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Wang Takor Community

A cultural way along Lang Suan stream

By Pongsa Chunam, a southern working team




[ 1 1 [ @ @
FUIUIALNANB SANATNUTIGIIMTHENGW
| o [ a a a 6
wazbiuiwluanunszw uSlaadunvaswiglseing
a a o a [~ o 1 [ 6
nfisgd e “Mikuiaia” wnuihgurueing gsavusis
‘Lyn | & ‘l ° a v N daa X
ANAANNTINNDVDIAK LBeNUALNE S19WNUN " L22%
> f ' v Moo X 4
IILGI 1419 UDIAEDS VLN ”n1sﬂ§nmuiuwa1qnwuw
1 o @ 6 a I @ 6
9Pa3huadenzna smssALana1 " ad wazmsdan
£ (3 A' [5 v a w ° [ o
dulsinadn 3 ChREE TS Farswin1sew e waz
. a ‘Lw . I ftw I I A

Tassms “vhannass ilsng” lawldinalulagaianan
fty 3 v €4 @
LN IN K INENLTwgU s

“FoUNUITAN 32 W ToAIuIaNNgs
20930 YNAANN VOIUEIGEND Weuag 1y
AUEDLNIDINFALNALENDINAI AWMLY 1899

MaasduiaIGawA R aTURTD Y

A well-knitted Wang Takor community, led by
a giant-bodied core leader Pravit Bhumiravi, widely
known as “Kamnan Kwed”, has thrived on communal
collaboration for several decades. Kamnan Kwed, the chief
of the Tambon, has played a pivotal role in cultivating
a seed of green souls among all members of the
community. Wang Takor is now nestled in the green canopy
where a wide variety of trees providing shady and cool
areas for the passers-by, regarded as a part of community’s
welfares. A No-hunting campaign and a tree bank project
have also been implemented. On top of everything, the
“Revealing the Truth” project is activated in an attempt to
disseminate a broad range of conservative works to the
public in a more tangible way.

“A long boat with 32 oarsmen of Lang Suan river basin
belonging to Samuthakettaram temple of Tambon Wang
Takor was staying on the left side of the river while its

opponent under the Lang Suan Municipality was berthing

on the opposite side. The longboat racing was about to

kick off in a minute.”




-

4yl

v EIG‘V\HﬁEJﬂWiLL’INLﬁ@@]’]NLLU‘LI%‘LIU na ( ']EJ'W]VI,‘V]EJ

Fenseisda endmds u deulassiingudingn ol
w59 wlasngaeu wivew measiudsiud litfoy
wasihiAtimaussiusuiu 1odaneugarimds
wshimas aurerifleanthésim “wenusm N3
Ny Winosnawgldy SemTagans “Whwbian J
Fenmnpfia ndautshanshfiangnn 4,000 s,
siod) Wanlnaluvsaidea 2 sm e ldun 8l
wasnziadumsn luduasiuoen nssl  1eth vaiden
Tenamuian deamzimiuth Bon ausuntlve
Fudnhiifna R shlyaannthéiingauss LLﬁ’m'am
nandathe U BgSNeaUNATBIgNThTEY
SwduAnnd 1eheaden athansvinsimseuds
aelqmuenanamsng vh naw §s 3 mmqmaamaw
furmwgen aysofzssmgammynnthdwhn il
i wamﬁmﬁauﬂmﬂmm Sufhurderiofinensessss
mmammmmmumuwuﬁ
Gl

A aa Ay
LLa ¢ UNaadIn  NNJ
ﬁaU'l%%']N FYNE] awwﬁumn mmqmwmm 08!

