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Universe and Unthinkables




31

paldldizasndan winaznaanelsaszuafn ANITALNS

a = = = L a
ﬂ‘iz"l’]ﬂﬁlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂuﬁuﬂﬂ uﬂﬂﬂuv‘u\j LW?’]vaNQ’]QWE]']ﬂ']i

o v v a & o a [ a &
nansunndazitaninlilileslandsdilanlusi g 1inaiu

i [ > v a ¢  1ay v v
3710 5"1\1ﬂ’J']NVI"IVI']E]olﬂ'J\‘iﬂ']?'JVIEI']ﬁ"I ﬂ?ﬂﬂ“iﬂ‘lﬂﬂ 1321308}

aziagilsingnisaifiiandn Tsaszunanieam A1 dag

nalinangarannlulalasuaraauatnsenniiazlfe sle

AaNINAIANWTa NI L YA B

3w 52 31 RAeINITENTY

v o = = =
NINTBN ) NUNANANTBIAUNTLAY
w1 wnlalls usazgideinisadng
= | Vv Vv [~3
AuABaIATIYATIIAEANLAULA
melaliean waudnAudnIe an
MENENENNUBTULAELBINNT LN
“aHeUnFla T IUNESLAINN Y
winfd susunaglalgansegn
uaztzayNdsaglamuldunauuan
T ldAunen [aRanisanans

a & o

Aasainullsng wunteFediia
£ oAn g & A a ¢ 1
1y Blaldafausniifaunnisaiiduil
UAZWNNAZDNNDN WNENITRABINT
1Us2Uam 1 TRINNALAUAIFDIAAD

= P = a |
LT@QL?H@ULMu@ﬁTTNSﬂq[ﬂﬂ@uLﬂu

o o i R | Ay
AUALLTN UATH NNALNIINEINIT
&

uan

a

ARy

o

apliiluniisluannislaanig
Q‘ﬂl =l 1 1
HaeEendn lzagrmuny
1satianalalldlsanien < Auiag
AuAun  walusanisunndlannig
Fﬁﬂmmiummiﬁmzimlmm%q
v 1 =
quuLaa lsagihvnum wise Mass
Hysteria AnaglungulsAnIg@mg o

NEAALEeINDANTTH YARNAIN

Ao o v Al
A uldynyy warAong niidnag
uire wwondeaeuly vl
“ vi oa =& o
fufiuineclstuseu fo lnuena
a a e o o
an9lagunlasreessuusy T ul
) Yo VY aca
A7 Ayn ¥ YliTuIdesas Uiiag
A1NTEINN T MR RWTIUlTAANTN WA
laldlspandn Faennsmnae Ay
e o o a o | a
wnugnu anedngludsla uay
a = o o
1Ay LaINUANNNGT Ay Dr.
Marc D. Feldman VLmﬁﬁﬁ‘iﬂﬁﬂﬂfns\l
139lsagimiums) (Mass Hysteria)
dulsannelminngueinisiFand
Mass Sociogenic Illness ¥i7a MS| GR

aa 1 ar v
nonranuls

o

al e v
Janwourpanalag

) v v o =1
A AuaIuIuNIni~ naAuLeY
tngniinangluanlunuid wazls
HNAIDENNNTUANHIYRILANTINLT 81
lulsaFguumanilanignassan
dszina nigewiina lunndu uin
o YV YV o
150 AL AxNARLIINTULsENUEN IS
NANAUNTBNNUNLINEIINT LN
AUNTIUBNINLTUAITUDILE DN
7 anmudanldvinldisad naaul”

