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A reminiscence of great fighters

The Green Globe Award bestowed to literary works,
individuals, and communities that play a tremendous role in
safeguarding natural resources and environment was first
initiated nine years ago. At that time, Pred Nai village located
in Tambon Huang Nam Khao, Mueang district of Trat province,
was chosen as one of the three praiseworthy communities.

Pred Nai village, a small sleepy hamlet with its historical
background dating back about 158 years ago, is a fishery and
agricultural community located by the peaceful coast. People
live a simple and happy life amidst tranquil environment
blessed with abundant natural resources and verdant
mangrove forest. One day fighters and conservationists’
spirits was awakened to protect their motherland.

It was all started since 1941 as the government announced
a concessionary area in the community’s forest, more and more
investors from all over the country started taking advantages
over the community, following with a shrunken forest patch.
A newly-built ditch used to bar sea water effects a cycle of high
and low tides in the mangrove forest. As a result, marine
animals like shrimp, shell, crab, and fish and ecological system
of the mangrove forest were in great jeopardy. Worse still, the
productive land was transformed into countless commercial
shrimp farms which a few years later became an insolvent
business, leaving only a huge debt worth of 30 million baht.

Presently, villagers still show signs of dejection when
talking about their past experience which they matter-of-factly
call it a great “disaster”.

However, a crisis can be transformed into a golden
opportunity which allows villagers to realize of their own
power as the owners of the community which later leads to
an eviction of investors from the area. Villagers then joined
hand in hand to establish a new policy to “close the forest”
in order to give nature a time to heal itself. Besides, villagers
had been trained to practice various kinds of agricultures
so they could make a living while the forest is temporarily
unavailable. In 1998, Ban Pred Nai Mangrove Forest
Development and Preservation Fund and Ban Pred Nai
Mangrove Forest Development and Preservation Club were
found as all members of the community were core members.

Ban Pred Nai’s strength and consistency in protecting the
mangrove forest has earned much recognition. In 2005, the
community was one of the two communities that was awarded
“The Five Years of Sustainability” at the 7t Green Globe Award
Presentation Ceremony.

From community to community

“In the pond, there are fish, shrimp, crab, and shell.
They can generate sufficient income for my family and we can
live a sufficient life amd have no debt. In the evening, a flock
of herons and teals will gather at the middle of the pond,
foraging for aquatic foods. That'’s alright since they don’t eat
too much and | have more to share. That sight brings me much
happiness.”
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Such recountal of one villager reflects how abundant the
community is and how happy his life is. It also shows his
generosity in sharing of what he has with others. Even the
herons and teals are still happy, so it is impossible that villagers
of Ban Pred Nai will turn their back on their neighbors as long as
they still abide by the regulations while using the community’s
forest, serving as the sustainable source of livelihood. Laor
Intasuwan, one villager of Ban Pred Nai, once said “/ am so
proud that now our mangrove forest is teeming with marine
animals. We are happy to allow outsiders to catch our fish and
shell as long as they respect our rules. Using an otter trawl! is
prohibited since it can kill all baby fishes and shrimps.”

However, giving permission to their neighbors to use
a forest under the community’s regulations can’t guarantee
that the community’s forest preservation scheme will be
sustainable. The expansion of conservative idea to other
communities is instead the authentic solution.

“The problems arise if we preserve only our mangrove
forest. If we can sustain our livelihood while our neighbors
can’t they unavoidably have to use our forest. So it is necessary
to raise awareness in other regions too. We need to set up the
regulations and those who receive benefits from the forest
have to strictly follow them. If they violate the rules, it will
certainly effect the natural resources under our care,” said
Amporn Phatsart, a head of Ban Pred Nai Mangrove Forest
Development and Preservation Club.

Armed with such attitudes, core members of Ban Pred Nai
then start establishing more networks at both Tambon and
provincial levels by organizing mobile seminars in several com-
munities in a bid to disseminate their conservative crusade
and exchange experiences among participants. So far, three
seminars have been already held in six tambons including Nong
Sa No, Nam Chiew, Nong Samed, Nong Khan Song, Huang
Nam Khao, and Aoyai which receive benefits from the same
mangrove forest. Additionally, they also encourage all villagers
to make a database on their natural resources and launch
a natural resources management scheme for a clear-cut direc-
tion which can lead to an establishment of the same standards
when it comes to natural resources consumption. As a result,
the conservation campaign can yield satisfactory results.

