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THAI SOCIETY HAS BEEN THRIVING ON KINDNESS AND HOSPITALITY FOR SEVERAL
CENTURIES. WHEN THE SITUATION ARISES, WHETHER A POVERTY-STRICKEN EXISTENCE,
A SUDDEN ILLNESS OF THE UNDERPRIVILEGED WHO CAN’T AFFORD FOR THE MEDICAL
EXPENSES, OR AN UNFORESEEN NATURAL DISASTER, A POOL OF SYMPATHIES HAS NEVER
RUN DRY AND A SOURCE OF HELP SEEMS TO BE ENDLESS, BRINGING TREMENDOUS JOY TO
THE TAKERS, THE GIVERS, AND THE WITNESSES. THE SENSE OF SHARING AND CARING IS
TRULY AN OUTSTANDING MORALITY OF PEOPLE OF THE LAND OF SMILES.

However, in this chaotic world, Thai people need to be fostered with several codes of conduct,
especially the sense of public property ownership. A term “co-ownership” doesn’t refer to personal or
group possession. But it means a shared ownership of the public property for the sustainable use.
Additionally, members of society are all responsible for safeguarding all public facilities and utilities and
deterring the following situations like a steal of coins from public telephone booth, a theft of power line
and nuts and bolts from high-voltage poles, even forest encroachment, and a release of wasted
water into watercourses, etc. Several of these cases are witnessed by many people but they tend to
ignore situation, filing no complaint to the authorities for fear of troubles. Such problems have been
exacerbated in line with expansive society, causing severe damages both directly and indirectly at
the social and national levels.

The best choice now is to educate people. For example, in an Educational Column,
January - March 2008 issue, it reflects Dr. Kriengsak Charoenwongsesakdi’s viewpoints focusing
on the nurturing of a public mind among the youngsters which is relevant to what we want to
present in this issue. Due to incorrect information in last issue, the Power the Thought editorial
team would like to reiterate his ideas again for clear and accurate understanding.

“Encouraging the children to learn how to sacrifice themselves for the public and learn from
the community is what Dr. Kriengsak has done for a long time. He established Time Bank Society
15 years ago with an objective to encourage Thai people to sacrifice part of their times and contribute
to society and community like participating in many activities held at public welfare houses, providing
vocational training for needy people, teaching art to children in community, reading books and record-
ing voices for the blind, and teaching English for the children in community and school, etc. People
can exchange their information and express their willingness to partake in the above-mentioned
activities by visiting www.timebanksociety.com. He does believes that Time Bank Society can serve as
a mechanism to help restore former values of Thai society, once thriving on the art of sharing and
caring, by allowing children, youngsters, and general public to experience the local way of life,
especially that of the underprivileged, so they can lend them a helping hand directly. In this way, it
leads to a fostering of a “public mind” among the youth. When they grow up they will develop good
conscience to live their life for other people which can result in peaceful and morally-aware society.”

It's high time for all of us to be more aware of such looming problems. Apart from being the
co-owner of public property, we have to help safeguard public facilities and utilities for the sake of all
Thais.
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