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ç‚Õâ‚Œé
ç‚Õâ‚Àé
‡≈à“‡√◊ËÕß∫â“π¢ÕßÀπŸ∑’‰√µâÕß‰¥â¬‘π‡ ’¬ßµ◊Ëπ‡µâπÕ¬à“ßπ’È∑ÿ°∑’ °Á∫â“π¢ÕßÀπŸÕ¬Ÿà„π‚≈° ’‡¢’¬«

∑’Ëµ”∫≈Àâ«¬‡¢¬àß ·Ààßº◊πªÉ“∑Õßº“¿Ÿ¡‘ ®—ßÀ«—¥°“≠®π∫ÿ√’ º◊πªÉ“∑’ËÕÿ¥¡ ¡∫Ÿ√≥å ·À≈àß√«¡‡Õ“
§«“¡∑’Ë ÿ¥„π‚≈°‰«âµ—ÈßÀ≈“¬Õ¬à“ß  Õ¬“°√Ÿâ·≈â«≈à–´‘«à“Õ–‰√
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çªŸ√“™‘π’é ªŸπÈ”®◊¥ ª√–‡¿∑ªŸªÉ“ ‰¥â√—∫°“√µ—Èß™◊ËÕ‡æ◊ËÕ∂«“¬

æ√–‡°’¬√µ‘·¥à ¡‡¥Á®æ√–π“ß‡®â“ ‘√‘°‘µ‘Ï æ√–∫√¡√“™‘π’π“∂

‡π◊ËÕß„π‚Õ°“ ∑√ß¡’æ√–™π¡“¬ÿ§√∫ 5 √Õ∫ çªŸ√“™‘π’é ¡’ 3  ’

·¥ß ¢“« πÈ”‡ß‘π ‡À¡◊Õπ°—∫∏ß™“µ‘¢Õß‡√“‡≈¬ æ∫∑’Ë‡¥’¬«

„π‚≈°∑’ËªÉ“∑Õßº“¿Ÿ¡‘‡∑à“π—Èπ

ç§â“ß§“«°‘µµ‘é §â“ß§“«∑’Ëµ—«‡≈Á°∑’Ë ÿ¥„π‚≈° °Á∂Ÿ°§âπæ∫

∑’ËªÉ“∑Õßº“¿Ÿ¡‘Õ’°‡À¡◊Õπ°—π

·≈â«Õ¬à“ßπ’È®–‰¡à„Àâ ç‚Õâ‚Œ ‚Õâ‚Àé ‰¥â¬—ß‰ß ¬—ß¡’º’‡ ◊ÈÕ

ÀπÕπ¡â«π„∫™π‘¥„À¡à¢Õß‚≈° 2 ™π‘¥ º’‡ ◊ÈÕ‰∫§Ÿ§Ÿ≈— 

·≈–º’‡ ◊ÈÕ·¡à«≥’¬å Õ’°π– π’Ë¬—ß‰¡à√«¡∂÷ß∫√√¥“æ—π∏ÿåæ◊™µà“ßÊ

∑’Ë§âπæ∫„À¡à„π«ß»åµà“ßÊ ∑’Ë§âπæ∫„πªÉ“∑Õßº“¿Ÿ¡‘ ‡™àπ

π¡·¥ß∑Õßº“¿Ÿ¡‘ ‡Õ◊ÈÕß ‘ß‚µ∑Õßº“¿Ÿ¡‘ ‡Õ◊ÈÕß®‘µµ‘¡“ œ≈œ

∑’Ë§âπæ∫‰¥â¡“°¡“¬Õ¬à“ßπ’È‡æ√“–∑’Ëπ’Ë‡ªìπªÉ“æÿ∑’ËÕÿ¥¡ ¡∫Ÿ√≥å

∫â“π¢ÕßÀπŸÕ¬Ÿà„πµ”∫≈Àâ«¬‡¢¬àß ‡ªìπ à«πÀπ÷Ëß¢ÕßªÉ“

∑Õßº“¿Ÿ¡‘ ∑’Ëµ”∫≈π’È‡√“¡’°—π 8 À¡Ÿà∫â“π 10 ™ÿ¡™π §◊Õ

∫â“π∑à“¡–‡¥◊ËÕ ∫â“πª“°≈”ªî≈ÁÕ° ∫â“πÀâ«¬‡¢¬àß
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∫â“πª√–®”‰¡â ∫â“π‰√àªÑ“ ∫â“π‰√à ∫â“πÀâ«¬ª“°§Õ°

