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The Youth Club of Rajaprachanukroh 29 School, Si Sa Ket Province

OVERCOME
THE FAMINE
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Si Sa Ket is the country’s poorest
province. Two decades ago, children
of this poverty-stricken community
were popular worldwide because

of their unique story. They were

so destitute that they couldn’t find
any food to maintain their life

so they have to eat the soil.

ough the story of the children who subsisted on the
becomes simply the living legend the pictures of

ren are still prevalent throughout the passage of

me.

The following story will feature the impressive battles
of many poor students of Rajaprachanukroh 29 School in Si Sa
Ket Province who refuse to succumb to their destiny and
destitution. In a bid to struggle for a living, they feel the need
to take urgent action for their own survival. Consequently,
a youth club is established in the school and the concept of
sufficiency economy is integrated with their lifestyle.
It yields many good results.

It is widely and clearly known that the students of
Rajaprachanukroh 29 School come from the poor family. Their
parents can’t send them to other schools because they are
unable to afford for the schoolings. So they have to take their
children to study and stay at this boarding school. Some

students are the orphanage. Others don't know where their

parents live because they are abandoned at the school.

Momentarily, more than 800 students are under the
supervision of Kru Wisit Witthayavorakarn, the founder of
the school who turns the once arid field into the source of
knowledge and home. He offers education to those poor
children in the province, take good care of them, and provide
them with love and warmth as if they are his own children.
It is no surprise to hear the children call him by the name of
“Phor Yai” (Big Daddy).

Phor Yai teaches the kids to be self-reliant. The concept
of unity, sharing, and caring is strengthened among the
children. The senior students have to take care of the junior ones
and share them what they have whether food or things. Eventu-
ally, the children have an idea to establish the Youth Club in
an attempt to stand on their own feet. They raise the animals
and cultivate their own horticultures, mushrooms, and rice.

While students who live in the bustle and hustle of
Bangkok need to wake up early to avoid the traffic congestion
the students of Rajaprachanukroh who are the early birds have

more time to do their chores. They get up around 4 a.m. and




leave their dormitory to water and tend their chemical-free
vegetables thriving on the organic fertilizer. Their morning
chores also include toilet cleaning. After that they will go get
dressed, have breakfast, and then attend the class. After
the school, most of the city children will play sports but the
members of the youth club will be assigned to be responsible
in the different duties since many hands can make light work.
Some have to monitor newly-grown mushrooms, burn the wood
to make charcoal, and feed the fowls with leftover food so
they can lay more eggs which is one of the children’s staple
source of food. Others take the buffalos to the school's
paddyfield to plow the soil and then they have to mill the
paddy at the rice mill brought by the school.

All students have to finish their own responsibility
before joining the dinner together. All single rice and all foods
the children consume are not bought from the market but
they come from the labor of love of all students who stick
together to help change the situation.

All youths live together like they are in the same family.
No one takes advantage over the others. When food is scarce
they starve together but when it is plenty they learn the art of
sharing. It is a kind of profound love and care in the large
family.

Aim-orn Chonmuang, a Matthayom 6 student, recounted
that “We get up early to take care of our vegetable plots. We
help cultivate rice and then mill it at our rice mill. We share
the crop with each other. We live like a brother and sister
under the same rule. The surplus of the harvests will be sold
at the market so we can generate more income for our group.
We feel attached and love all members like we are the siblings.”

Somkuan Boonbu, the student in the same class added
that “We plant the chemical-free vegetables and fruits and

we use EM micro-organism to produce organic fertilizer.
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We keep 30 cows, five buffaloes, and 60 pigs. We have the
plant nursery and mushroom houses and the members will
take turn taking care of the seedlings all the time.”

It is so pleasurable that all students of Rajaprachanukroh
29 School have food to eat, not starving like other kids in the
rustic areas.

The Rajaprachanukroh 29 youth group not only engages
in the agricultural practices but they as well join forces with
the municipality to sort out garbage, papers, bottles, plastics,
and steel and then establish the garbage bank and turn trash
into cash, hence generating more earnings to the group.

“Previously, no one seems to interest in our garbage
project. But soon more and more people are eager to jump on
the bandwagon. Everybody is happy with their job and doesn'’t
look down upon it,” said Sudarat Paibueng, a Matthayom 6
student who is now the head of the group.

In addition, the youth group also plays a dynamic role
in the reforestation scheme. They chip in their time to keep
watchful eyes on the forest adjacent to Sam Ran brook at
the back of the school. This greenery serves as the outdoor
classroom where the children can glean more knowledge about
herbs, wild floras and faunas. Their praiseworthy success is to
keep the water in the creek clean and clear all year round.

Unbelievably, while city students are involved with drugs
or larceny these underprivileged children who are in need
of love and warmth and prone to create more social problems
have nothing to do with drugs or stealing at all. These impe-
cunious children teach us that self-supporting, sharing, and
the art of giving can keep the poverty at bay and it is no
longer the big problem of the country. It is no surprise
that the 8" Green Globe Award, in the category of Outstand-
ing Youth Group, is granted to the penniless students of
Rajaprachanukroh 29 School of Si Sa Ket Province in 2006. ®

Writer : Wanchai Tantiwitthayapitak
Chairman of the Environment
Journalist Club,

Thai Journalist Association

Editor of Sarakadee Magazine,

a judge of “Green Globe Award”