& = PR - o
@f]ﬂuu@\jqﬂ‘lﬂLﬂ]qﬁrﬂ\jquLﬂzﬂ@UNq

1 al v = Vv
UaNNNANILEaHNBINITNad” aAdt
THUNUANAUB VAT NUUDIT TR
WHIUAITUBIFAILEY UANEALHDINIT
12a1n 1aavies dmINAawaziyn

a (3 1] ar
Mgl 40 U7 AN 63 AULaauLn
wazgnin <lsawenung wsidn 1 99l
1 wanismenaaanitlangd
wnnannailulng warludl 191u-
Weuluanmisusatnala UaTliLin
| @ o =1 =
Juannguiianiduingesaiainis
MSI atndlifed 98 daudnlans
NMARINUWANYNAUMIEFLULIAT
Trdunu
5% 0% = @ =
uitnagliyananisaniuvite
A v a I’s |
Aunazeresdsingnisalginiuny
all v 6 o ar s
paviilaifumenisnd anyludsedn-
A:l‘ a J dll = 1 )
AN ASINATWAE 314 tnew lull
AA. 1692 qmuﬁqmmmmﬁwuﬁm
WY TNULIN T TaTFUN d1gen6
Winuege 4 Au assadugiuar 5
= z K% o |
ANLdalvAnlunginudnludun
drluaglumgnaniunananatinuddla
lupnuAstiuazidueanlasn aumi
vy a P 1% =
WigUs nsiiey 50 au Aasnniu
= ar e‘ay ] 1
witle “watlumnnisaitadnglaifinig
a A A ° =
PANLAEN LUNTIRNNTNTEVNDILAN
a & = = a
W 4 AU Ul Jeuniadlan
A ° Yo v
aziuiletn e uARBEATNAULEY
P ° v 7= &
WagunaLarANivinlifianisol
o6 v & 1%
IRI N LR e R T faR R R

AEANN sifiauadtyaenaILiu



32

.|
Wud “wnmasnisiiadsngnisalgUimiumiinasiiaiunguianudga
wazwninsratseanllluianineetnerqniia wenaNUuELAEINUALANN
A v a = Ay | ' Ao a
waviedduluFeantaaatiwanliean lnawwzlulssnalnefdad
= o = P ' % va oo Y o Ay o a |
AnndaRuluEeliaguan el ligugessafuauilirseiunuet
Uaepie AuduunnisainiininiFaundglsafauisonAnmaazininen
FIMIA NAUAT NI 100 AL LNABINITTN 389l7 LAz G sansasadlass
£% o | aa o a ° Yy a (% < a
wian ) nu wnurdonsyyyvelszgulsaTeu vinlAguTuNsRes wla
TraFawiunate 2 T4 ausioftusdioutusdasauiut w0
wWunistlalsaFaunin  Hesaininiseengnuuntinlsadaunluussan
a = | a o A 2 Y a o a = a
Ayaegmunuuignanduliinegaadn T winiFauneseaaiesmn
| =~ aa I a = v v My a v v o= =
aueaiesmaglulsaGoufidnegladlinmeliidimewdn Gaguilauas
= P v A oA a a | c o
duwwaua? 1u yuludieanuimeiTed@adny I uetuANT
A o o Y a fea o v & e
wALenuNaUNINedlulsa@mnanan asaRAm AUl iEestiduny 1ag
& & o '3 o ¥ | A
wiswwndilsnan] yuowddlsal daansensos asnsow @ 18 guldneniei
LﬁﬂﬁﬂL?‘ﬂuL'ﬂuﬂﬁ*\iﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂgmmﬁ@ﬂﬁmumﬂ' eanatlungn Dissociative
(Conversion) Disorders \ilutlsngnisainisaninulalunninialng ws
'ulngjaziialunianziuaanidaaniletaziinaInANuIIa109iaInud
IAENNINAALUNGUANTN HBHANNATEA TANMI9R MTERANTIAINEEN
a = P = o 1 o v v P |
MITEN FRUNeUYTEATALATY FANALNITYNNTEAUAILANNTALINDEN
° v a v o4 a =& = Yo
agmlmiinennisladne waziileinen1siu 1 AY AUaAU - azlasu
al a ] ar 1 @ v a 1 [~ a ]
ANuLATtauHRAnfRanullatesIniindnalsainne waltulsafnnanida
= o o a Y @ ° tZ a ° a v
esanndadnnganlaldduuiaisaneiligniniiaadmneanlaliig Tay
o Ao o P aa v a (% [% =
wwglu sanlnandniianudeGeaddyoyiudainesdesion deans
TNHIALADITNANUNITHENANDANAINAY LALLANIZAUNNBINITHAN YT D
A v oo = v o % ~ a ° a (%
Fusudenaiuauuin ) Winauldeginu ivasanisiiiaadimnsaslali
o = o = af | o = t% a v o
AuAudy laanalifnazfiuies wavnnfluninfaglienaaneAsaslauay
e ~ vad =
wneauiaainirazlamiulaeiso
uazilaunnansall moungatululafife AcuATEATEANNERAN
o = | | = o = | t%
nealuEewne  awsauninszatganyansuislldyanauils uaznal
AN mfafaﬂfmmimwnfmﬁgmt,mslumjuﬂu@"ﬂmumnmmmﬁuiﬁ@?q
= ' = v a v a ° a v o = a | A
WIlN? UFBLNATULAIDNIANARINBIUNIAUD WS UALLNLAETINT R LN
% | oA A A v %% < A - P '
19U aulvgideie viedarliigldndiuu dedtafludaawanig
w?aﬁl@ﬁw@iu@mﬂmﬂ@ummﬁ@G’?ﬂn?mmm wla AU 4 N9unean
| & @ 1% & o a o q v | o @ W °
winaiiuly wazwniilugudl wanaezlsivinliaungulunganiusein
WOANTTHAINANA? @mﬁfau%ﬁﬁmwmﬂmmﬂu?@ﬂﬁuﬁﬁqmmqmm
g o a 1% 2 o o I a 1% v =2 a
Pldnluponasdilang @9 ndwdelanusdnainisinaudnisda a
1% o g o 6 v | | | ~ | i b o
da 1 mwatagnvinlinsvaedwlirguieialalien udlasass... Ao