∫â“π√«¡„® ∫â“π«—ßπÈ”‡¢’¬« ∫â“π‡µ“∂à“π ºŸâ„À≠à∫ÿ≠‡π’¬¡

·Ààß∫â“π∑à“¡–‡¥◊ËÕ À√◊Õ≈ÿßºŸâ„À≠à¢Õßæ«°‡¥Á°Ê ‡≈à“„ÀâÀπŸ

øíß«à“ ·µà°àÕπæ«°‡√“Õ¬Ÿà∫√‘‡«≥‡¢◊ËÕπ‡¢“·À≈¡ æÕ¡’°“√ √â“ß

‡¢◊ËÕπ æ«°‡√“°Á¬â“¬¡“Õ¬Ÿà∑’ËÀâ«¬‡¢¬àß°—π ®“°‡¥‘¡∑’Ë‡§¬∑”π“

∑”‰√à ª≈Ÿ°æ◊™º—° ‡≈’È¬ß —µ«å «‘∂’™’«‘µ¢Õßæ«°‡√“°Á‡≈¬‡ª≈’Ë¬π‰ª

ç¬âÕπÀ≈—ß‰ª §π∑’Ëπ’Ë à«π¡“°®–∑”π“ ‰√àπ“°«â“ß¡“°

‡≈’È¬ß —µ«å°—π ∫“¬¡“° æÕ¬â“¬¡“Õ“™’æ‡ª≈’Ë¬πÀ¡¥ ‡æ√“–

æ◊Èπ¥‘π‰¡à‡À¡◊Õπ°—π ‡ªìπ∑’Ë√“∫ Ÿß™—π ‡ªìπÀ‘πªŸπ ∑”π“‰¡à‰¥â

‡≈¬µâÕß‡ª≈’Ë¬π‰ª∑”‰√à¢â“«‚æ¥ ∑”‰√àΩÑ“¬ ‰√à¡—π ”ª–À≈—ß

™“«∫â“π°Á‰¡à§àÕ¬¡’§«“¡√Ÿâ ∑”‰ª¢“¥∑ÿπ‰ª ‰¥â°”‰√πâÕ¬

‰ª√«¬°—∫æ«°¢“¬¬“ ¢“¬ªÿÜ¬é

     ‡¡◊ËÕª≈Ÿ°¢â“«‰¡à‰¥â‡À¡◊Õπ‡¥‘¡ æ◊™º—° ∑’Ë‡§¬ª≈Ÿ°°‘π‡Õß‰¥â

°Á‰¡à‰¥â‡À¡◊Õπ‡°à“ §«“¡‡ª≈’Ë¬π·ª≈ß¢π“π„À≠à°Á‡°‘¥¢÷Èπ

ª≈Ÿ°‰¡âº≈°Á‰¡àÕÕ°≈Ÿ°„Àâ°‘π §√ŸªÕ∑’Ë‚√ß‡√’¬π ¡“§¡ªÉ“‰¡â

Õÿ∑‘»·Ààßª√–‡∑»‰∑¬∫Õ°«à“



Õ¬à“ß‡√“Ê ¡’Õ¬Ÿà ∑”„Àâ‡√“√Ÿâ®—°‚≈° ’‡¢’¬« º◊πªÉ“∑Õßº“¿Ÿ¡‘

∫â“π¢Õß‡√“‡æ‘Ë¡¡“°¢÷Èπ ∑”„Àâ‡√“¬‘Ëß√—°¬‘ËßÀ«ß·Àπ∫â“π¢Õß

‡√“¡“°¢÷Èπ

≈ÿßºŸâ„À≠à¬—ß‡≈à“µàÕ«à“ ç¡’°“√®—¥°‘®°√√¡æ“‰ª¥Ÿß“π

µ“¡ ∂“π∑’Ëµà“ßÊ Ωñ°„Àâ‡√“ (™“«∫â“π) ‰¥âæŸ¥ ‰¥â«‘‡§√“–Àå