FeEna 18

Aaa Ad‘i‘ til o [~ I
MEdauasitimdosnandudneie
gan WYk enhamendifls sus1iy

gaNMTIE WazifovyuarIny Nl

agTInny s U uasiasrs o Hean
¢ ¢ o A

NUALWAINFINT19 2N wauAeul

1 1 a L% 6 1 o % 1 v A
aehesuly s weviulusissdome Fenmniniud
fiu 30 Dusmafenudast Hauduagoene sunm
4 1Y 1'% £ 9 A 1 z
Toummnausn e 1 M0 vIatssanuinguouil
b asngdadlusvian 2 Falasdhuany 2an odems

o = Aa o g dl 1 Z a
Wik 1 w7 3 zreas anTaedutilAaulloehsTwEs
Trnaesnaan guhdunusnmn vaelllu 1 i

1enhl lnadnduniedasuazaialnaothaduar s
fongiuiumeda Frnmnis whfiles sy gndu

aa X AT . qv % o o
nanfuiuAissuaanagld 1esh 30 T lundsiud
feman whivn 1 wid T 2 Flaawhiiu usdvnatha
Neznuuas a3

.

A moderator’s entertaining reporting of the long boat
racing event in a universal style reverberated through
a bend of a river. Excitement ran high as the race began.
The cheers of the crowd could be heard a mile away
and undoubtedly spectators placed a high bet on the
spectacular race. A longboat racing festival has been
an integral part of Lang Suan locality for ages.

Lang Suan river originates from the water source
forest on the ridge of the Malay Peninsula covering
the area of Phato district in Chumphon province.
A watershed on the Phuket mountain range diverges
rainwater with an amount of 4,000 mm. per year to feed
the Gulf of Thailand and the Andaman Sea in the eastern
part. Rapid outflow navigates through labyrinthine
ravines and forest patches down to the vast plantations.
The runoffs from the water source forest flow swiftly and
then stay calm at the middle of Lang Suan stream which is
the meandering part of the river as if it is afraid that it
will be useless if flowing down into a sea. Then Ta, Ton,
Kung, and Wang tributaries are settled down in serenity
near an abundant and ample field serving as a cradle of
local civilization dating back more than a thousand year
ago. The names of those communities in the vicinity
always begin with the word “Wang” like Wang Takor,
to name a few.

Life scenarios, local way of life, verdant mountainous
forest, and placid watercourses all inspire humans to live
in harmony with the natural kingdom as if they are
hypnotized by a holy song of a master Norah. Then the
winds of change swept through the sleepy hamlet as if
the rhythm of a Norah song is highly accelerated. Over
a thousand year ago and throughout the three decades
of changes, it is literally like villagers walking in peace
a hundred steps and then stumbling upon one step and
falling down. Similarly, it seems that this community has
gracefully performed its traditional Norah for two hours and
then the regional art is all gone in a minute. Today's life
sceneries of Wang Takor community are completely
changed. The once verdant forest that retains rainwater
over years is incredibly vanished within a blink of an eye.

Crystal clear water screams loudly and turns
turbulent. The once tranquil watercourse ruins and
completely swallows the entire community overnight.
A thousand year of civilization is equal to only one minute
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Power The Thought

in two hours at the peak of social catastrophe. But every-

thing truly happens and it’s all real.

ore than 10,000-rai of a plain along the river,
the vast field, and orchards nestled in the
mountain ranges of Tambon Wang Takor
have long been a cradle of civilization of
Lang Suang basin. People’s way of life
has long been interwoven with water, forest, field, and
plantation for several centuries. But now the community is
severely bombarded by social and environmental changes.
The once serene Wang Takor is mercilessly and unfairly
punished by Mother Nature. What saddens is that villagers
are not the real culprit. Over exploitation of the natural
arena and endless deforestation from outsiders inevitably
takes its toll on the cataclysm of Wang Takor community.

The great disaster caused by the Tropical Zeta Storm
in 1997 was like the prior warning and a bit harsh penalty.
Wang Takor was submerged for several days. Pains etch
a heart and soul of those villagers who love their own
motherland.

Endless encroachments into the water source forest
in Tambon Wang Takor also results in the dried-up
streams. Worse still, water running from the top of
mountains sweeps piles of muddy deposits and chemicals
down to the community.

