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“A barefoot sage who gives a new lease of life to the parched

soil and polluted water for the sustainable ecology”

The old same problems of Thai agriculturalists including
uncultivable land, polluted water, cash-strapped situation, and
great debt have actually stemmed from their ignorance and
inexperience. For example, burning down of forests and rice stumps
in the field has taken its toll in the deteriorated soil once teeming
with useful micro-organisms. A heavy and improper use of
chemicals to unnaturally increase the amount of crops has
resulted in the fruitless land and polluted watercourses. Barren
soil, putrid water, and unproductive crops have pushed agricultur-
alists into great troubles. They have to shoulder heavier burdens.
Some have to resort to loan sharks in a bid to bring prosperity
back to their farming land.

Village headman Kol Chomkhum, a leader of Ban Kwao
community in Sukhothai province, fully realizes such looming
problems. With unwavering determination to revise the situation,
he participated in the workshop held by the Thai Health Promotion
Foundation to learn more about the new theory of agriculture with
its objectives to reduce expenses, increase incomes and upgrade
farmers’ quality of life.

Before disseminating his knowledge and know-how to
members of the community, Kol started everything from scratch.
He had learnt by trial and error to find way to improve the quality
of soil with no reliance on chemicals. He has never been afraid to
try the new things.

“| tried to produce compost, organic fertilizer and liquid
bio-fertilizer. I line the soil with rice stumps in order to increase the
number of micro-organisms required for the benefits of the plants.”

After completing his noble missions, he then transfers the
agricultural technologies he has gleaned from his experiments to
members of the community. He also encourages them to join his
reforestation crusade and plant more useful trees along the rice
field to decrease a heavy reliance on natural resources in the
protected forest and prevent the disputation over the management
of natural resources and environment.

Apart from preserving the forest, the village headman also
raises awareness among villagers to join forces together and
protect wild animals.

“l try to stimulate them to cultivate more plants and
safeguard wild species, especially small creatures beneficial to
the community’s ecological system. For example, bird hunting is
prohibited in our community.”

The forest and its dwellers are not beneficial only to the
ecological system, but they as well are instrumental in creating
more bio-diversity which leads to the sustainable ecology.

Seeing their leader’s actions and dedication, many villagers
then follow suit. Soon the once unfertile soil is transformed into
the healthy land rich in nutrients important for the growth of the
plants. The polluted streams are replaced with crystal clear water.
Villagers' efforts and their labour of love are paid off satisfactorily
after a year of hard work in producing organic fertilizers which

bring numerous benefits to all farmers. Their production costs
are decreased while their earnings are increased. And, more
significantly, they have a savings for the rainy days.

Apart from upgrading villagers' quality of life under the
guidance of His Majesty the King’s philosophy of self-sufficiency
economy, Kol also empowers his community by relying on the power
of its members. He tries to establish community groups and
community funds to encourage all villagers to pour their heart to
work together and contribute to their own community. A string of
his successes includes the establishments of the Savings Fund for
Production, Aid Fund, Development Female Fund, Youth Fund,
Public Health Fund, Cow Rancher Fund, and Cultural Fund, etc.
In addition, he stimulates people to be more participatory by
allowing them to manage their own groups and funds. The annual
performances of their community groups and funds prompt the
interested villagers to learn how to develop their potential and
improve their standard of living under the guidance of self-reliant
basis.

The village headman Kol Chomkhum, the barefoot sage of
Ban Kwao, has a voluntary and public mind. He sacrifices himself
to doing good deeds for his community. He is a nature lover. He is
a praiseworthy prototype and a determined leader who breathes
a new life to lifeless nature for the sake of the sustainable life of
all villagers. His diligence and purposeful determination yield
tangible results because the learning network of Ban Kwao is
widely expanded to other communities.

At his 60, Kol still moves on tirelessly in quest of new
knowledge and cutting-edge innovations to develop and strengthen
his own community under his life-time resolutions “Thinking and
doing good will lead to good society. It can bring pride and dignity
to the community, village, province, and eventually the country.”

With his right thoughts and actions, it comes to no surprise
why Kol Chomkhum has received tremendous trustworthiness
from villagers to be the village headman of Ban Kwao community
for more than two decades.

Thai agriculturalists have to stand up and fight
To protect their water and land in their own community
Once we were ignorant and inexperienced
We heavily relied on chemicals to make a living
The soil turned barren, the water polluted,
and the trees gone
We were plunged into great debts
With the hope to give a new lease of life to our land
Although we are bombarded with hardships
we still forge ahead
The village headman Kol Chomkhum of Ban Kwao
Leading villagers to transform the parched soil
into the verdant land
Now our natural environment is well preserved
for the sustainable ecology.