‰¥â√«∫√«¡¢âÕ¡Ÿ≈ ‡«≈“‰ª¥Ÿß“πµÕπ°≈“ß«—π°≈—∫¡“µÕπ‡¬Áπ

¬—ßµâÕß∑”°“√∫â“π ÕÕ°‰ªæŸ¥ ÕÕ°‰ª«‘‡§√“–Àåµ≈Õ¥ æÕ°≈—∫

¡“∂÷ß∫â“π°Á‡ªî¥‡«∑’ª√–™“§¡„πÀ¡Ÿà∫â“π æ“™“«∫â“π¡“™à«¬

°—π§âπÀ“¿Ÿ¡‘ªí≠≠“∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ «à“‡√“¡’§«“¡‡™’Ë¬«™“≠∑“ß¥â“π

‰Àπ∫â“ß ·≈â«°Á§—¥ÕÕ°¡“ §π‰Àπ π„®¥â“π‰Àπ°Á®–‰¥â√—∫

°“√ àß‡ √‘¡∑“ß¥â“ππ—Èπ‡ªìπ‡√◊ËÕßÊ ‰ªé

πÕ°®“°‡√◊ËÕß¢Õßº◊πªÉ“·≈â« ‡√◊ËÕßª“°∑âÕß°Á ”§—≠ ‡∑à“∑’Ë

ºà“π¡“™“«∫â“π¡’Àπ’È ‘π°—π‡¬Õ–¡“° æ’ËÊ ∑“ß ªµ∑. ¬—ß‰¥â¡“

™—°™«π„Àâæ«°™“«∫â“π‡°Á∫¢âÕ¡Ÿ≈√“¬√—∫√“¬®à“¬§√—«‡√◊Õπ

∑”„Àâ√Ÿâ«à“æ«°™“«∫â“π°Á‡≈¬°≈“¬‡ªìπÀπ’È ‘π°—π §‘¥√«¡Ê °—π

·≈â«‡ªìπ ‘∫≈â“π‡≈¬∑’‡¥’¬« ÀπŸ‰¡à√ŸâÀ√Õ°«à“∂â“‡Õ“‡ß‘π ‘∫Ê

≈â“π¡“°Õß√«¡°—π®– Ÿß‡∑à“‰√ ·µà§ß¡“°∑’‡¥’¬« ‡≈¬‡ªìπº≈

„Àâ¡’°“√√«¡°≈ÿà¡°—πµ—Èßµ—«‡ªìπ ç ¿“ºŸâπ”™ÿ¡™πµ”∫≈

Àâ«¬‡¢¬àßé √«¡°—π·°âªí≠À“ æ—≤π“™ÿ¡™π ‚¥¬À—π°≈—∫¡“

¬÷¥·π«°“√¥”√ß™’«‘µ·∫∫‡»√…∞°‘®æÕ‡æ’¬ß ¡’ ªµ∑.

„Àâ°“√ π—∫ πÿπ ®—¥µ—Èß‡ªìπ‚§√ß°“√ ç§√Õ∫§√—«‡»√…∞°‘®

æÕ‡æ’¬ßé
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ç‡æ√“–∑’Ëπ’Ë¡’§«“¡‡ªìπÀ‘π‡¬Õ–°«à“∑’Ë‡°à“ æÕ®–ª≈Ÿ°º≈‰¡â

