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a virtuous human

Buddhadasa once said during his preaching three decades
ago that “Education in the modern world puts emphasis on
only two things including literacy and occupation. Educational
system worldwide has been developed perfectly, rapidly, and
progressively, but paying no attention to nothing except those
two things. However, an education that can make learners
become virtuous human is still lacking. | call this kind of
education that it is like a “dog with no tail”...”

What is the real meaning of education that can make all
learners become righteous humans?

And now is Thai education free from a condition of a dog
with no tail yet?
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The Righteous Man

“I would like to reiterate again that those learners in the
dog-with-no-tail education are versatile only in textbooks and
occupation. But they acquire no knowledge on how to end their
mental sufferings. So, an education worldwide is in a condition
of the dog with no tail since it has no subject that helps end
human’s sufferings. What it provides are subjects used for
making a living. And when it is uncontrollable, a wide series
of problems and sufferings then follows since such kind of
subjects can’t control human'’s greed, anger, and obsession.
So they are not the real knowledge but they are called
“ignorance”. As long as we acquire no authentic knowledge,
we will be dominated by our instinctive power - an old instinct
consisting of ego and selfishness. The more one becomes
selfish, the more he/she is ignorant. Ignorance stems from
untrained egotistic instinct.”

Another preaching of Buddhadasa elaborates a mainstream
education which can be said in short that the “dog-with-
no-tail” education is a kind of teaching that can’t help learners
detach from lusts. On the contrary, it makes learners more
ignorant, leading to more desires and wisdom blindness.

Additionally, our society accepts a kind of education that
provides only illusive knowledge, strives for excellence, and
makes money, but not cultivating wisdom as if to acknowledge
that a dog with no tail is normal while a dog with tail is
abnormal.

If it happens that way, being virtuous human is like a dog
with tail which can make us look more majestic immediately.

Therefore, an education whose core mission is to produce
virtuous learners must not emphasize only on creating a body
of knowledge but have to inculcate wisdoms to all learners
so they will not be influenced by desires. Besides, learners
must be able to put their knowledge into the real use,
posing no problems to other people and society. In short,
it must be an education that promotes morality and virtue
to be flourished in the learners’ mind, conscience, and even
their daily lives.

Thai people and children in the year of 2008

At the beginning of June, the Office of the National
Economic and Social Development Board (NESDB) reported
about Thai social situation during the first quarter of 2008
and some factual information should be brought here for
consideration together as narrated following :

e A quality of education of Thai children
NESDB found that an O-Net test held on April 7, 2008
revealed a lower educational quality of Thai children.
An average score of all students who took an O-Net exam at
the Prathom 6 level in all subjects was less than 50%,
especially a Thai subject with an average point about 36.58,
lesser than other subjects. Besides, the number of those

who could pass the standard point is only 9.8%.
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knowledge according to the curriculum criteria. Though
an average point within the past three years is higher, it is still
dissatisfaction. It is worried that a quality of Thai children
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e Social security
Security in life and assets of Thai people during the
first quarter of 2008 was decreased due to a more severity of
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U w.a. 2:55? NTAWNIUDN 49.4% drug problem. Drug cases increased from 30,944 in the first
“anuniluviagfe mjmﬁmmmmafnuﬁumiﬁu quarter of 2007 to 46,240 in the first quarter of 2008,
N9ENNANNNRAUARENL NRAAANTIUANN 2,077 AR 11 2,875 an increase of 49.4%.

An alarming situation of a drug case is that the number
of wrongdoers who are children and youth is on the rise, from
. 2,077 to 2,875 cases or 38.4% up while a case involving
18991 WanAuli V\‘iﬂN‘HWWﬁMﬁ??N A3¢/5970 AT TNLDDANT about assets rises from 3,060 to 3,372 cases or 10.2% up.
AARY ANADLLel 1§JLﬂW?WﬂQ?$Lﬁ€IU siaulidiuan AN NESDB views that such problems stem from a lack of morality,
ethics, kindness, and discipline among people and they also
pay no respect to rules and regulations. Our society has been
changed into consumerism and materialism. Prosperity is
limited only in big cities, hence leading to equality.
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e Behaviors and standard of living
NESDB found that an expense on tobacco consumption
increased from 5,259 million baht in the first quarter of 2007
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the elderly all smoke. Additionally, NESDB also found that
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Three decades passed since the preaching of Buddhadasa...

Or what surveyed by NESDB is a reflection that Thai
education today has not created both wisdom and knowledge
and it even can’t be a dog with no tail!

Light at the end of the tunnel

Dr. Art-ong Jumsai Na Ayutthaya is a Thai scientist who
is acclaimed worldwide and now a determined educator.
Though his competence is widely accepted, he gives no priority
to “capability” but “morality” as it is stated in one of his
writing “If our society pays much attention to excellent
persons we will have only excellent persons. But if those
excellent persons have no morality and ethics they will
become selfish, thinking of their own sake rather than social
benefit. Normally, the excellent persons can’t stand seeing
other people more excellent than them. So if we teach
children to be the excellent person and inculcate them with
no morality we are creating many problems to society as we
have seen nowadays.”

With beliefs that “morality” is more important than
“excellence” and the existing educational policy can’t create
morality-led-excellence situation, Dr. Art-ong then established
his school named Sattayasai School with its core objective to
produce good people for society.