= v o a o = Lo & @ @
Wﬂﬂu‘m@@ﬂ?mm@ﬁ‘]_ﬂilLL@ZENﬂd@umﬂu‘ﬂ%ﬂ‘uLiﬁiﬂ[ﬂ@@mﬂﬁ@mﬂlﬂm

Is it
a mirage
or

It is so common to talk about the
communicable epidemic that can be
transmitted from one person to the
other in this era. Though the medi-
cal science is so sophisticated many
new diseases always break out to
keep challenging the scientific
arena from time to time. Undeni-
ably, the mention of phenomena
known as “mental epidemic” might
generate countless questions in
many minds.

Recently, 52 novices had a
spasm simultaneously at night with
no reason. Each individual shared the
same symptoms. They cried out loud
with great pain, experienced breath-
ing difficulty, and writhed restlessly.
The thorough diagnosis showed no
abnormalities, however. Only one clue
available was relevant to supersti-
tious event. Before the occurrence of
group spasm, some novices had dug
up human bones and coined buried
under the tree for fun but didn't put
them back in the same place. Criti-
cisms over their misbehavior came
out from many people. This kind of
phenomena happened several times
across the country. If asked about the
real cause of the strange symptoms
happening to the novices several
people might point out to the super-
natural matter prior. But how many
people know that this kind of symp-
tom is identified as the mental sick-
ness known as Mass Hysteria?



To many people, this disease is
somewhat unfamiliar. But in the
medical arena this abnormality has
been widely studied for ages. Mass
Hysteria is in the same group with
psychiatric disease relating with
changed behavior, personality, con-
sciousness, and response. Patient
loses consciousness due to the
changed tactile, visual, and audio re-
ceptors, hence decreasing the per-
ceptive and responsive ability. Some-
times, patient has a spasm like epi-
lepsy. Normally, general symptoms
are related with what is in the patient’s
mind and perhaps reflected his/her
fear. Dr. Marc D. Feldman gives defi-
nition to Mass Hysteria that itis a kind
of disease that leads to Mass Socio-
genic Illness or MSI. Similar to con-
tagious virus, MS| can make a group
of people feel that they are critically
illwithin a few minutes. He also cited
a case study of many students in one
school in Florida, USA. Every day 150
students will have lunch together in
the school's canteen. One girl said
that her sandwich had different taste,
making her nauseating. Then she
went to a restroom and turned back
to her friends, telling them that she
had diarrhea. Soon other children
started complaining about the taste
of their sandwich. Soon many stu-
dents had headache and stomach-
ache. Their hands and feet turned
numb. Within 40 minutes some 63
students were in severe condition and
admitted to hospital. One hour after
the medical diagnosis revealed that
they were normal and their food were
not contaminated. Undoubtedly, this
showed that that these children were
fallen victim to MSI. Luckily, all stu-
dents recovered soon.

