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y v Tamkb
Organization of Paksong,
Phato District, Chumphon Province

Law enactment to promote the cultivation of ya faek (vetiver grass)

A big move to prevent soil degradation in a more sustainable way
The competition of planting vetiver grass to mark
the 60 Anniversary Celebrations of His Majesty the King’s Accession to the Throne

To celebrate the 60" Anniversary of His Majesty the King's Accession to the Throne in 2006, the
Chaipattana Foundation joins forces with the Office of the Royal Development Project Board,
Department of Land Development, and PTT to organize special activity entitled “The Project of
cultivating vetiver grass to celebrate the 60" Anniversary of His Majesty the King’s Accession to
the Throne” with the purpose of disseminating knowledge on the usefulness of vetiver grass in
preserving topsoil and water sources according to the royal initiatives and encouraging all sectors
to cultivate this easily growing plant.

In an attempt to promote the cultivation of vetiver grass across the country, this unique project
is first launched to follow HM the King's footsteps. The activity is categorized into three types
including the cultivation (with three sub-types : cultivation : organization, cultivation : community,
and cultivation : individual), cultivation promotion, and poster making encouraging the cultivation.

There are 32 awards for this contest. In the first category there are four rewards for organiza-
tions, six rewards for communities, and nine awards for individuals. In the second category there
are five rewards. In the last category there are eight rewards, one for the winner, two for runner-
ups, and five for the complimentary competitors. HM the King will graciously bestow 25 trophies to
all winners to boost up their morale and honor those who do the good deeds for their motherland.
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“Paksong” is a small tambon that receives the
largest quantity of rain water compared to other areas on
the edge of the Malaya Peninsula. Its geographical
terrain consists of forest and precipitous mountain. So soil
erosion is the severe problem of the community. The
Tambon Administration Organization tries to enforce
local law or enactment concerning about the cultivation
and preservation of vetiver grass to prevent the topsoil
degradation and to stimulate villagers to help preserve
soil and water in a more appropriate way.

The westernmost part of Chumphon is the location of
Tambon Administration Organization of Paksong which is
one of the four tambons of Phato Districtin Chumphon Prov-
ince that has the largest amount of rain water in the Ma-
laya Peninsula, ranging from 2,800 up to 4,000 mL. per year.

On the 200,000-rai plot of land of this community is
studded with steep mountains nestled in the vast humid
virgin forest. Many houses are scattered along the river
banks. Three decades ago, the forest patch had been shrunk
drastically with the encroachment of people from other com-
munities who wanted to settle down on this fertile land.
Currently, Paksong consists of 1,846 households or almost
5,000 villagers. Most of them are agriculturalists. A plain
along the hillside and precipitous slope serve as the culti-
vation land. Villagers practice both mono-crop and
integrated agriculture like coffee, palm tree, rubber tree,
fruits, and betel palm, etc.

Through the mono-crop practice in a last few years,
soil had been deteriorated. The natural factor like a large
amount of rain water also severely aggravates erosion of
topsoil. The constructions of roads, high-voltage electric
wires and other fundamental facilities for the sake of con-
venience have resulted in the clear-cut forest and ruined
mountainous zones. As a result, the downpour can wash
out topsoil, leaving only a large pile of mud down in the
Rang Suan river basin.

Villagers of Paksong had encountered with this prob-
lem for ages with no systematic solution taken. It was not
until the Phato Water Conservation and Management
Centre of Chumphon stepped in to talk with villagers and
put HM the King's royal initiatives of using vetiver grass
to protect soil and water into practice. Villagers then saw
a potential solution.

In 2000 this centre persuaded the community to start
their experiment by planting many seedlings onto the
areas vulnerable to erosion and degradation. Their effort
was paid off. Topsoil on road shoulder is steeper and ero
sion is reduced. Villagers then believe that this ordinary
grass can help prevent soil evosion.

In 2001 Pitak Tanesthavornkul, the conservationist from
the centre had played a dynamic role in local politics when
he became part of the Tambon Administration Organiza-
tion. He integrated the great usefulness of vetiver grass into
the work of soil keepers whose work was to improve the
quality of soil. He also implemented the preservation of soil
and water project by using vetiver grass into the working
plan of his organization. Through the continuous campaign

and promotion, he finally was able to issue the local enact-
ment entitled “The promotion of vetiver grass cultivation
to preserve soil and water and to celebrate the 60t
Anniversary of His Majesty the King's Accession to the
Throne in 2006” with the following details :

4) The purchase and the employment according to the
strategy of developing the fundamental structures must be
identified in the purchase and the employment announce-
ment. The employee must cultivate vetiver grass to protect
soil and water all the time.

5] The Tambon Administration Organization must
initiate the learning process about vetiver grass among
villagers in order to disseminate the use of the natural
resource and to make the project successful.

6) The Tambon Administration Organization must take
the measures to encourage people to plant vetiver grass to
protect for soil and water in the areas susceptible to high
erosion and degradation, the highland, the areas where soil
is infertile, the new cultivated land, the construction site
that stands on the high slope, the areas where road reno-
vation project is in progress, the area adjacent to an irriga-
tion canal, or the areas close to swamp, canal, marsh, and
pond.

7) The Tambon Administration Organization must sup-
port communities and other organizations responsible for
the planting of vetiver grass in Paksong community.

9) No one can destroy or uproot vetiver grass thrived
along the areas vulnerable to severe erosion and degrada-
tion, crisis zones, newly-open location, steep area, road-
side adjacent to an irrigation canal that is under construc-
tion, swamp, canal, or any area that is demarcated for the
cultivation before being allowed, except the private land.

10) If local authorities consider that some areas are
suitable for the cultivation of vetiver grass they have to seek
advice from those responsible for their final decision and
then they can carry out their mission.

11) The Tambon Administration Organization must set
up the working team to take charge in the cultivation of
vetiver grass to preserve soil and water for the maximum
benefit.

12) Those who violate the Enactment No. 9 must be
punished by the Tambon Administration Organization
according to the penalty stated in the Enactment and
related law.

Currently, local organizations, both government and
private sectors, including the Tambon Administration
Organization must follow this Enactment strictly after they
construct the new road or clear the land to set up the high-
voltage electric wires.

After the Enactment is issued for almost a year, more
than 500,000 vetiver grasses are cultivated in Paksong area.
Villagers set a high hope that their community will be abun-
dant once again.

With the clear plan and policy, the sustainable devel-
opment can be easily attained.



