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EDUCATION,
KNOWLEDGE,
THINKING
PROCESS
AND
BEAUTIFUL
LIFE

“What’s wrong with the world’s education system?
eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
into great crisis.”
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This question asked by Prof. Dr. Praves Wasi, a senior citizen who has

played a tremendous role in the social development arena for ages,

has provoked us to realize more about the relation between “education”

and “crisis” which can lead to a better understanding on society,

people, and even ourselves in a more different angle.

N
/

Education and Moral

Although the word “crisis” men-
tioned by Prof. Dr. Prawes will be con-
nected to various aspects like economic,
social, environmental, politic, and health
problems, all share the same root, be it
“thinking crisis” or “improper and un-
righteous thought” of people in society,
especially those educated, which results
in the public and personal problems.

Before going further we should
make it clear of the scope of “improper
and unrighteous thought” which is
rather difficult to find the visible indica-
tor or measure since the same concept
in the context of one society might be
considered proper and righteous but
when the context is changed such
a concept might turn out to be improper
and wrong.

Generally, the proper and righteous
thinking in human society is controlled
by the religious principles or beliefs of
certain society. Family and educational
system will play their role in inculcating
such principles to the children since the
early age.

In bygone era, Thai educational
system gives much priority to “moral”
deemed as a strict code of conduct
accepted and practiced by members of
society for the peacefulness of commu-
nity as a whole. When the members of
society abide by the moral principles
they will trust each another and the
sense of sharing and caring will also be
nurtured among people. Eventually, we
will live together happily and peacefully.
So the moral subject is then put into
the curriculum of all schools. The con-
tent of the subject is not focused only

Thai educational system

gives much priority to “moral”

deemed as a strict code of
conduct accepted and
practiced by members of

society for the peacefulness

of community as a whole.

on religious knowledge but it also
includes the etiquettes in various
situations. It is an integration of
religious concept with people’s way of
life in all chances and at all places.
It can be said that the former Thai edu-
cation fosters students to be a good,
learned people so they can put their
knowledge into the real practice and
make the right and proper decision for
the happiness of themselves, others, and
society.

At present, society has been
changed in accordance with the national
development. So does the educational
system and its original concept. Most
people give priority to excellent learn-
ers who are able to put their knowl-
edge for competition in order to enhance
the developmental level and economic
progress. So specialized subjects are
introduced, replacing the former ones
irrelevant to the economic development.
They become only the alternative sub-
jects or compulsory subjects with less
credits. Worse still, our modern way of
life doesn't foster moral consciousness
since people have to live in the com-
petitive world and search for the best
things for themselves.



THE CHANGING OF THAI EDUCATION

“moral”
(Knowledge
from education)
“producing
(Thinking method) good people”

Developing the country with
the concept of compromise
to live in harmony
with nature and better
understand other people

(Living path)

From Knowledge to Real Life

A research on Thai youth’'s behav-
iors conducted by Thailand Research
Fund (TRF) reveals that the negative
factors from economic development that
doesn't strengthen on social and educa-
tional development have resulted in the
expansive teenagers’ problems. Nowa-
days Thai youngsters like to hang around
together, creating violence, using and
selling drugs, having a fight, commit-
ting a crime like robbery and gang-up.
Besides, they also addict to luxurious
material goods. Some steal money while
others enter the flesh trade to earn more
money for buying expensive brand
names. They fall victim to the material-
ism that now dominates our society.

Although these phenomena don't
happen to all youths and they don’t
totally stem from the problem of educa-
tional system, it is the possible
“tendency” that can be used to predict
the future trend and determine the suit-
able strategy for the future education in
order to solve the social problems in the
long run. It is undeniable that educa-
tion has its influence on the youngsters’
lifestyles as Prof. Dr. Kriengsak
Charoenwongsakdi, a senior academic
of Harvard University’s Government and

“competition”

“producing
excellent people”

Developing the
country on the
basis of competition
in order to conquer
nature and be the first

Educational institutes that
play a leading role in
inculcating good values
for children have focused
only on the academic
excellent and vocational
training to meet the
demand of labour market.

Business Study Center, states in the
article entitled “Cultivating the sense of
sharing among the children : lesson
from Japanese society” that “After Thai-
land has enjoyed its modernity its former
values have been changed. The art of
sharing and caring becomes the thing
of the past. People have their own life
and compete with each other for their
own survival. They dare to take advan-
tage over others for their own benefits,
stressing the changed values of people
in today's society. Educational institutes
that play a leading role in inculcating
good values for children have focused
only on the academic excellent and
vocational training to meet the demand
of labour market. Spiritual and mental
development, especially the sense of
sharing and caring and public mind, is
overlooked. Not surprisingly, today’s
children and youths are indifferent to
social problems and live for their own life.”
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Creating a Novel Thinking Process
in the Competitive Society

Dr. Art-ong Jumsai na Ayutthaya,
a world’s scientist, a founder, and a high-
est executive of Sattayasai School, one
of the alternative schools that tangibly
integrates moral and ethics with mod-
ern academics, views that it is not diffi-
cult to change the learners’ attitudes and
habits but it must be done entirely,
simultaneously, and in all subjects in
order to allow the students to memorize
and record morality, ethics, and virtues
in their subconscious and they will be
able to put them into the real use when
they need to interpret new information.
It is like the working system of com-
puter. We need to input particular
programme into its memory first if we
want it to work in a particular way.