°Á¡’·µà„∫‰¡à¡’≈Ÿ° ·µà°àÕπ‡ß‘π¡’§«“¡ ”§—≠πâÕ¬¡“° ‡æ√“–®–

°‘πÕ–‰√°ÁÀ“‰¥âßà“¬Ê ª≈Ÿ°‰¥âßà“¬Ê ·µà∑ÿ°«—ππ’È®–°‘πÕ–‰√

°ÁµâÕß´◊ÈÕ®“°√∂°—∫¢â“« ‡æ√“–ª≈Ÿ°‰¡à§àÕ¬‰¥â ‡π◊ËÕß®“°‰¡à¡’

ª√– ∫°“√≥å ‰¡à¡’Õß§å§«“¡√Ÿâ‡√◊ËÕßπ’È ‡¢“‰¡àª≈Ÿ°‡æ√“–À¡¥

§à“πÈ”‡¥◊ÕπÀπ÷Ëß‡ªìπ√âÕ¬·µà¢“¬º—°‰¥â‰¡à°’Ë ‘∫∫“∑é §√ŸªÕ

∫Õ°‡≈à“Õ¬à“ß¡’À≈—°°“√

®π‡¡◊ËÕªï æ.». 2545 °àÕπÀπŸ‡°‘¥ «—ππ÷ß°Á¡’æ’ËÊ ®“°∫√‘…—∑

ªµ∑. ®”°—¥ (¡À“™π) À√◊Õ ªµ∑. ‰¥âπ”π—°«‘®—¬®“°‚§√ß°“√

æ—≤π“§«“¡√Ÿâ·≈–»÷°…“π‚¬∫“¬°“√®—¥°“√∑√—æ¬“°√™’«¿“æ

„πª√–‡∑»‰∑¬ (Biodiversity Research and Training Program :

BRT) ‡¢â“¡“»÷°…“«‘®—¬„π‚§√ß°“√∑Õßº“¿Ÿ¡‘µ–«—πµ° ‚¥¬∫Õ°

«à“‡ªìπ‚§√ß°“√∑’Ë®–æ—≤π“·≈– π—∫ πÿπ°“√«‘®—¬§«“¡À≈“°-

À≈“¬∑“ß™’«¿“æ´÷Ëß®—¥∑”‡ªìπ·∫∫ß“π«‘®—¬§√—Èß·√°„πª√–‡∑»

‰∑¬ ‡™‘ßæ◊Èπ∑’Ë „π∫√‘‡«≥∑Õßº“¿Ÿ¡‘µ–«—πµ° ‚¥¬„™â™’«¿“æ·≈–

¿Ÿ¡‘ªí≠≠“¢Õß™ÿ¡™π∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ‡ªìπ∞“π ”§—≠„π°“√‡√’¬π√Ÿâ øíß¥Ÿ

