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THRIVING

N THE

“Sufficiency economy is like the groundwork of life.

The strong foundation of the nation is like a foundation
pile fully propping the entire structure of building.
Whether the construction will be endurable depends

on the foundation pile. But only a few people realize this.

They even ignore its importance.”

CONOMY

> > >

His Majesty the King's words
of wisdom delivered on
December 4, 1969.
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Dated back in 1994 PTT had initiated One-Million-Rai
Reforestation Project to mark the 50" Anniversary of His
Majesty’s accession to the throne and the success of the
reforestation project is a tribute to His Majesty presented to
him on November 16, 2002. It is considered one of the proud,
successful, and widely recognizable schemes of PTT. Apart
from giving a new lease of life to the deteriorated land, PTT
also nurtures a sense of caring in Thai hearts. The initial
crusade to turn the parched soil into the serene greenery
has then spawned a strings of inspirational campaigns
including the Forest Conservation PTT Youth Project,
the Green Globe Award, and the Sirinart Rajini Mangrove
Ecosystem Learning Center, to name a few.

With the unwavering determination to develop Thai
communities to grow strong in a more sustainable way,
PTT is now still on its noble mission. From its first crusade
known as “Cultivating Plants in Thai Hearts” to “84 Tambons
on a Sufficient Path Project”, PTT has humbly taken His
Majesty’s philosophy of sufficiency economy serving as royal
pearls of wisdom to be the core strategy of the ongoing
project stemmed from the company’s tireless engagements
in social, community, and environmental responsibility which
later leads to its next move to raise awareness among
villagers in 84 communities across the country to live
a self-reliant life. Serving as the country’s paradigms and
strongholds, these pilot communities will expand their works
to other villages far and wide.

“Inward Explosion” is the unique technique
used by PTT to develop villagers from inside out.
They have to learn the new way of life from PTT’s
personnel and the networks on service at the com-
munity all the time in order to strengthen their
own community and simultaneously enhance their
hidden potentials through the real practices.
Besides, PTT also hands down its expertise on
managements to local learners and systematically
integrate them together to reduce the possible
overlaps. More significantly, the company as well
encourages the establishment of strong teamwork
by implementing development scheme harmoni-
ously with villagers’ way of life, hence the birth of
self-sufficient tambons that can boast of their
forceful foundations in all aspects including
economy, society, energy, natural resources, and
environment. The communities can stand on their
own feet and serve as the prototypes for other
communities to jump on the bandwagon. The
opportune time for formally and first launching
the project is on the auspicious occasion of His
Majesty the King’s 80" Birthday in 2007 and the
campaign has been going on ever since. So far,
84 communities have participated in the activity
and the good deeds of all communities will be
a tribute to His Majesty in the next four years to
mark his 7" Anniversary or 84" Birthday in 2011.

The first step of the project has already been
taken today as nine pilot tambons have been
chosen as the forerunners including Tambon
Silalaeng of Nan Province, Tambon Mae Tha and

Tambon Mae Na of Chiang Mai Province, Tambon
Na Khom and Tambon Wang Nam Lad of Nakhon
Sawan Province, Tambon Thung Khwai Kin of




Rayong Province, Tambon Tha Ma Kham of
Kanchanaburi Province, Tambon Khao Khok
of Buri Ram Province, and Tambon Pak Song
of Chumphon Province. According to the
information collected by the PTT team, it
reveals that villagers in these communities
share the similar problems such as debt,
being unemployed, improper agricultural
practice, dependence heavily on outside
market, and adherence to unnecessary

“Inward Explosion”

luxurious material goods. However, they are
blessed with many good advantages like
they have strong leader and the communi-
ties are prized with abundant natural
resources. Most significantly, local people are
enthusiast enough to learn more about the
new challenges in order to turn their vulner-
able life into the healthy one in accordance
with a self-sufficient approach.

“As one of the nine tambons chosen to
participate in this pilot project, I am so proud
of receiving this honor. I do expect that
I will have an opportunity to learn more about
the systematic working and the analytical
techniques on community from the working
team. I do believe that villagers will get some
benefits through real practice and then be
able to develop themselves so they can fully
live a self-reliant life.”

Although such a statement is echoed
by a small villager from a small tambon
Rampan well realizes that her friends in other
communities also share the same feeling
like her. Different in some details and back-
grounds, these nine tambons, however,
possess the same valuable capital both in
abstract and concrete forms, ranging from
natural resources, local wisdoms, and most
importantly, willing hearts ready to forge
ahead to create the good things for their
own communities and then hand them down
to the generation yet to come.
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Those responsible of the project have already made a working plan to
facilitate villagers and enrich them with knowledge and skills so they can
work in a more tangible way with suitable and systematic principles based
on villagers’ needs. Prior to the introduction of the project, PTT team and
network allies have studied, collected important data, and analyzed on
various problems side by side with local workers and then established the
systematic frameworks under the eight important strategies including the
analysis on community, the enhancement of community skills that can lead
to sufficiency economy at the household level, the management on natural
resources, the management on community’s environment, the management

on community’s energy to make a plan for
effective consumption of local energy and
resources, the management on education that
emphasizes on schools, teachers, and students
which can lead to the establishment of local
knowledge, the management of local fund to
promote a saving habit and set up a wide
variety of funds beneficial to community, and
the spiritual development to inculcate morality and ethics and also adjust
villagers’ attitudes to see value of self-sufficiency. These goals are the inte-
gral parts of the strategic model serving as the powerful catalyst to attain the
self-reliant mission, a road to authentic happiness of local communities.

Yet, these goals can’t be achieved if villagers refuse to contribute and
chip in their time. So, participated communities must be the members of the
network communities that have ever worked together in other projects.
However, PTT also invites all communities across the country to partake in
the activity. But some requirements are needed. Villagers should be more
enthusiastic and have voluntary heart. They must be ready for all challenges
they have to encounter. Or their leader must be available to take part in the
activity. More importantly, the community must have financial support
so they can fully develop their locality according to the committee’s criteria.

The intended participants will have a chance to glean more experi-
ences that will be later used to establish reliable knowledge on sufficiency
economy applicable to the development of community in a more substantial
way. Community’s master plan consisting of community’s information in all
aspects will be made since it will serve as the crucial tool for learning and
practicing. Besides, villagers will learn more about the managements on
economy, energy, natural resources, environment, society, and local wisdom.
For example, they will be able to solve the problem of household debt,
initiate community enterprise, experiment on the alternative energy, take
care of the local finances and personnel, and introduce community welfare,
organic farming, and natural agriculture in order to reduce the consumption
of chemicals and pesticides. The pool of knowledge will then serve as the
valuable examples and then be passed on to other communities as well.

Ranpan hopes that the first and the next moves of the villagers from
now on until the next four years will enrich her and her friends with a wealth
of knowledge which is a source of shining hope for the bright future of the
entire nation. Besides, it will be provable that His Majesty’s pearl of wisdom
is like a radiant light shining through Thai society and the royal advice
if followed can ensure a survival of our descendants.