Currently, villagers of Ban Pred Nai can make their living
all year round. During the summer, they work in the rubber
plantation and orchard. When the rain comes, they go into the
mangrove forest, searching for fish, crab, shell, and shrimp.
However, they still have enough time to continuously run
the four activities concerning about the conservation and
development of the mangrove forest. The first activity entitled
“Stop Catching Hundreds, Wait to Catch Millions” is aimed at
encouraging villagers to stop catching mangrove crab during
some months of the waxing and waning moon since it is
an egg-laying season. Consequently, the number of crabs and
marine animals is on the rise so villagers can catch them all
year round. The second activity is the Artificial Coral Scheme
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in which several automobile tires are tied up together to build
an artificial coral for young and grown-up marine animals to
live. The third activity known as “Mangrove Forest Patrol”
encourages villagers to be more vigilant and keep watchful
eyes over those who break the community’s regulations.
The last activity entitled the Development of Learning Center
in the Mangrove Forest includes a study of nature through
the natural trail and non-commercial home-stay that allows
outsiders to learn more about the community. So far, some
30 households join the home-stay project.

$hining hope...Mangrove forest fruits

The conservation scheme of the mangrove forest of Ban
Pred Nai will be consistent and sustainable only if it is taken
up further by the next generations. Therefore, core members of
the club have tried to inculcate the youth in the village to
protect and see values of their own legacy and save it for their
descendants. The youngsters are invited to participate in all
activities launched by the club. Besides, members of the club
also join forces with schools to make local curriculum on the
mangrove forest which finally leads to the inauguration of the
Look Mai Pa Len Club (Mangrove Forest Fruits) in 2007.

All members of the club live and work brotherly, no leader
and no subordinates. There are only brothers who always teach,
talk, help, take care, and give knowledge to the younger
members. They also cultivate a nature-loving habit to the younger
generation and encourage them to develop their own commu-
nity. Their relationships are based on equality and brotherhood.

Starting from five members, the number soars to 12
within a year. So far, the club consists of 19 members. Its
main activity is to establish a body of knowledge about local
wisdoms and forest conservation campaign which include six
continual activities.

1) Community’s radio which is on air on every Saturday
and Sunday at 5 - 6 p.m. This activity encourages children to
express their opinions and to think systematically. Very often,
their point of view can make adults start to think.

2) Little guide activity encourages children to learn more
about their own community from core members of several groups
so they can become little guides and take visitors to the
community to witness community and schools’ works.

3) Mangrove forest journey activity is held during the
school break on Saturday and Sunday in an attempt to
encourage the children and the youngsters to learn more
about local wisdoms and forest conservation scheme. They
will have a chance to visit the mangrove forest and learn new
things through direct experiences.

4) My Name Is activity allows children to make name tags
describing all species in the mangrove forest with Sern
Siengkroh, local sage who is expert in mangrove herbs. At the
end of the activity, all children can learn more about various
kinds of trees thriving in the mangrove forest.

5) The Youth Savings Group stems from Ban Pred Nai
True Savings Group. It helps cultivate children to save for the
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rainy days. This activity invites three groups of members to join
the activity including elementary students who have to save
about six baht a week, primary students 10 baht and adults
20 baht. Parts of their savings will be used to produce
Ban Pred Nai T-shirt for sale so they can generate more
incomes for the group.

6) The last activity engages in gathering information about
the mangrove forest and children’s feelings so others will know
how they love and attach to their forest.

Asked whether they will continue the conservation scheme
if all adults are gone, they said unanimously and their answer
can melt one’s heart, especially older villagers of Ban Pred Nai
and those nature lovers.

“Yes, we will pursue our ancestors’ noble mission. The
mangrove forest is the community’s heritage and our legacy
too. We are so proud of doing good things for our village. The
mangrove forest is the villagers’ important source of livelihood.
The youth have to stick together to conserve their natural
resources and instill the conservative mind among the younger

generation.”

As all kids of Ban Pred Nai are speak good, think good, and
do good with their good heart, so it comes to no surprise that Ban
Pred Nai still enjoys its stability and sustainability for so long.