‡ªìπ«‘™“°“√ ≈ÿßºŸâ„À≠à‡≈à“„Àâ‡√“øíßÕ¬à“ßßà“¬Ê «à“

ç‡¢“‡¢â“¡“„Àâ§«“¡√Ÿâ§«“¡‡¢â“„®„π‡√◊ËÕß∑√—æ¬“°√

∏√√¡™“µ‘ ¥â“π¥‘π πÈ” ªÉ“µà“ßÊ ‡¢â“¡“∑”°“√«‘®—¬°—πÀ≈“¬§π

‡∑à“∑’Ëæ∫§◊Õ∏√√¡™“µ‘‡ª≈’Ë¬π‰ªæÕ ¡§«√ ‡À≈◊ÕªÉ“æÿÕ¬Ÿà‰¡à°’Ë

·Ààß æÕ¡’§«“¡√Ÿâµ√ßπ’È°Á‡°‘¥‡ªìπ·π«§‘¥„π°“√Õπÿ√—°…åæ◊ÈπªÉ“

Õ¬à“ß®√‘ß®—ß ™—°™«π°—π¡“√à«¡ªÑÕß°—πªÉ“µ√ßπ’È‰«â  ”À√—∫

‡¬“«™π „Àâ¡’ à«π√à«¡„π°“√ ”√«®æ—π∏ÿå‰¡â æ—π∏ÿåæ◊™ æ—π∏ÿå —µ«å

‡¢â“‰ª»÷°…“®¥™◊ËÕæ—π∏ÿå‰¡âµà“ßÊ »÷°…“‰ª‡¥‘π¥ŸπÈ”„π≈”Àâ«¬

®π°≈“¬‡ªìππ—°«‘®—¬µ—«πâÕ¬Ê ¥â«¬é

¡“∂÷ßµ√ßπ’Èπ’Ë‰ß ÀπŸ‰¥â‡¢â“√à«¡°‘®°√√¡ çµ–≈ÿ¬ªÉ“§âπÀ“

µâππÈ”Àâ«¬‡¢¬àßé æ’ËÊ æ“‰ª»÷°…“¥ŸªÉ“ ¥Ÿµâπ‰¡â ·≈–¥ŸπÈ”„π

≈”Àâ«¬ æ∫«à“∂â“„π≈”Àâ«¬¬—ß¡’·¡≈ß‡≈Á°Ê Õ¬Ÿà ‡™àπ °≈ÿà¡·¡≈ß

™’ª–¢“«  ‚µπø“¬ ‡ªìπµâπ · ¥ß«à“·À≈àßπÈ”¢Õß‡√“¬—ßÕÿ¥¡

 ¡∫Ÿ√≥å¥’Õ¬Ÿà ‡¥Á°Ê Õ¬à“ßÀπŸ°Á‡ªìππ—°Õπÿ√—°…åµ—«πâÕ¬°—∫‡¢“

‡À¡◊Õπ°—π

 à«πæ«°ºŸâ„À≠à Õ¬à“ßæàÕ ·¡à ≈ÿß ªÑ“ ∑—ÈßÀ≈“¬°Á¡’ à«π™à«¬

„π°“√À“¢âÕ¡Ÿ≈‡À¡◊Õπ°—π ‡æ√“–‡ªìπ‡®â“¢Õß∫â“π ®÷ßµâÕß

√Ÿâ®—°∫â“π¢Õßµ—«‡Õß¡“°°«à“§πÕ◊Ëπ ·µà°Á¡’∫â“ß∑’Ë§ÿâπ‡§¬®π

¡Õß¢â“¡‰ª ‡ªìπ°“√‰¥â‡√’¬π√Ÿâ∑—Èß™“«∫â“π·≈–æ«°æ’ËÊ π—°«‘®—¬

æ√âÕ¡Ê °—π ‰¥â∑—ÈßÕß§å§«“¡√Ÿâ∑’Ë§√ŸªÕ∫Õ°«à“‡√“µâÕß°“√

‡æ‘Ë¡‡µ‘¡πÕ°‡Àπ◊Õ‰ª®“°¿Ÿ¡‘ªí≠≠“∑âÕß∂‘Ëπ∑’Ë™“«∫â“π

‡¡◊ËÕª≈Ÿ°¢â“«‰¡à‰¥â‡À¡◊Õπ‡¥‘¡ æ◊™º—°
∑’Ë‡§¬ª≈Ÿ°°‘π‡Õß‰¥â°Á‰¡à‰¥â‡À¡◊Õπ‡°à“
§«“¡‡ª≈’Ë¬π·ª≈ß¢π“π„À≠à°Á‡°‘¥¢÷Èπ
ª≈Ÿ°‰¡âº≈°Á‰¡àÕÕ°≈Ÿ°„Àâ°‘π
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ç‡¡◊ËÕ°àÕπµÕπ∑’Ë‡√“¬—ß‰¡à‰¥â ”√«®√“¬√—∫-√“¬®à“¬ ‡√“°Á

‰¡à√Ÿâ«à“«—πÀπ÷Ëß‡√“„™â®à“¬Õ–‰√‰ª∫â“ß æÕ‡√“®¥∫—≠™’√“¬√—∫-

√“¬®à“¬ ∂÷ß‰¥â√Ÿâµ—«‡Õß«à“ ‡¥◊ÕπÀπ÷ËßÊ ‡√“´◊ÈÕ‰¢à‡¬Õ–¡“°‡≈¬

´◊ÈÕº—° ´◊ÈÕª≈“ ‚¥¬∑’Ë‡√“‰¡à‰¥âª≈Ÿ°‡Õß æÕ√∂°—∫¢â“««‘Ëß¡“∑’

