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If someone asks a question about
calculation like “If a man was born on
April 25, 1980 how many minutes old is
he now?”, with the condition that you
have only one minute to answer this
question and you have to calculate his
age in your mind, the response of many
people might be exactly the same :
shaking their faces as their answers.
It is impossible to find out the answer
within one minute although with the
aid of calculator. But if we accidentally
meet someone who can answer this
question, it is not a big surprise.

This person might have personality
different from other people since he is
a special genius or autistic genius.

John Von Neuman, the famous
mathematician dubbed as “the Father
of Game Theory”, has special compe-
tence to quickly calculate any compli-
cated mathematics. Believe it or not
that this intrinsic talent can be seen
in the other group of people known as
Autistic Savant or Savant, a French
word meaning “learned man or sage”.
Dr. John Landon Down who coins
this new word uses it to explain
an exeptionality of Autistic Genius who
has a very special expertise virtually
like an ingenious person. However,
savant people also have developmental
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AUTISTIC GENIUS

problems, brain abnormality, or autism.
With the problem of autism, savants
are not able to develop the basic
activities in their daily lives. They are
slow at walking. They are unable to put
the buttons on, tie their shoes, and eat
food on their own. Besides, most of
the savants have 1Q between 40-70,
lower than an average 1Q of a normal
person which can be ranged at about
90-110; hence, this is the reason for
the term "Autistic Genius” comes from.

Momentarily, there is no complete
and thorough theory explaining the
exceptionality and competence of
savants. But there is one theory that
is supported by more and more
evidences. This theory explains that
savant symptoms are the result of the
damaged brain on the left side so the
right brain has to work in place of
the dysfunctional part. Obviously,
savant’s skills and potentials are
related with the right part of the brain
which controls the imaginative power
that is rather diverse, sophisticated, and
lacking of relation dimension which can
be seen in the music and art. Skills that
are rarely found in savants are always
connected with the left side of the brain
like the logic and abstract thinking.

Of ten autistic people, one savant

can be found. Of 2,000 people with
mentally retarded problem or brain
disorder, one savant will be found.

But the number of autistic people is less
than that of the people with mentally
retarded problem and brain disorder.
Through the random sample of savant
people we find that the number of
autistic people is about a half. In
addition, other details relevant to this
concept can be experimented though
the Computer Tomography [CT) and
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI]
which is an equipment used for creating
images with the aid of radiation and
magnetic field. The experiment shows
the disorder of the left brain which

may result from the defect of brain
development during the unborn infant
period. Since the left brain is developed
slower than the right part so it is more
susceptible to the damage. Furthermore,
savant can be found more in the male
population which may caused by too
excessive level of testosterone which can
be detrimental to the nerve and it can
cause damage to the nerve cells.

The outstanding competence of
savants can be categorized into four
main types including :

Artistic competence : the savants
have special talent to create images
from their past memories although they
see them only once. One savant girl can
draw a picture of a man on a horse as
she saw him when she was at three
years old. Her picture shows the correct
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anatomy of a man and a horse which is
completely different from the pictures
drawn by other kids.

Musical competence : the savants
can play a music like an original version
although they firstly listen to that song.
Take Leslie Lemke, a 14-year-old
savant as an example. She can play
a Concerto |, composed by famous
pianist Peter Tchaikovsky, melodiously.
More surprisingly, Leslie is blind and
has a brain paralysis.

A competence to count dates
from calendar : through calculating
competence the savants can tell dates
before and after the exact date we want
to know although such dates belong to
a leap year. The answer is accurate
and certainly is calculated in the mind,
no need of calculator. This calculating
ability is an intrinsic talent of all
savants. Besides, some savants can tell
how long the time flies by estimating
from his inner feeling and again the
answer is always correct.

Calculating competence : some
savants can calculate so quickly. The
record in 1789 of Dr. Benjamin Rush,
the Father of Psychiatry of America,
said that Thomas Fuller, a savant who
had basic mathematic knowledge on
counting numbers, was able to answer
the difficult question like this one “If
one man is 70 years, 17 days, and 12
hours old how many minutes old is he?”
Fuller could answer this question
correctly within one minute and a half

without the aid of calculator.

Mechanic competence and
knowledge on distance : some savants
are capable of assembling or fixing any
sophisticated machines. Others have
ability to remember details on map
and routes or estimate the distance
accurately by simply using their eyes.

Apart from the above-mentioned
competences, some savants also have
different skills like having quick senses.
A few have Synesthesia, a state when
they see numbers as the colors or listen
to the music and then visualize pictures
or feel the taste.

In addition to a group of research-
ers who are trying hard to find out the
answer concerning about the real cause
and scope of competence of savants,
some other groups of researchers have
tried to experiment and observe the
common and different traits of savant
people. The experiment reveals that
savants share the same competences.
They have an excellent memory which
can be seen in the case of those
savants who have musical skills. They
have high potential to remember all
details of the song even they listen to it
only one time.

Famous savant Kim Peek,

a 56-year-old American man, is the
inspiration of the birth of a character,
Raymong Babbitt, in the Oscar-Awarded
Film Rain Man in which Tom Cruise and
Dustin Hoffman are the leading actors.
Hoffman acted as a savant who has

capability in recognizing things and
calculating competence. Due to
Hoffman's good performances, this
well-known film won the Oscar Award
and helped the whole world know and
understand more about the personali-
ties and nature of the savants.

Kim Peek is a savant who has
a good memory and calculating skill.
This special talent is blessed to him
when he was only 16-20 months old.
During his childhood, his parents always
read him many books and meanwhile
move his fingers along each word while
they are reading, making him remember
98% of messages in the book although it
was his first reading. He also has a good
memory on the topics concerning about
history, geography, sports, literature,
music, and autobiography of many
famous persons. He is also good at
calculating dates on calendar.

Nowadays, apart from spending his
time on reading and memorizing things,
Peek still travels around the world in
an attempt to publicize the stories of
savants to the public so they will know
and understand these special persons
better and also have positive attitude
towards them. He wants to make the
whole world realize that sometimes the
“abnormality” has no effect on people’s
genius. So if someone close to you is
an autistic don’t be discouraged when
you have to take care of him. Try to open
your heart. He might be an autistic
genius!
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