The historic event that unveiled
the real vulnerability to MSI phenom-
enon occurred in 1692 or 314 years
ago, the era of eliminating witches.
In a village of Massachusetts, four
girls took the lead role and convinced
villagers that there were many
witches living in their community. Vil-

lagers believed their words and then
started a witch hunt. As a result, 50
innocent people were fallen prey to
the mass sacrifice inevitably. In this
case, the four girls’ effort was aimed
at persuading other individuals to
agree with their belief. Obviously,
their yearning for power or perhaps
their immaturity led to the horrible
end.

Noticeably, the MSI phenom-
enon often befalls with girls and pro-
liferates very rapidly. Besides, it also
inseparably correlates with local be-
lief on superstition. In Thailand, many
people still adhere to this credence
tenaciously. Consequently, we always
hear about many supernatural sto-
ries that have no explanation. At the
Dong Mafai Witthaya Secondary
School in Sakon Nakhon Province,
more than 100 girls concurrently had
a spasm, cried, and screamed deaf-
eningly as participating in the merit-
making ceremony in the school's au-
ditorium. Subsequently, the school's
director had an order to close the
school for two days. Villagers living
near the school spread the rumor
that the school's temporary close-
down was to run away from ghosts.
They believed that the widening of an
old road in front of the school had left
many spirits who dwelled there for
years “homeless” so they had to pos-
sess the students to ask for a new
ceremonial shrine since the existing
one in the school had already been
occupied. This seemed to be a rea-
son fully supporting the supernatu-
ral belief.

Meanwhile, in the scientific
arena there are answers for this
mystery. According to Dr. Prad
Boonyawongwiroj, the permanent
Under-Secretary of a Ministry of
Public health, the MSI phenomenon
isin the category of Dissociative (Con-
version) Disorders which relates with
mental abnormality and can be found
prevailingly in all regions of the coun-
try, the northeastern part in particu-
lar. Besides, this mental illness also
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stems from local belief and often hap-
pens with those girls who are tense,
worried, or upset with their study,
friends, or family. Also, when they are
stimulated by some beliefs they will
easily develop the mental disorder.
When it occurs to one person the re-
sult can ripple so fast like a conta-
gious disease but it is a sort of men-
tal epidemic. Those with vulnerable
mind will be induced easily. And the
situation can get worse especially in
Thai society where superstitious be-
lief is still prevalent. The effective
treatment is to separate those with
mental disorder, especially those who
are in critical condition from the nor-
mal person immediately. To reduce
the mentally persuasive influence on
others, the first patient must be sent
back home before the symptoms are
spread to other individuals. Normally,
the children will get well soon. The
severe cases have to take a sedative
to make them sleep well and recover
soon.

At this point, many questions
might come across many minds. Can
stress or worriment spread from one
person to the other? Is it true that it
can cause severe physical disorders
to such a large group of people? Or
maybe this mental sickness is con-
trolled by the supernatural power
believed by most villagers, isn't it?
Worse still, or is this simply a quack
show of some people who would like
to draw attention from the public just
like those young four witch hunters?
If these interpretations are the pos-
sible answers but what is the real rea-
son that leads the people to perform
such a behavior? It seems that there
are still countless mysteries waiting
to be unlocked by the right key. One
day in the future when the technol-
ogy is progressed extremely these
doubts might be elucidated effort-
lessly. But who knows these myster-
ies might have no explanation at all
and are still the integral parts of our
life everlastingly.