°Á°√Ÿ‡¢â“‰ª·¬àß°—π´◊ÈÕé

µ√ßπ’È≈à– ∑”„Àâæ«°ºŸâ„À≠à ≈ÿß ªÑ“ πâ“ Õ“∑—ÈßÀ≈“¬‰¥â

§«“¡§‘¥¢÷Èπ¡“«à“ ∂â“Õ¬“°°‘π‰¢à°ÁµâÕß‡≈’È¬ß‰°à ‰¥â°‘π∑—Èß‰¢à ¥

∑—Èß‰°à ‰¡àµâÕß´◊ÈÕ‡¢“·æßÊ  °‘®°√√¡π’Ë≈à–‡ªìπ·√ß°√–µÿâπ„Àâ

æ«°‡√“≈ß¡◊Õæ÷Ëßæ“µ—«‡Õß¡“°¢÷Èπ ∫“ß§π¬÷¥‡ªìπÕ“™’æ‰¥â‡≈¬

®“°‰°à 10 µ—« ¡“‡ªìπ 20 µ—« ·≈â«§àÕ¬Ê ‡æ‘Ë¡¢÷Èπ‡ªìπ 50, 100,

200, 300 µ—«°Á¡’ ÀπŸ¬—ßµ—Èß„®«à“®–‡≈’È¬ß‡®â“‡®’Í¬∫‰«â∫â“ß‡≈¬

æÕ‡√‘Ë¡¡’º≈º≈‘µ¡“°¢÷Èπ ®÷ß°≈“¬¡“‡ªìπµ≈“¥π—¥™ÿ¡™π

∫â“π‰Àπª≈Ÿ°Õ–‰√¡“° πÕ°®“°®–·∫àßªíπ°—π·≈â« ∑’Ë‡À≈◊Õ
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“Purajini or Tricolor Crab” (Thaiphusa sirikit
(Naiyanetr, 1992)) a freshwater crab in the category of

wild crab is named after Her Majesty the Queen to mark

her 60th Birthday Anniversary. The crab comes into three

colors including red, white, and blue, exactly like the

colors of our national flag. It can be found only in Thong

Pha Phum forest.

“Kitti’s hog-nosed bat” (Craseonycteris thonglongyai

Hill, 1974), the world’s smallest bat, can also be seen only

at this pristine forest.

With these wonderful creatures, it is not surprising to

hear the repeated exclamations occasionally. What’s

more, the forest is also home to two new species of

butterflies known as phee suea bai cu cu lus

(Eucoenogenes bicucullus Pinkaew, 2005) and phee suea
mae vane (Eucoenogenes vaneeae Pinkaew, 2005 ), not

including other new floras newly discovered in the vast

greenery like nom daeng thong pha phum (a kind of

shrubbery; Polyalthia kanchanaburiana S. Khumchompoo

& A. Thongpukdee), or some kinds of orchids called aueng

singto thong pha phum (Bulbophyllum reichenbachii
(Kze.) Schltr.), and aueng jittima (Dendrobium chittimae

FOREST THRIVES...
PEOPLE SURVIVE

Seidenf.). Thong Pha Phum is rich in a plethora of faunas

and floras since it is an abundant swampy forest.

My house is located in Tambon Huai Khayeng which is

a part of Thong Pha Phum forest. This Tambon consists of

10 communities including Ban Tha Ma Duea, Ban Pak

Lam Pi Lok, Ban Huai Khayeng, Ban Pra Cham Mai, Ban

Rai Pa, Ban Rai, Ban Huai Pak Khok, Ban Ruam Jai, Ban

Wang Nam Khiao and Ban Tao Than. Village headman

Boonniem of Ban Tha Ma Duea or lung phu yai (headman

uncle) told me that previously villagers lived in the vicinity

where Khao Laem Dam is located. But when the dam was

constructed they had to move out from their original home

and then resettled at Huai Khayeng. Once we could

practice several kinds of agricultures like cultivating rice,

plants,  vegetables, and raising animals. But now our old

way of life has been totally changed.

