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...Conducted by Assoc. Prof. Vithayakorn Chiengkul,
report on Thai educational situation in 2006/2007
concerning about the solutions and the procedures to
carry out reform in Thai education holistically reveals
several problematic angles of educational reform which
can be summarized briefly as following :

The arrangement of fundamental education nationwide
has quality with no expenses collected : It is found that
although many educational institutes don’t charge

the tuition fee, students have to pay for laboratory and
computer classes, school activities, and maintenance
cost, etc. And these annual expenses are rather huge.
The arrangement of fundamental education by family :
one of the problems come from the negative attitudes
of those educational reformers of the Office of Educa-
tional Area towards home-school learning though they
have to be responsible for the home-school registration
and the dissemination of information to parents.

The teaching-and-learning process emphasized on
child-centered method including the introduction of
suitable environment and the support of technological

media in order to fully facilitate and enhance learners’
potentials has been progressed at certain degree,
about 50-60% of task done.

Life-time learning scheme still lacks of the systematiza-
tion, categorization, and learning centre. Besides,

the learning sources are not widely accessible.

The country is still facing the acute shortage of
teachers. As a result, some teachers have to take
responsibility for the class they don't specialize.

In addition, budget and high-quality procedure to
develop teachers are not available and implemented
respectively. Worse still, teachers have no knowledge,
insights, and confidence to design the learning-and-
teaching method in accordance with the 2001
Fundamental Education Curriculum, local curriculum,
and child-centered education because many lecturers
keep providing them with various methods, making
them confused and lack of confidence to move ahead.
The evaluation of quality in schools shows that 90%
and 91.94% of those favourable traits of Prathom

Six and Matthayom Three students respectively in
terms of their academic knowledge, cognitive ability,
knowledge-searching and working skills needs to

be improved.
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Proclaimation of Child Center

...From the above-mentioned information, it can be
concluded that Thai educational reform is consummated at
a very limited degree, especially the development of qualities
of teachers who play a dynamic role in supporting the
child-centered approach and the knowledge and perception
of those officers in the educational arena concerning about
the implementation of reformed education which reflects
that they don’t know much about home-school education.

...As for the teachers, the concept of Child Center, serving
as the core of educational reform, has confused the teachers
which absolutely results in the unfavorable qualifications of
students.

...The Child-centered approach is regarded as the learning
through Constructivism, meaning self-learning, widespread
since 20" Century. It gives priority to learners, the most
important component of the learning procedure. This
approach believes that learners have their own free will to
choose what they want to learn and they can learn by doing.
Through this learning process, they can be more versatile.
Consequently, this concept has been adopted worldwide
when it comes to reformed education.

...Frank Margonis, an academic from Utah University, USA,
expresses his viewpoint in the article entitled New Problems
in Child-Centered that The elementary philosophy of
Child-Centered Approach concerning about learners’
interests has been virtually vanished. By principle, each
learner has different interest and they can choose what
they want to learn most. Momentarily, those interests have
been framed by the power of media and social values that
completely obscure the actual interests of learners.

...In addition, self-learning approach is also less motivated.
Theoretically, it is prerequisite that learners must search for
knowledge on their own so they can be more insightful in
each topic. This means that teachers have to design their
teaching scheme exhaustively basing on the fact that each
individual’s experiences and understandings on different
subjects are unequal. But with such misconception,

it turns out that several teachers are willing to throw their
responsibility to their students. Lastly, the learners gain no
experience and knowledge at all.

...In Thailand, the confusion over the meaning of Child
Center disperses those responsible into the different way.

...While some groups of teachers place all of their burdens
upon the students other groups of learners prefer to play
their role as the consumer to self-learner. The situation is
aggravated as the fierce competition of entrance exam still
looks for a large amount of knowledge loaded in the brain of
competitors and the parents stills want to see their children
landing into the prestigious universities. So any institutes

that have a higher record of those students who can pass
the entrance exam often boast of their guaranteed quality,
regardless to the proper learning-and-teaching approaches.

...As long as the individual groups’ needs are still in

the opposite way we can hastily jump into the conclusion
that why the past reform is bootless though those related
sectors are trying hard to keep providing the teachers with
important training courses.

...0ne teacher in a French class of a secondary school
said that “Earlier, when the school reforms its education
an experimental class is introduced as the example of
child-centered learning. Teachers who teach a French
class from many schools participate in the trail and error
and all participants act as the learners. Everything runs
smoothly. But when we apply what we have learned from
the experimental class with the students it is fruitless
because children and adults have the different interests.
As a result, teachers can't bridge such a gap. They can’t
figure out what captivates the students most.”

...Apart from direct experiences, such a teacher also
exchanges what she knows with other teachers who take
part in the experimental class. She finds that the problems
happening in their classes are similar. Most of the students
wish to harvest “knowledge” from their teachers rather than
pursuing it on their own since it is easier to remember.
Besides, students are aware that all knowledge they gain can
help them win the seat in the highly competitive university.

