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Phra Khru Nivitdhammakhan

...While in the monkhood at Wat Chan Sen, Nakhon Sawan
Province, Phra Khru Nivitdhammakhan had studied about
philosophy, religion, and tradition through Buddhism,
including his own lifestyle, and local people’s way of life.
Since he had an opportunity to learn more from the revered
monk Luang Phor Oad, the former abbot of Wat Chan Sen.
Consequently, he is considered a real master who knows
everything about the ancient artifacts and community’s
historical object found in Chan Sen community. Armed with
a wealth of knowledge, he is able to disseminate all crucial
knowledge to others. Phra Khru Nivitdhammakhan plays

a vital role in encouraging people to partake in the restora-
tion works by wisely using history, religious philosophy, and
tradition as the powerful media to unite all faiths together.
As a result, people pour their hearts and chip in their time to
built Chan Sen Museum, a learning centre for local people
and those interested. The monk has also used this museum
as the educational media to provide knowledge to many
institutes, government and private sectors. Regarded as the
first-rate learning source, the museum is instrumental in
tremendously helping preserving local wisdom of Chan Sen.

Khru Prasert Wongseesom

...Khru Prasert Wongseesom, a Nan native, is adept in
carving elaborate patterns on the prow and the entire
structure of a racing boat. Also, he has a knack for creating
klong sabai chai (a big drum used in many traditional rites).
Prasert has honed his artistic skills with his father, also

a veteran carver who is skillful in a wide variety of dying
arts including tung (the northern-style flag) and countless
regional handicrafts. A self-taught artist, Prasert also keeps
sharpening his artistry by observing other renowned artists’
craftsmanship. When the religious rites or traditional
festivals are held, the Buddhist pious teacher always lends
a helping and skillful hand to create the artistic works.

For example, during the boat racing season, Prasert will
transform a plain boat into the magnificent and gorgeous
one through his carving talent. Besides, he also initiates

an idea to create carved boat souvenirs embedded with
highly artistic value. Subsequently, his house has turned to
be the community’s learning centre. In addition, Prasert also
has a flair for carving the sacred cabinet known in Thai as
tu phra tai pidok used to keep the Buddhist scriptures or
Tripikata and creating traditional musical equipment like
fiddle and vina. The artist has handed down his accumu-
lated knowledge to students, youngsters, monks, and other
cultural groups through demonstrations and real practices,

thus enriching the learners with a wealth of useful
knowledge.

Khru Chamnong Kanjanasophon

...Khru Chamnong Kanjanasophon'’s life had been revolved
around herbal knowledge since he was a child because
his grandfather was once the Thai traditional physician in
Nakhon Si Thammarat. When he was still young he helped
his grandfather collect herbs, prepare medicines, and even
concoct herbal medicine. Later he had studied about
ancient pharmacy and received the certificate on Thai
traditional medicine from the Ministry of Public Health.
After that he opens the pharmaceutical shop “Chamnong
Pharmacy” in Krabi Province and provides medical
treatment to local people. With the strong determination

to pass on the knowledge on Thai traditional medicine

to local practitioners and those interested, Chamnong
invests his own money and offers a training course on
herbal knowledge every weekend at his own house which
serves as the important leaning centre of the community.
Besides, he also disseminates his knowledge to students,
university students, and those interested both in private
and government sectors so they can provide the treatment
to patients properly and along the way it helps keep the Thai
traditional medicine alive.

Khru Kaenfah Saenmuang

...Khru Kaenfah Saenmuang was born in the agricultural
family in the rustic area of Mahasarakham province. He is
the expert in the field of integrated chemical-free agricul-
ture. In an attempt to dedicate himself to assisting those
underprivileged, especially villagers in the northeastern
part, Khru Kaenfah then takes up the development work
in Srisa-asok Community by using his knowledge and
experiences to create numerous novel innovations like
producing dried biochemical fertilizer from an unique
machine created by himself which makes rice seeds
thriving more profusely. Furthermore, he also establishes
community’s rice mill in order to monitor the quality of rice
and maintain its price in the market. In addition, the teacher
also sets up cooperative shop in an effort to reduce cost,
increase crops, and develop community’s economy.
Consequently, Srisa-asok Community then becomes one
of the good exemplars of self-developed lifestyle and
serves as the vital force to help support other adjacent
neighboring communities in order to develop and upgrade
agriculturalists’ quality of life and simultaneously build

the favourable environment.
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