“Back then most of villagers would practice agricul-

ture, cultivating various kinds of trees and plants and

keeping animals. But when we are relocated to the new

settlement we can’t pursue our old career since the soil is

so different. The new community is located on the slope

plateau studded with limestone, unsuitable for cultivation.
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Small house in a large forest of Thong Pha Phum, Huai Hhayeng
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“WOW!”
“WOW!”
While telling about my community I often hear such an exclamation. That is because

my house is nestled in the verdant kingdom of Thong Pha Phum forestry patch in  Tambon
Huai Khayeng, Kanchanaburi Province. Thong Pha Phum forest is prized with a myriad of
biodiversities. I guess now you are curious to know more about our natural wonders.



When the cultivation of rice

and vegetables once practiced is

impossible a big change occurs.

Trees can’t bear fruits.

natural home effectively. We then persuade all villagers

to preserve this forest. Besides, the youngsters can play

their part by surveying flora and fauna and record the

names of all plants found in the forest. While trekking in

the wild they also visit many swamps. Now they become

the little researchers.”

I also partake in an activity entitled “Exploring a forest

in quest of Huai Khayeng Upstream”. My senior friends

take me to see the wild, tree, and water in the marsh

where I find many small insects like ma laeng chee pa
khao (Epeorus Tiberius Braasch and Sokdan, 1984) and

Stonefly, etc.  This reveals that our water resources are

still beautiful.  The children like me can also be the little

conservationist.

As for the adults like my parents, uncle and aunt, they

are also helpful in providing important information to the

research team. They are the owner of the green house so

they must know every nook and cranny of their house

better than others. However, we also overlook some

crucial points because we are too familiar with them. This

is a good opportunity for villagers, adults, and researchers

to learn more about the forest together. Apart from our

local wisdoms, we can also harvest new and additional

knowledge which makes us get to know more about our

green world of Thong Pha Phum. As a result, we feel the

urgent need to treasure and cherish our home more

seriously.
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So we resort to the corn, cotton, and cassava

cultivations. Armed with no knowledge about these

plants, villagers can earn only a megre sum of profits.

On the contrary, those who sell the pesticides and

fertilizers can gain a huge benefit,” said uncle Boonniam.

When the cultivation of rice and vegetables once

practiced is impossible a big change occurs. Trees can’t

bear fruits. Teacher Por from Samakom Pamai Uthit

School said that “The land consists of rocks more than

soil. Trees have only thick leaves, but not fruits. Previ-

ously, money was unimportant since we could collect our

plants and fruits from our own land. Nowadays, we need

to pay for food because the plantation doesn’t yield

a bumper harvest. Villagers have no experience and

knowledge about the new crops. Then they quit because

they got to pay an expensive bill for the water supply but

they can sell their vegetables only ten baht a day,”

It is not until 2002, before I was born, many kind

adults from PTT accompanied with researchers from the

Biodiversity Research and Training Program or BRT have

paid Thong Pha Phum a visit in order to initiate the

Western Thong Pha Phum Project concerning about

the development and the supportive research on

biodiversity, a first of its kind in Thailand. The targeted

area covers the entire zone of western forest. The study is

mainly based on local biodiversities and community’s

wisdoms. It seems rather academic but uncle Boonniam

elaborates the details of project to me with easier words

that “Many researchers come provide us with the

knowledge about natural resources including soil, water,

and forest. They find that our natural environment is

changed a lot. Only a few swampy forests can survive.

