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Many people often ask me that “What do you think about
the current situation of our environment?”

I think if we “think” together we might get the similar
answer. The environmental problem in Thailand can be found
in virtually all areas. An overall picture of the situation
reveals that our environment is in the critical stage. A once
considerable amount of tropical forests has been shrunk
drastically and they are now still under great threat. Severe
deforestation takes its toll on a problem of water shortage
during the drought and inundation during the rainy season.
Upper soil is eroded, following with mudslide. Cultivation
lands on the mountains are tremendously bombarded with
the heavy use of pesticides and chemicals. Watercourses
are no longer safe for consumption. Wastes released from
industrial zones and congested communities flow into the
rivers and canals and no serious water treatment measure
has been taken, resulting in a chronic problem of putrid
water sources. Cities and municipalities can't properly handle
with a large amount of garbage and polluted water. Industrial
estates have a long conflict with communities over air,
soil and water pollution as well as toxic wastes caused by
their irresponsible manufacturing process. Coastal line and
mangrove forest has been endlessly encroached to make room
for shrimp farms. Songkhla Lake is now polluted and shallow.

These situations are the warning signs mirroring that
our environment now slips into a coma stage.

Power The Thought

But the problem of the natural environment is not a new
thing. It has happened over years. Those concerned
parties whether the newly-established or old governmental
organizations have wasted several millions of annual
government statement of expenditure to redress the
situation but to no avail. It can’t evaluate in other way except
that the past performance of the government sector on the
environmental issues is a complete fiasco.

So what is the best solution?

The natural environment is a public property that
belongs to all of us. We all make use of it so we have to bear
responsibilities for all impacts incurred by our negligent
actions. Currently, the environmental problem has more
complicated and interconnected causes which can't
be tackled by the hand of the law or the power of the
governmental sector. Matter-of-factly, it demands social
forces to help correct the situation.

“Social Forces” are based on virtue, righteousness,
and social morality, not selfishness and greediness of any
individuals or particular groups.

To solve the environmental problem in a more effective
way, we have to rely on a body of knowledge and true
information serving as the powerful driving forces to guide
us to attain our noble mission of giving a new lease of life to
the natural kingdom. Significant knowledge must become
an intrinsic part of those who want to deal with the
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environmental problem. So the Community of Practices is
the major group of people who play a vital role in tackling
with the environmental problem and reviving the situation.
Unfortunately, these unsung heroes receive scant attention
and honor from the public.

“The Green Globe Award” is originated from this point.
Its aims are to highlight “value” of any environmental works,
support those who dedicate themselves to preserving the
natural arena, and disseminate good and useful lessons to
other members of society so they can appropriately apply
them to their way of life.

The Green Globe Award comes a long way now and still
maintains its original purposes. Absolutely, those who make
this award happen are overwhelmed with great bliss, me
included.

When talking about the origin of the Green Globe Award,
I must mention the name of Prof. Dr. Sippanondha Ketudat,
a once senior executive board of PTT who cares for the
environmental problem. He asked me to help carry out the
project. The working team meet, talk, and discuss until we
can find many experts in the different fields including soil,
water, and forest to sit as the committees of the project.

Initially, a philosophy of the Green Globe Award origi-
nates from our best wishes to mentally support communities
and forest conservationists because they are the small people
who do the big things but no one appreciate their great dedi-
cation. They have to fight against state power and influential
investors. Several forest patches have to be traded with their
tears, blood, and even life. Some are looked down on as a freak.
So our main duty is to annually search for the good people
and their stories and then publicize, honor, and support them.

At the very beginning, the Green Globe Award is
presented to the best writings, individuals who work for the
benefits of their own community, and initiative activities
mainly focused on forest rehabilitation. But what we want
to see is the long-term activity. Besides, we want to raise
awareness among the youth. So in the next year we also
give this award to a group of youngsters who initiate any
good environmental projects. Some team up to launch the
environmental activities in their community. Others pass on
their imagination or experience concerning about the natural
environment into a lively story.

Two or three years ago, we realize that we should sup-
port those in the media circle too because they also play their
active 1ole in exploring and writing a series of environmental
features. A number of media that focus on the environmental
issues is relatively low if compared to media in other fields.
After we have worked together for seven years, we then go
back to the former award-winning communities to see whether
they are still continuing their environmental activities. Now
the wind of change sweeps through all societies and the trend
of cultivating economic plants is adopted nationwide.

Therefore, our next mission is to follow up any communi-
ties that are granted award more than five years ago to ensure
them that we have never left them, hence leading to the new
launch of the “Five Years of Sustainability Award” which later
is changed to “Sippanondha Ketudat Five Years of Sustain-
ability Award” in commemoration of Prof. Dr Sippanondha,
a founder of the Green Globe Award who passed away in 2006.

I think that the working processes and all award-
winning projects are widely and highly acclaimed by the
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Power The Thought

government sector, local organizations, communities, and the
general public. At present, the Green Globe Award is
regarded as an integral institute of society. All award-
winning initiatives of each locality and region can bring great
pride and inspiration to those concerned parties, whether the
governmental units, organizations, and society. This can be
regarded as an inestimable achievement. When we visit any
local communities that are well aware of the great value of
their own natural legacy and wisely and properly manage it,
we will see that the natural resources - soil, water, and
forest — under their protection are in healthy condition and
villagers can truly reap benefits from them in a more sustain-
able way. They are like the “natural welfares” that all commu-
nities have the rights to make use of them fairly and sustainably.

A number of awards increases in the latter years with
a strong belief of the committees that the award can serve
as the supportive and inspiring tool to honor those who
dedicate themselves to protecting the natural resources -
soil, water, and forest. We are assured of the working
standard of the committees and other working teams so we
don't pay attention to any comments saying that the Green
Globe Award is a mass award because the community forest
networks and the awardees’ networks are the high quality
organizations which now become the main driving forces
and inspirational sources of Thai society.

Over a decade ago, I think we have learned through the
Green Globe Award that local communities are the funda-
mental units for the real practice. On top of everything, they
can perfectly safeguard their staple source of food and natu-
ral environment. External organizations are only the support-
ers. It's not right to use their power and manage everything
in their own way because the outcome is always pointless.
A string of awards bestowed to individuals or communities
throughout a passage of time clearly manifests that humans
and forests can live together in a more sustainable way. So
the management scheme on the natural resources base should
be in line with the principles of community’s rights and
participation in all procedures. L.ocal community is a basic
unit that is able to determine the direction, role, strategy,
planning, and evaluation of any developmental projects.

The Green Globe Award is not presented in the manner
of “a reward for a reward” but the award itself is used as
a wise policy to promote a role of the social and business
sectors to join forces together and take care of the natural
environment and natural resources base including soil,
water, and forest.

I might no longer get involved in the Green Globe Award
when it reaches its two decades due to my aging factor,
a normal thing happening to all sentient beings. But I am sure
that with its essences and objectives, the Green Globe Award
will still continue its strategic mission to support a pivotal
role of community, local administrative organization, society,
and private sector to handle with the natural environment
through systematic means. This means that it is not involved
only in the presentation of awards but it will as well establish
and provide a body of knowledge to the public, organize the
training course, and stimulate all members of society to do
their part to save our environment, and promote a process of
making a public policy both at the local and national levels.

When the right time arrives, I will extend my cheering
congratulation to all of you from somewhere a mile away!
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