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Fducation Reform...must be gradual
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Thailand issued the National Education Act B.E. 2542, a start of official education reform. However,

on the 6™ anniversary of education reform, there is a reflection that Thailand’s education has not gone
anywhere. Today, in the 7" year, the issue of education reform is still on the mind of those involved with

and close to education circle whether education reform still goes on or halts and we’ve been on the right track.
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“Know the Thinker” of this issue is honored

by Mr. Anuch Arpapirom, a thinker, writer,
researcher and the leader of Thailand’s
Direction Information Project, to look at the
overall picture of education reform in the view
of social scientist. This will make us see good
pictures and aspects of education reform many
may think it goes nowhere and distant from
success.
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In your opinion, what are the framework of education
reform in terms of philosophy, objective and
implementation?
77777 > The cause of education reform is usually from
social change, generally in order to keep pace with the
world and changes or walk hand in hand with demand.
Political, social and economic factors also materialize
the reform. However, effective reform must come
from: first — agreement, second - powerful center,
third - distinct center, and four — well-managed center.
Therefore, to make teachers feel like changing,
we must look back at the center, that is politics.
However, Thai politics is weak, thereby even weakening
the reform. Not much can be done and education
reform is hard to come by.

Some say that education reform by using law as

a mechanism will create change. Do you agree with
this and how?

77777 > Law is a very important tool but | think there's
one weak point. That is we usually think that things
can be done easily with laws, and forget that reform
takes time. It's hard to succeed if we specify it as 5 or
10 years. On the other hand, Thailand is not a lawist
country. Thais don't respect laws. Even laws are
changed, it's still hard. If it's really necessary, there’ll
be pushed but it will be sustainable or not depends on
social system. This is because education is on social
system, whilst also nurturing the society. It's like body
and mind. When the body is weak, the mind can’t be
strong. They must be related. With strong body and
mind, the body can be strong. This is a lesson that it
must be gradual, like it's said that education is lifelong.
We must study, reform and keep on doing.

Do you think that after 7 years of the National
Education Act, is there any change in Thailand’s
education? What should be changed but it still
hasn’t occurred yet?

77777 > Education reform is regarded successful as it
has been done. It doesn’t mean nothing. There're
changes and attempts in pushing. It's much better
than in the past because then the laws couldn’t be
issued even. We have done to a certain extent. On the
other hand, our reform is elevating the quality, which is
harder than quantity upgrade.

The success is for example, the intention to
combine education is possible; the intention to prevent
internal organizations to argue by adjusting them
into various pieces. I'm not close to instruction
management of teachers but at least | think teachers
will find more liberal atmosphere. In the past, the
instruction must be the same throughout the country.
Now the curriculum is quite open. There’s a good
atmosphere in schools as they have more right to make
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decisions. The scholarship provision i.e. one district,
one scholarship at least has opened up educational
opportunities. Opportunities to have access to
education of all sectors are more open.

However, what remains the same is that parents
| know in Bangkok still run around to send their
children to famous schools. This should change but
people are still the same.

What factors have made education reform
unsuccessful and how to make it a success?

————— > There are some improvements but maybe
quite slow. Those who are hotheaded would say it has
failed but those who work may say a lot has been done.
There should be a measurement equipment but we
still need target. Japan or the USA still has education
reform but their target is clear that education must
take their people to the learning society. They think
that educational system can help but ours isn’t

clear from the start. It's clearin a broad sense. For
example, we say children are centers but what's next.
I'think it should be clearer and were still arguing.
Some say to follow the globalization while others
want to go against it.

However, social cycle is like this. When faced with
swift change, there’ll be stress and different opinions.
When the stream is stronger, finally they’'ll move and
get connected. Now, it's still not clear and so it's hard
to reform. Education reform must be linked with
politics, society and economy. It must go together
with bureaucracy reform. It must rely on bureaucratic
system. To go it alone isn’t strong enough but the
bureaucratic system wants to be the same and doesn't
want to decentralize. When the administrative power
is weak, many things slow down.

Do you think that now we’re in the education reform
period or have passed it? What is the next mission
we should do in developing education?

————— > Education reform is still moving. There may
be some hiccups but it still moves. Reform is lifelong.
The world society is changing very fast. Our next
mission is that we must look at the world in both broad
and deep perspectives or world perspective to compare
and see where our strengths and weaknesses are.
Don't just look at ourselves and blame one another.
Don't look down on others. Now some propose
education to be world consciousness. That is to teach
the significance of environment, mutual resources

of the world. This is another point that reflects that
education isn’t steady. It's ready to acknowledge

and learn new forms of education all the time. >>>