The situation is aggravated as members of the
community have to encounter with a problem of cultural
disintegration owing to the leap-frog development. Besides,
they are persistently threatened by a string of social
problems like drug trafficking, prevailing hired gunmen,
a rush-purchase of land by many investors, and pollutions
caused by the continuous expansion of city markets and
communities. On top of that, political threats also
penetrate through the entire locality. The elderly of the
community are astonished by what is happening in their
community.

“Pravit Bhumiravi” turns up amid the vibrant life
scenarios of Tambon Wang Takor in the wake of
community’s crumble. As the chief of the Tambon, he is
standing on the community’s ruins that look exactly like
a freshly deserted industrial zone. Wang Takor residents
see a black towering shadow of a giant, robust man who
resembles Kaew, a leading character of a traditional shadow
puppet show. In front of the black shadow stands “Kamnan
Kwed”, a man who has a way of looking at things.
He always takes a different yet pragmatic stance for the
benefits of his people. He strongly opposes to social crash,
over exploitation of natural resources, and capitalism.

The communal standpoint is now strong and stable
like a robust body of Kamnan Kwed. Their clear-cut

standpoint is “to make a systematic management plan for
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the community in which people are the heart of the
community”. Then the headman and other core leaders
stimulate all villagers to stand up and fight for their own
community amidst a look of disdain from the mainstream
society..."Kamnan Kwed”...who are you? How dare you get
in the way of capitalism? How dare you speak against the
social and political mainstream belief?”

Ineludibly, the thinking, agricultural, production,
politic, planning, and self-prevention systems of Wang Takor
people now are in great jeopardy because Wang Takor is
the marginal community hidden in the mountainous area,

easily serving as an evil den of all threats.

n an attempt to solve the problem of a rental land
in Wat Samutphetchtaram used for cultivating
vegetables during the dry season, the headman and
his supporters then launched a campaign on
“Reforestation : Giving a New Lease of Life to the
Infertile Land” in 1998. The tenants can still practice their
agriculture as usual on one condition that they have to
help take care of all trees planted by villagers in the
compound. In the first year, ton takien (a large timber tree)
were planted on 7-rai land around the temple. At the
beginning, there were both supporters and opponents.
Three years passed and now all tenants are more than
willing to join the crusade of growing trees. Soon the temple
turns to be the spiritual greenery.

In 2008, the core leaders initiated “Revealing the Truth”
project to present the impact of forest invasion to the
public. According to their survey done with the forest
officials, it reveals a shocking fact that a number of those

who encroach the reserve forest soars to 340. The survey
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team also explores the entire area and makes an aerial map
to prevent further invasion. A district officer, village chief,
village headman, and forest officials held the meeting
together to figure out the proper preventive measures
and then establish the agreement which can lead to the
communal unity.

Looking through the giant body of Kamnan Kwed, we
can see a string of solutions...

A problem of cultivation land : It can be solved quickly,
needless to wait for authorities’ help. Kamnan Kwed and
other core leaders fight for their people so they can have
the legal right on their own land. A public land is then
allocated to the poor and the deeds guaranteeing their
possessive right on the land they have possessed
throughout their lifetime are also issued.

It can be handled by
systematically demarcating the zone and establishing

A problem of forest invasion :

a regulation in which no one can violate.

A problem of chemical fertilizer and chemicals : Wang
Takor villagers start with the community’s life scheme and
then move to the production of organic fertilizer produced
from pigs’ dung, fermented water, ground coconut husk,
and palm residues. They can produce organic fertilizer
several hundreds tons a year, hence reducing 90 percent
of production cost.

A problem of rice shortage : Wang Takor villagers team
up to solve this problem by restoring the old practice of
organic farming and establishing their farmer networks in
Nakhon Si Thammarat and Phatthalung provinces. They
also persuade other farmers to cultivate rice on the farmer
networks’ lands and build the communal rice mill in their
community.

ISP
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A problem of drinking water : Wang Takor people
who once had to buy drinking water from the market now
are able to produce their own water for household
consumption and other communal charity causes, just like
an ideal society thriving on sharing and caring.

