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Fine and Good Teachers are Prevalent
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Thai Wisdom Teacher in the field of art (the invention of Lanna
folk toys)

Teacher Jaikhum Tapunyo was born on March 27, 1929. A
Chiang Mai native, Jaikhum or Phor Aui Jaikhum is an art mas-
ter who brings the new lease of life to the traditional Lanna toys.
Assorted types of local materials are elaborately designed into
eye-catching objects like a top, small windmill, bird, rat, stilt,
bamboo whistle, bowl, coconut-shell piggy bank, to name a few.
In an attempt to keep the art of making traditional toys alive,
Jaikhum has launched the educational project entitled “Aui Son
Larn” (Grandpa teaches his grandchildren) in an attempt to pass
on local wisdom to the children, youngsters, and those inter-
ested since 1996 until now. More interestingly, Jaikhum has
transformed a humble object like coconut shell into an alms-
bowl which tremendously fascinates many foreigners. Through-
out the passage of time, Jaikhum's traditional toys have been
developed to be more diverse, thus making them become the
hot commodities among those toy fanciers. Consequently,
Jaikhum then has disseminated his knowledge to the senile and
children groups so they can create folk playthings on their own
and meanwhile generate more income for their family, hence
unexpectedly helping strengthen their economic security.

Due to his effort to pass on his artistic knowledge to other
people until they can hone their skills of designing the local toys
and his great contribution to society, Jaikhum Tapunyo was
honoured as the Thai Wisdom Teacher, the third batch, in the
field of Art (the invention of Lanna folk toys]) in 2002 by the Office
of the Education Council, the Ministry of Education.

Thai Wisdom Teacher in the field of Fund and Community
Business

Revered monk Manus Khantidhammo was born on June 6,
1966 in Chanthaburi Province. He has used the Four Noble Truths
in Buddhism as guidance for Buddhists to save their money for
the rainy days which can bring huge benefit to their life, family,
and society. Meanwhile, in a bid to eliminate sufferings caused
by poverty villagers with the support from the abbot join forces
together to establish the Savings Group. Savings deposit is allo-
cated to promote jobs for villagers and provide welfare for all
members. With its systematic and efficient management, the
saving group now has 122 member groups with savings of
87,925,822 baht. Knowledge about savings gleaned by the abbot
is the integration among religious, spiritual, monetary, political,
social, natural, and environmental essences in which the faith-
ful Buddhists are the main pillar. This eventually leads to the
establishment of strong community.

Owing to his effort to disseminate his established knowl-
edge to other people and his great contribution to society, the
abbot Manus Khantidhammo was honoured as the Thai Wisdom
Teacher, the third batch, in the field of Fund and Community
Business in 2002 by the Office of the Education Council, the Min-
istry of Education.
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Thai Wisdom Teacher in the field of agriculture

Teacher Phai Soisaklang was born on August 3, 1930 in
Buri Ram Province. He is a local sage of northeastern region
who can successfully save his poverty-stricken community. Phai
has adopted the new theory of HM the King and then transformed
his consumerism into self-sustainable lifestyle. Meanwhile, he
also set up the group learning centre entitled E-to Noi to allow
the neighboring villages to learn more about the self-sufficient
concept. Besides, with great support from Prof. Saneh Jamarik,
he has joined forces with many networks to inaugurate the Isan
Community School and then establish special curriculum rel-
evant to integrated agriculture, local ritual, rice bank, revival of
local tradition and culture, and cow funds. As a result, local vil-
lagers can stand on their own feet and meanwhile lend their
helping hands to other people, hence leading to sustainable and
secured development.

Owing to his effort to disseminate his established knowl-
edge to other people and his great contribution to society, Phai
Soisaklang was honoured as the Thai Wisdom Teacher, the third
batch, in the field of Agriculture in 2002 by the Office of the Edu-
cation Council, the Ministry of Education.

Thai Wisdom Teacher in the field of Thai Traditional Medicine

Mr. Geecha Vimolmethee was born on March 6, 1933 in
Nakhon Si Thammarat Province. He is the founder of Thai Tradi-
tional Medicine Centre in Salameechai Temple. In an effort to
keep the Thai traditional therapy alive, Geecha has dedicated
himself to save a legion of patients for 22 years now. Born in the
Thai traditional medicine family, Geecha had an opportunity to
learn more about herbal medicines and the art of mixing cura-
tive herbs from his grandfather and uncle. Later he studied about
the traditional medicine on his own until he could attain medical
certificates in the field of medical science and pharmaceutical.
Geecha is considered one of the country’s veteran Thai tradi-
tional physicians. Also, he is now a committee responsible for
drafting Thai traditional medicine curriculum for the Ministry of
Health. Thai Traditional Centre in Salameechai Temple consists
of Thai medicine manufacturing room, Thai Traditional Medi-
cine Library, herbal garden, and figures of 82 hermits in differ-
ent massaging postures. This centre serves as the learning cen-
tre where people can enrich themselves with more knowledge
about Thai traditional medicine and simultaneously visitors can
learn more on how to cure a disease on their own.

Owing to his effort to disseminate his established knowl-
edge to other people and his great contribution to society, Geecha
Vimolmethee was honoured as the Thai Wisdom Teacher, the
third batch, in the field of Thai Traditional Medicine in 2002 by
the Office of the Education Council, the Ministry of Education.