So when we have proper knowledge we can protect our
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Uncle Boonniam further explained that “Several

activities like a field trip are useful since they help train

villagers to speak, analyze, and gather more information

properly. At the end of the day they still need to do their

homework by speaking in the public and making analysis

from what they have learned. Next, they have to open the

forum in the community in order to brainstorm ideas from

other villagers and find out our local wisdoms in which

they specialize. Each person who has particular expertise

will be fully supported so he can hone his personal skill

efficiently.”

In addition to forest conservation, villagers’ livelihood

is also considerable. Over the years, villagers are plunged

into great debt. Officials from PTT have persuaded them

to record their household expenses on daily basis. Then

they know that all households are in debt. The total debt is

worth of 10 million baht. I really don’t have an idea how

tall the mountain will be if built by a 10 million baht.

It may be pretty much tall. Consequently, villagers join

forces together to establish the Tambon Huai Khayeng

Leader Community Council to settle the pending

problems and develop the community by resorting to

the principle of self-sufficient economy. With the support

from PTT, the project named “Sustainable Economy

Family” is later initiated.

“Previously, we have never recorded our household

expenses so we don’t know how much money we spend

daily. But when we start writing down our daily expenses

we then know that we buy a lot of eggs monthly. We also

purchase vegetables and fish from the merchants. When

the truck loaded with fresh foods arrives in the community

we hurriedly approach to it and buy the foods.”

Soon comes the idea of raising chickens if we want to

eat eggs. We can eat both fresh eggs and chicken, no

need to buy them at expensive price at the market. This

activity stimulates villagers to stand on their own feet.

Some even make a living by raising chickens. Starting

from only ten chickens now the population of the animals

kept increases to 50, 100, 200, and 300. I also have a plan

to keep some chicks too.

The excessive crops then lead to the establishment of

community’s market. Apart from sharing the produces

with each another, villagers also bring the excessive crops

to sell at the Sunday market too. Our commodities are

sold like hot cakes.  Many outsiders also come buy our

crops. They visit our community on Friday and go back

home on Sunday with our produces. Our goods are sold

out every Sunday. Therefore, we have enough money to

pay back our debt and we can be more self-reliant.

“Momentarily, our community is so brisk and busy.

We share the same concept of living. People can upgrade

their standard of living. In those days when we had no

knowledge about account and sustainable economy, we

lived separately and didn’t cooperate with each another.

But now when we have time to look back to our past and

start recording our own expenses we know right away

what we have to do. We must be more reasonable when it

comes to problem solving. And it is imperative for all of us

to support each another. For example, if the housewife

wants to make sweet banana, we then start planting the

banana trees, no need to buy the raw materials from the

market. If we have a plan to produce other sweets we will

then cultivate several kinds of trees that can be used in

the manufacturing process. This can help reduce our cost.

Previously, I never wake up early to help my wife but now

I have to get up at 3 or 4 a.m. to lend her a helping hand.

We are happy to help each other. So the problems are not

arisen and the expenses are decreased. The housewives

can earn more income,” uncle Boonniem tells me so long

that I almost fall asleep.

Uncle Boonniam further elaborates that “Our

attitudes towards natural environment is changed. Once

we ignored our surroundings. We left it on the mercy of

fate. But now we start to realize the importance of our

vicinity. We keep the front of the house and the neighbor-

hood clean all the time. Besides, every household must

cultivate several kinds of vegetables around their house

and they can serve as the natural fence. Once villagers got

to cut woods from the wild to construct the fences but

now they resort to “edible fences”, meaning that they can

collect vegetables and fruits along their fences. What’s

more, every soi must be clean. Community must be neat.

Our guests must receive warm welcome. Villagers need to

develop their morality. We can say that now we are already

developed.

With these achievements, that is why I am so proud of

my green world. We live with nature. There are still many

marvelous and new things waiting to be discovered in the

Thong Pha Phum forest, the country and the world’s first

forest home to many new species of faunas and floras.

Before I grow up as an adult there might be countless

discoveries in this verdant and fertile land.

But now I got to go counting the bat population with

my friends first.

We must be more reasonable

when it comes to problem solving.

And it is imperative for all of us to

support each another.
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