...As for those teachers who still stick to the self-learning
procedure, they have to encounter with big problems.
Students in this era enjoy surfing information in the cyber
world. They can find all answers they want in the world

of information where knowledge has no boundary. But
the easy access to the Internet has led to the improper
culture of writing a report through copying and pasting
without paraphrasing and piecing all information together.
Worse still, they simply take it for granted and don’t even
realize of the accuracy of information and its contents.

... “The students don't even read it because they don't type

it by themselves. They merely copy and paste it on their
report and design it the way they want. That’s it,” one teacher
explained with visible boredom of such unacceptable
behaviors.

...The obstacle of child-centered approach involves not only
behavioral problems and students’ needs but it also stems
from the lack of understandings, skills, and creative thinking
in teaching of teachers.

...While certain group of teachers complains about their
limited educational equipment consisting of only chalk and
blackboard which impedes them from implementing

the newfangled method, some other groups of teachers,



instead of sitting still, making a complaint and waiting
hopelessly for the budget, invent new innovations out of
the local materials such as the insect baking cabinet
modified from tin box formerly used to keep crackers.

A bulb is hanged inside the box to provide warmth to
insects. This creative design can be found abundantly in
many schools located on the hill of Phrae.

...Although educational reform has been put into practice for
eight years now parents who prefer Home-school approach
still have to be disheartened by the negative attitudes of

the educational officers as one mothers has posted her
message in the home-school web-board that

Thai educational reform is consummated
at a very limited degree, especially

the development of qualities of teachers
who play a dynamic role in supporting
the child-centered approach.

... "Although it is simply an informal talk | was insulted by
one officer : Mother of Nong Phu, Oct. 8, 2007, 21:21:35
After attending the seminar on the planning of home-
school learning | then searched for more information. | also
approached one officer at his home in an attempt to ask
for further details. | didn’t even go through the details yet.
But he said that | was crazy. He wondered whether | was
smarter than teachers. While turning my back on him,

he still followed me saying that | was a freak. | just make
a start but | am already bombarded with these negative
viewpoints. How we gonna do next?”

...Being afraid of such a problem, many parents don't

want to introduce home-school education to their children.
But through their own supports, their journey to the

noble mission is no longer lonely. They believe that

if the government disseminates knowledge and create better
understandings among the officers the situation will be
improved. Besides, the increased number of those
home-school students appearing in society will help prove
that the approach is somewhat successful and hopefully

it can help change the attitudes of those related officers.

When the base of pagoda is almost emerged

...As we witness the dark side of educational reform we
might be desperate. Simultaneously, the movements of
some groups might serve as the big boulders that can bring
with them a shining hope.

...Although having nothing to do with the government or
the committees of educational reform, the “Specialized
Education” coming into existence a few years ago becomes

an alternative learning for students such as Mahidol
University’s College of Music, the country’s first complete
musical institute, Mahidol Witthayanusorn School that
searches for those students who have a special knack for
math, science, and technologies so they will be developed
potentially, Lanna Wisdom Conservation School that
emphasizes on the preservation of Lanna arts and cultures,
and Sport School that promotes sportive skills and expertise.
These extraordinary schools offer the other channels
instrumental in sharpening the children’s special talents

in a more concrete way.

...Meanwhile, home-school education is compatible with
the concept of child development. What's more, it has been
widely acceptable after the initiation of educational reform.
According to the data provided by the Office of Elementary
Education Commission and Ban Rien Thai Association,

it reveals that families start launching their home-school
education in the elementary and secondary levels during
1994-2007. So far, 88 families have already made a home-
school registration with the Office of Education in which

12 families have already sent their children to pursue their
higher education in the traditional schools.

...The other beam of hope is the “Alternative School”
recognizable in Thailand for more than three decades and
gaining much popularity among parents after the educational
reform. These alternative schools have their own unique
learning-and-teaching methods. For example, Sawangchitr
School has adopted Waldolf Theory focusing on learning
through real practicing. It also emphasizes on the spiritual
dimension. Here, education is viewed holistically. It can’t be
separated from life. Teachers nurture and cultivate a good
heart and loving compassion to students. Children will

be able to concentrate more on their activities through

the guidance of arts and natural surroundings. Tor See is

a Buddhism School. Its learning-and-teaching procedures
are integrated with dharma practices. Its concept reflects
that real education concerns not only academic knowledge
used for making a living but knowledge must be used to
beautifully develop one’s life and bring benefits to learners,
their families, communities, and societies. Dharma will help
them better understand the real and proper education that
it must be started at themselves first. Rung A-run School
resorts to the natural surroundings serving as the learning
situations and educational media. Sometimes, teachers
imitate the real situations to allow children to learn

by themselves. Through this procedure, students can
understand and remember all knowledge more precisely.

...These schools are comparable to the “hopeful and
promising signals”, ensuring us that although the middle
and the top parts of the pagoda are still invisible al least

we still see its base brimming on the water surface. It is a bit
delightful that our exertion to drop the stones of educational
reform into the educational stream for a decade is not in
vain at all.
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