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Power The Thought

The outcomes of
the development make
people live a harder life.
Unsurprisingly, today
the conceptual framework of
the development is challenged.
A concept that pays more attention to

“Economic plant” is one symbol of the
“development”, a concept originated after the World
War II. Consequently, many countries that once have
cultural, social, and historical diversities must
fall into the same plight. They are now under the
framework of economic development which serves
as the indicator of national prosperity.

Under the concept of the “development” defined by
the government, it gives much priority to the generation of
incomes in order to eliminate poverty and one of its
main policies involves the process of the production for
marketing. Besides, it also supports the mono-crop
practice, hence ruining the economic and social structure
of the old communities which is difficult to restore it back
to its normal state.

The outcomes of the development make people live
a harder life. Unsurprisingly, today the conceptual
framework of the development is challenged. A concept
that pays more attention to “happiness” rather than
“revenue” and considers more about “sustainability” rather
than “profit” can be seen in our society. Such a concept is
fully supported by many giant companies, especially PTT,
with the truth that the business will become stagnant if
Thai society weakens.

Eventually, it all leads to the seminar on “Trespass or
Developing and the Handling with Economic Plants” held
at the PTT’s main auditorium on November 20, 2008.

This forum invited all scholars and practitioners around
the country to share their perspectives and experiences
over the economic plants whether in what way they affect

Thai society.
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We need to properly and wisely
manage our natural resources

in accordance with our individuality
Besides, we need to stop thinking
of everything in terms of money.
We should ook at our happiness

derived from our secure
livelihood.

The first lecturer who participated in the seminar was
Kamnan Anand Duangkaewruen, the headman of Mae Tha
community in Chiang Mai province and the core leader
who pushed forward the Community’s Forest Act, the People
Issue. In those days, Anand used the corn as his pioneer to
solve the problems of people’s livelihood and to stop the
trespass on the forest land. But it turns out that Anand has
to correct what he did in the past as the corn plantation
endlessly encroaches into the forest. The situation is
aggravated since now there is a new economic plant that
starts causing many problems to the community, namely,
a rubber tree. The perennial economic plant causes more
severe problems than the annual plant. But finally Anand
views that “local people should choose any plants suitable
to their regional environment and culture. And when
it comes to the production, people have to cultivate
everything they eat and eat everything they grow. That is
the best solution.”

The next lecturer was Kamnan Pravit Bhumiravi from
Tambon Wang Takor, Chum Phon province, who adheres
to his own wisdom to create the edible forest amid the
palm plantation. He believes that “it requires profound
wisdom to deal with the economic plants and to consider
of one’s potentials. The best way is to embrace happiness
derived from self-reliance which can’t certainly come from
the production that heavily emphasizes on marketing.”

Somyos Maneechoti, the truth researcher from Chon
Dan of Phetchabun province, recalled that in 1973, the corn
was the economic plant that caused the expansive
deforestation. Soon other problems followed due to the
more expensive costs of seeds, fertilizers, and pesticides.
Villagers were in the great trouble. Later, a rubber tree, the
new economic plant, brought villages into the deeper trouble
because it took several years to harvest its crop and most
importantly, it was inedible. “So the right solution is to
grow a wide variety of plants. Agriculturalists should not

engage only in the mono-crop practice.”
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The viewpoints from those in the academic arena like
Visoot Yukong, an academic in the area of forestry from
Ubon Ratchathani province, are also helpful. Visoot has long
supported the establishment of the community’s forest.
He viewed that “the main problem is not the economic
plant but our negligent greediness and indifference to
the changed world. We need to properly and wisely
manage our natural resources in accordance with our
individuality. Besides, we need to stop thinking of
everything in terms of money. We should look at our

happiness derived from our secure livelihood.”

eri Juiprik, an advisor of the Southern Social

Management College Project, also took

an active role to synthesize the situation.

He proposed that it demands a conceptual

strength to cope with the economic plants.
“If we start with “richness”, we can’t survive. But if we
start with “survival”, we might be “rich” someday.
It is because the economic plant can temporarily solve
the problem but it can cause endless problems, too.
To destroy the forest is to destroy ourselves. We should
not be illusive that we can plant the forest. In fact, what
we grow is simple a tree, not a forest.”

“Trespass” and “Developing” might be a two-sided
coin through the viewpoints of the government and the
villagers. Now, the perspectives from the down side
gradually form the strong alliances in order to offer
an alternative to society with the full support from the
PTT via the Green Globe Award.

Though we can’t know in advance whether all
viewpoints from this seminar will receive any attention
from the government, at least this forum and this
organization is still ready to listen, exchange, and support
all good causes to bring all good things to Thai society.
And this might be the great spiritual reward that helps
strengthen all good people to fight for the good things.






