through the cooperation of the Petroleum Institute of Thailand and
the Ministry of Energy, is the one that disseminated His Majesty
the King's multifarious duties on irrigation in the project of energy
development according to His Majesty’s royal initiatives to commemo-
rate His Majesty’s 60th Anniversary Accession to the Throne.

The event was honored by His Excellency Air Vice Marshal
Kamthon Sindhavanond, Privy Councilor, and Mr. Kasem Chatikavanij,
two former governors of EGAT, to relate the stories as both of
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them played significant roles in developing hydropower in Thailand
in the first phase. They were granted the royal audience with
His Majesty the King to satisfy His saying in developing hydropower.
His Excellency Air Vice Marshal Kamthon Sindhavanond,
Privy Councilor, talked about the background of Development
Projects from the Royal Initiatives, which is different from and
not overlapping with the state projects. After His coronation to
the throne, he went back to study by changing his major from
engineering to law and government. After his graduation, he
returned to Thailand and started to visit His subjects nationwide in
order to ask of their well-being and livelihood, as well as problems
by himself. Then, there was still no Development Project from
the Royal Initiatives. When he was close to the people, he learned
of real information of each local area. After that, he examined
the fact from maps and thought out development projects.
Concurrently, during his visit to the countryside, he asked the
Office of the National Economic and Social Development Board
(NESDB) to go along to take care of various plans, especially the
border areas. The NESDB would inspect whether the projects
duplicated with any of the government. If it's a large project and
needed huge budget, His Majesty would let the NESDB propose to
the government. For example, Pak Phanang Basin Development
Project in Nakhon Si Thammarat province which was implemented
by the government during its first 3 years but there’s no progress
yet. His Majesty, therefore, purposed the establishment to be
a Development Project from the Royal Initiatives. Right now,
it can well relieve problems of flood, water shortage in dry season
and water pollution from shrimp farm affecting rice farm for
villagers.
His Excellency Air Vice Marshal Kamthon Sindhavanond, Privy
Councilor, added that His Majesty the King was most interested in
the water resource development projects as most Thais are farmers.
For people in remote rural areas, in particular, water is the most
important thing for agriculture and fishery. His Majesty the King
always seeks for water resources and promotes the construction of
dams and small dikes for water collection. He also researches until
he totally understands the system, even minute details. For example,
how much this dam can contain water, and under the sunlight
for this period of time, how much water evaporates.
Water resource development project due to His Majesty’s
the King's initiatives have created a host of benefits to Thai people
and the country as follows:
® Agricultural areas are richly watered, able to cultivate in
both rainy and dry season, creating more income to people

® Water draining project from low-lying areas according to
the royal initiatives in border of swamps have enabled
people with no land of their own to make a living there
and not to invade other forest areas.

® The building of various sizes of water reservoir and

releasing fishes can make people in the vicinity to have
fish for their family’s consumption and have more income.
® People have clean water for sufficient consumption and
use throughout the year, equipping them with better health
® Some projects have relieved floods in large city
communities e.g. Bangkok and its environs e.g. Monkey
Cheek Project.
® Water resource development project for hydropower
generation has helped people living in mountains
and forest in remote rural areas to have electricity for
lighting in the household and agriculture.

® Water resource development project to preserve
watershed areas according to His Royal Initiatives can
moisturize the soil and forests along both stream banks to
be lush green all year round. It can also prevent bush fire.

In addition, Mr. Kasem Chatikavanij, the former EGAT
Governor, added that His Majesty the King was specially interested
in water and dams. Therefore, the debut of EGAT was from
the Yanhee Electricity Authority Act in 1957. Bhumibol Dam or
Yanhee Electricity Authority Dam was emerged from Ping River
Basin Development Project of His Majesty with a principal objective
to generate a large hydropower in Thailand. The dam can be used to
contain water for agriculture of the area in the vicinity.

Having chances in working closely to serve His Majesty,

Mr. Kasem talked more about the past. Many projects due to

His Royal Initiatives can be accomplished very well because of
His Majesty’s charisma. This is because large projects need

a huge amount of budget. If it's other people, they would
principally think about the returns. However, His Majesty the King
is very visionary how much this project will benefit Thais on the
whole. Some projects cannot be materialized without His Majesty
the King. For example, Pasak Chonlasit Dam Project, a very
beneficial project in solving flood problem for the central region.
However, the site of the dam is in the rice field area in the central
region and local people did not want to move. Nevertheless, when
His Majesty explained the benefits all would get from the dam
construction, while the public sector supported the fair returns to
those who had to move, this project ended successfully owing to
the charisma of His Majesty the King.

In addition, His Majesty had the idea in adding and creating
benefits from existing hydropower dams. He was concerned
about the problems that may follow. For example, sediments in
the dam would increase and one day they will fill up, how to solve
the problem. His Majesty thus provided some directions to His
Excellency Privy Councilor to prepare for the solution. The Privy
Councilor answered that it would take several hundred years
before the sediments would fill up the dam. His Majesty then said
jokingly that if he could think out the solution, he should write it
on a piece of paper, put it in a jar and bury it for next generations.
It can be seen that His Majesty always puts prime concern and
meticulous and well-rounded consideration on all problems related
with the livelihood of Thais.

Therefore, when “water” is the life of his people, His Majesty
the King has worked so hard, hoping that His people would live
happily, have profession and income in sufficiency. His intelligence
in managing water resources in many projects, including
Hydropower Project through His Initiatives has earned His Majesty
the name “Teacher of Water Resources of the Country.”

Various projects according to His Royal Initiatives are all
connected — forest, water, soil and man. Water and hydropower
project, in particular, is regarded the essence of development.

His Majesty has done everything in every step for the benefits
of His people and sustainable development of the country.

Mr. Pramote Maiklat, the former Director-General of the Royal
Irrigation Department who had a chance to closely serve

His Majesty the King about the solution and development of
“water resources” said to Prachachart Turakij Newspaper dated
5-10 October 1995, “His work is wide ranging. With water
shortage, He acquires it. With floods and too much water,

He manages to lessen it. With water pollution and water
management required, He knows the problem in details.”