“One psychiatrist once said that
we are what we think. If we train
ourselves to think good, speak good,
and do good all the time, we will auto-
matically become the good person.”

With such belief, the teaching and
learning system in Sattayasai School is
revolved around the inculcation of
morality and ethics. It all starts at a flag
pole in the early morning. The director
of school will give an instruction to stu-
dents in a positive way by citing moral-
teaching tales and natural environment
as the motives so the children will be
able to realize the value of their lives
and other lives around them. While in
the class, all subjects will be connected
to the moral topic of the week. For ex-
ample, the students can learn more
about the sense of sharing in the math
class when they learn how to divide.
The teacher will cite an example like a
mother buys 32 pieces of sweets and
seven friends come visit us at home.
We remember that our teacher once told
me to share what we have to others so
we give our sweets to our friends and
ourselves equally. So how many pieces
of sweet are divided to all children?

It might be a trivial thing. But to
the elementary students it is a time for



quickly absorbing the good things and
new knowledge. Passing the good
values and virtues onto children is to
build the strong foundation reinforced
with morality and ethics. As for the
grown-up students, different methods
are utilized. They are allowed to learn
more about morality and ethics through
the real life.

Prof. Dr. Kriengsak Charoenwong-
sakdi mentions about the Japanese
educational system used to change
people’s behaviors, especially the youths
who grow up in the fiercely competitive
society. He cites the example of Toyama
Prefecture Board Education that tries to
restore the original values by inviting
all schools in the province to send their
two students in Matthayom 2 to nearby
community and work in the company,
shops, and rice field. Through working,
the students will learn to respect the
social norms of community, sharpen
social skills, show their sympathy to
others, and realize that they are also the
integral part of society. The Toyama
Prefecture Board Education’s effort paid
off. Students start realizing that society
is not their private place. They can’t do
just what they want and start turning
their back to the society. This pilot
project is like a shinning hope to
restore the relationships among Japa-
nese people. It introduces the youths to
community and society so they can learn
how to lend a helping hand to those in
need. It is a way to expose the new
generation to the former values.

This example inspires Dr. Kriengsak
to establish “Time Bank Fund for So-
ciety” with the objectives to encourage
Thai people to sacrifice their wee time
to contribute to society and community
like joining activity at public welfare
house, providing vocational training for
needy people, teaching art to children
in community, reading books for the
blind, teaching English for the children
in schools and communities. Those
interested who can chip in their time
can visit his website at www.timeback
society.com, serving as the platform to

exchange information and participate in
such activities. Dr. Kriengsak does
believe that time bank fund for society
will be a catalyst to help restore former
values of Thai society, once thriving on
the art of sharing and caring, if chil-
dren, youths and general public have
an opportunity to expose themselves to
the underprivileged in society and sup-
port them directly. Along the way, they
will be nurtured with the sense of “public
mind” and when they grow up they will
have a good consciousness to live their
life for others which can establish
a happy and peaceful society developed
in a more appropriate way.

Move to a Very Beautiful Life

In the last page of the book
entitled “The Analysis on the Education
and the Problem of Human Knowledge
Circumstance” by Prof. Saneh Jamarik,
Thailand’s veteran academic on the
development and human rights, Dr.
Saneh delivers a poetic message that

Knowledge is disseminated around
the globe.

Human’s greed shrouds the entire world.
Power without wisdom prevails.

The whole world collapses because
education kills itself.

The writer obviously points out the
current trend of education. Yet, several
parties in society are more aware of such
a looming problem which can be seen
from the parents’ choice of education.
They pay more attention to alternative
schools like Sattayasai, Tor Si, Panyothati,
Ploen Pattana, and Rung A-run schools.
These newfangled-style schools treasure
morality, ethics, and academics concur-
rently. Hopefully, Thai education might
not “collapse and Kill itself” so soon.

Besides, a string of usefully social
projects initiated by kind-hearted adults
like Time Bank Fund for Society, Budhika
Network, Public Mind Network and
others projects originated from a good
intention of the children such as Youth
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Innovation Group for Society, and White
Love Network, helps foster the sense of
“public mind” in the youngsters’ heart.
With these unwavering determinations,
it is a good sign that morality and
ethics will not be definitely vanished
from Thai society although the main-
stream education pressured with the
high expectation to produce the gradu-
ates to modern economy and industry
fails to fully interwoven the former
values and virtues to its teaching and
learning process. However, there are still
more groups of youngsters who are ready
to forge ahead and bring goodness and
morality to all hearts where it can grow
beautifully.

Finally, the novel conception has
flourished among the new generation.
Their own live and Thai way of life will
be blessed with virtues and moral codes
in the near future as the White Love,
the project of new generation group
whose aims is to encourage Thai youths
to more engage in social activities, once
said that

“True love or so-called white love
is love and well-wishing to oneself,
others, family, society, and nation.
Giving the new definition of ‘love” craved
by all humans is the only mean to
conquer all obstacles and discrimina-
tions. We will establish the new culture
of true love that teaches humans how
to love oneself properly and share their
love to other people and lives on earth
through their voluntary works. When
the relationship of peace, love, and
understanding takes shape the real
happiness will prevail in every nook and
cranny. The power to change of the new
generation can catalyze individuals,
family, community, and nation. Ulti-
mately, they can move the world.” ®

Getting to know more with the
“New Thinking Groups” at

www.timebanksociety.com

www.budnet.info
www.volunteerspirit.org
www.konjaidee.com
www.givezall.com






