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SQUARE-METRE AGRICULTURE

A deserted rice field enshrouded with scorching and
sweltering heat during the dry season of a small

village in Satuek District, Buri Ram Province, signifies
the ending of harvest season. A legion of adolescents

at working age gradually moves to the cities with the
hope that there might be a job waiting for them ahead,
leaving behind only the senile population who are looking
forward to see their sons and daughters again in the next
six months. The northeastern way of life is replayed
repeatedly like this until it becomes a familiar sight.

LOCAL FORCE DRIVEN ... AHEAD TO CITIES

The attitude that worships materialism is strength-
ened in our society, thus making many people struggling
multiply hard in quest of a wide variety of necessities that
can meet their needs. Besides, most parents do believe
that working in the cities is more comfortable and they
can earn more money than working in the farms in their
village.

Meanwhile, many Isan agriculturalists still firmly
hold the old belief that the northeastern region is arid
and barren. It can’t yield a bumper harvest during the hot
season due to the parched territory and a shortage of
natural resources. Thus, they are entirely disheartened
to continue their ancestors” agricultural practice.
These reasons have motivated the young people to sell
their labours in the city so they can generate more income
and send it back to support their family before the harvest
season start anew instead of developing and making use
of their abandoned cultivation land.

THE BIRTH OF VILLAGER INNOVATION NETWORK

The complicated, repetitive problems of local people
who have to make their livings have catapulted the Thai
Rural Net (TRNJ, an institute formed by those people who
have an idea to use information technology for develop-
ment, to work and initiate the experimentation with
villagers in an attempt to gather knowledge suitable for
the region and applicable effectively to the community.
The institute well realizes that the problems occurred
stem from the development of knowledge and conception
rather than a lack of capital or natural resources as
widely understood.

The project entitled “Villager Innovation Network”
launched by TRN is then initiated in an effort to obliterate
the solitary ambiance of the dry season in local communi-
ties and simultaneously change attitudes and establish

new value for the sustainable happiness.




Knowledge gleaned from the cooperative study
between TRN and villagers in the community for over
three years has been transformed into the chart of “400-
square-metre vegetable plot” to show that villagers can
practice their cultivation or raise animals during the hot
season. So they can make a simple living in their home-
land happily, no need to pursue a highly competitive job in
the cities as usual.

Villagers then make the experimentation by cultivat-
ing horticultures or various fruits and keeping small
animals on the 400-square-metre plot of land near their
house according to their own interest. They give priority to
water supply system and proper management.

Take a vegetable plot of Poh Sen Sukprasert as
a good example. The cultivated patch demonstrates
several secrets and techniques suitable with the region
such as a net used to soften sunlight and reduce heat

because most of the cultivated land consists of loose soil

Over times we follow the old practices. What we have
learned from other communities will be applied to suit
our locality.,” said Navee Nakvachara, the coordinator of

the project while seeing the abundant land as he wishes.

FROM INDIVIDUAL SUCCESS TO STRONG COMMUNITY
First start with 400-square-metre agricultural patch,

then it is expanded to one-rai (square-meter]) plot of land.
From a small achievement, it becomes a source of
inspiration and main encouragement which can be seen
from the growing number of members from ten people to
200 people within two years. When members of one
community can reap sweet result then the project is
expanded to the other communities in vicinity because
knowledge can be handed down easily through the
existing network. So far, 12 communities share the same
mission of life : living a balanced life, paying less attention
to monthly income since they can survive whether they get
high or low earnings because they have their own natural

resources in their own land.

“Villager Innovation Network” launched by
TRN is then initiated in an effort to obliterate
the solitary ambiance of the dry season in

Besides, there is the establishment of sagacious
agricultural society in which villagers can express their
opinions and present their problem solutions. Their pride

local communities and simultaneously can inspire themselves and other people to produce

change attitudes and establish new value for
the sustainable happiness.

a wide variety of valuable products.

The follow-up and evaluation of the project is done

mixed with sand or clay mixed with sand so agricultural-
ists must find ways or use some equipments to lessen

the heat that will directly expose to the soil while hay in
the agricultural bed helps reduce the evaporation of water
and it can be applicable with the area where water is

in shortage like Isan. Besides, vegetables planted in

Poh Sen’s agricultural plot are also free from chemicals
because he resorts to organic fertilizer or bio-fertilizer
instead of pesticides. His organic crops pose no health
hazard to the consumers.

Crops harvested from Poh Sen and villagers’ agricul-
tural plots help keep their stomach full and reduce the
daily cost of buying raw materials for cooking in every
household. Meanwhile, excessive produces are sold at the
community’'s market set up by villagers, hence generating
extra income during the off-harvest season.

Most importantly, this 400-square-metre agricultural
patch is a combination of ancient wisdoms and modern
knowledge which can completely delete the old belief that
arid area can't be used to cultivate any plants from the
hearts of agriculturalists in 12 villages of Satuek District.

“It turns out that what we have experimented is not
real. During the dry season the land becomes green and

ample with foods. What we lack is the proper knowledge.

continually. It reveals that members still need helps in
other parts. Then the savings group is formed to inculcate
the good habit of savings among people and to provide
a capital for the new members. A group of shops and
markets are set up for selling the excessive produces of
the households or local handicrafts to the members or
outsiders. Plant seed and animal banks are established to
reduce cost of buying seedlings and animal stocks from
outsides. These activities support the expansion of
production base and help generate additional earnings.

Thanks to the proper knowledge, currently a myriad
of labourers who leave their hometown in search of
a fortune in the cities have returned home and assisted
their family take care of the agricultural plot which in
turn increases the household income and reunites the
members of the family. Villagers join forces together to
present their ideas to develop the local products and
crops so they can sell them to consumers. Many families
are happier. Meanwhile, materialistic attitudes are
changed. Villagers now worship diligence and determina-
tion to keep the agricultural patch abundant, not the
objects or materials as before.

The cooperation and changed conception serve as the
protective shield that can strengthen the community. Also,
they are regarded as the starting point of the community’s

sustainable happiness.
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