A landless problem : Wang Takor people are
unanimous to give their deserted land and chip in their
money to build a house for homeless, good, and diligent
villagers to maintain equality in the community.

A problem of mono-crop agriculture : Wang Takor
people are a bit unwilling to cut down their 80-year-old
mangosteen trees to make room for palm trees because it
is like they have to start their new life at the age of 60.
However, Kamnan Kwed and the tree bank network
encourage villagers to plant ta kien thong (Iron Wood) and
jampathong intermixing with palm trees for sufficient,
prosperous, and new sustainable life.

A problem of debt : Wang Takor people establish
communal stores and build a public forest on 65-rai land in
the hope that one day a number of trees will have an equal
value to their debt worth about 147 million baht and when
that happens they can discharge their debt. On top of
that, they also restore an ecological system in their own
community to save Wang Takor people as well as people
around the globe with the strong belief that an ecological
system can help revive economical and social crisis.

A problem of food shortage : Wang Takor people
raise pigs, cows, and fish and also engage in mushroom
growing. They also sell pork in their community. Their
brand-new life clearly reflects self-reliant revolution.

Wang Takor people are now committed to take their
community to the healthy and happy stage in which
villagers know better about their root. They fully exert their
energy to lead their boat of life to steer clear of social
collapse and head to a self-reliant path instead.

If decoding their life scenarios, we will see that
Wang Takor people heavily rely on several “sciences”
when it comes to the handling of their own community,
land, water, and forest. They wholeheartedly follow
a footstep of His Majesty the King and his self-sufficiency
philosophy which respects and imitate the natural ways.
That is why their community can survive through
hardships and overcome a state of social disintegration,
though the backdrop behind their vibrant life appears
the unprecedented collapse of the powerful country like
America.

“A long boat of Look Jao Mae Hua Wang, Wat
Samutphetchkettaram, Tambon Wang Takor, left its
competitor far behind. Jump, Jump, Jump, go, go, go, Yeah!
They can make it. A leader of a team was climbing up the
prow to get a flag hung above a finish line.”

315 157 awiy



The moderator’s echoed voice filled the air as the tall
and giant body of Kamnan Kwed who wears a closely
cropped hair staggered around happily. He made a stop
and laughed out loud with a group of Norah masters - the
core leaders who have their firm standpoint. Their eyes
glance around quickly like speedy paddles of a racing boat.
They are like the skilful fighters who are on their mission
to lead their community out of the trap of capitalist
imperialism...exactly like a long boat of Tambon Wang Takor
in which all oarsmen fully exert their energy to speed up
their velocity.

“So they can steer clear of all threats and reach
a finish line...sufficiently and self-reliantly.

Foyazn :
Tambon Wang Takor Community, Wang Takor sub-district,
W5y 19 Lang Suan district, Chumphon province

U

Mr. Pravit Bhumiravi, chief of Tambon Wang Takor
Tel. 08-4838-8136

& 4
wuﬂumsqua :

» The conservation forest covering about 4,000-rai plot of land
» The public forest in each village where villagers join forces

together to grow trees, covering about 420-rai plot of land
» The forest land used for cultivation

Uszmng :
13 villages, 11,000 villagers, 1,600 households

Nanssx :
“Tree Bank” aiming at encouraging villagers to grow trees
and creating a better understanding among villagers on
the benefits of growing tree project which can ensure
their future security

Growing trees on the public and the individual's
cultivation lands

Engaging in horticultural practices, producing organic
fertilizer, and raising pigs

Establishing the Self-sufficiency Learning Center
Establishing savings groups in all villages

Initiating the “Revealing the Truth” Project to present

the impacts of forest invasion to the community.

The working team surveys the entire forest with forest
Wa a‘lL%ﬂ 8 officials and establishes the regulations to prevent further
encroachment and maintain unity in the community
Building houses for the underprivileged

A concept of reforestation and forest rehabilitation is widely
adopted in all villages

A wide range of technologies is applied with the working
processes to make them more acceptable such as making
a map with GPS to solve the problem of cultivation land
and forest conflicts
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