It seems that educational policy issued by the government
and managed by the Ministry of Education is the beginning of
Thai education while the real events happening at schools
and other educational institutes are the end of destination.

But the inauguration of Sattayasai School and the
development of learners to be the good person in accordance
with Dr. Art-ong’s guideline might be an answer that a light of
Thai education should start at the destination, a learning
process in school, teachers, and students themselves.
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This is a real situation occurring at one local school in
Mukdahan province.

Khumsoipittayasawan School in Nikhom Kham Soi
district once had a group of risk students who always skipped
their classes, hung around together and smoked.

Only knowledge in textbooks is not enough to draw
these students back to a moral path. Meanwhile, some other
students were persuaded to participate in dangerous
activities. Many students focused on their study rather than
helped those in risky group who were also their friends to make
a new turn.

The situations of “risky students who are the trouble
makers” and “learned students who ignore the problems”
manifest the “dog-with-no-tail” education that can’t produce
the right humans at all.

However, there is still one group of people who are
well aware of the problem and one of them is Kleabkularb
Krueawan, an adviser of the Health Map Project which aims at
creating good area and reducing risk zone. She has played
a dynamic role in changing most students’ attitudes towards
the risky group and encouraging them to persuade the risky
students to partake in many activities. As a result, it leads to
many changes in both behaviors and attitudes among the risky
group, other students, teachers, and even parents.

Kularb first started by persuading Arkaradej Soombon or
Kee, a former unruly student, to be responsible for the project
with a reason that “Kee is a leader of the risky group and he
knows well about the risky area. So | told a core member of the
project to invite Kee to join our campaign. If | told him by
myself, he might think that | ordered him. At first, | thought he
might turn down our invitation. But when he agreed, he could
do his best. He was responsible for his duty and he also
persuaded other kids in his group to start a new life. When we
hold a parent meeting, we will talk about Kee's story. He is
a role model of a good student and he is also proud of himself.”

The fact that his teachers and friends don’t abandon him,
though he was once labeled as unruly student, impresses Kee
tremendously.

“Everyone gives me a second chance. This is the first
project that | partake. Previously, | have never gotten
interested in any kind of activities. This project is initiated
because my friends want to develop the area around our
school that once becomes a risky zone. They know that | am
one of the members of the risky group and | should know all
details so they approach me, asking me to join the crusade.
So | told them to first develop the dense area around our
school where students use it as the gathering place for
smoking cigarettes and marijuana and gambling. When | work
with my friends | feel so enjoyable and wish to launch other
projects. Now | no longer want to use the dense area to do
something impropriate since now | am already a Matthayom 6
student. | would like to be a physical trainer because | love
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playing sports. Doing good activities inspires me to make a new
change. | want to be a good person. At least, now | feel more
valuable.”

Kee didn’t not only provide helps to the working group,
he also persuaded his friends to join the activity by clearing
the dense area around their school to get rid of a source of
vices where disobedient students used to assemble for
illegal purposes. Although the teaching-and-learning process
in this school can’t make the students make a higher score
for O-Net and A-Net tests or take more seats in state-run
universities, all students here will not certainly increase the
number of trouble makers in society. They will be more
considerate and more than willing to help those in need. They
see value in themselves and look so smart in a blink of an eye,
enough to be called the virtuous human beings.

This phenomenon triggers another question that if our
education still gives priority to knowledge in textbooks and
careers, could the core students of the project have a chance
to get to know with their old friends (those risky students)
in a new perspective (as those who are more responsible for
their works) and establish beautiful relationships with each
another?

If Thai education still treasures only good grade, could
children like Kee and his friends be able to discover their own
value?

Eventually, if Thai education and teachers still pay
attention only to the excellent students who can make a good
grade, could those risky students like Kee and his friends
and excellent students like core members of the project be
able to know each other’s values and the real meaning of life
through working for society with their friends?

But the educational system of Khumsoipittayasawan School
is different so Thailand then has more virtuous students who
learn how to care for and share with their friends and their

community.

The story of Kee, his friends, students, and teachers of
this school can underline the fact that there is still a light at
the end of the tunnel for Thai education.
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Yet, the teaching-and-learning process of most people
throughout their lifetime is a kind of immoral education. So
it comes to no surprise that we will encounter “a thief who
wears a gleaming suit” or those educated people who use
their knowledge to satisfy their selfishness, regardless of how
hard other people or society are put into a great trouble.

“When knowledge is excellent and high above
Morality then is below at the tip of the grass
We can create countless illegal things

With our vicious mind

Though morality is excellent and high above
Knowledge is below at the tip of the grass

We can fall victim to an evil man

With our weak wisdom

If knowledge is excellent and morality is high
Absolutely, by instinct human beings are selfish and That will be superb

very often our selfishness can intentionally or accidentally Then we can develop the entire nation

effect or cause troubles to others. But if our education is So we should train our kids to have both knowledge
emphasized on how to be a virtuous human, we will use our and morality”

knowledge in a more creative way, not in a destructive

manner. So it is still hopeful that “good conscience” that is Ampai Sujaritkul “Knowledge must be with morality”
once awoken by a new kind of education will be able to drag A proverb dedicated to all graduates from Chulalongkorn University’s

" ) o . L Faculty of Education in 1977
all learners out of the “dog-with-no-tail” situation in time. Y






