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legend of the Great Flood
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To many people, the story about the Great Flood is
somewhat banal since it can be heard from time to time
from fables, religious myths, or folklores. Sometimes, we
tend to think that such a deluge is merely an imaginative
storytelling of those living in the bygone era. But if we
try to track down those stories, we might find that once
upon a time our planet was hit hard by the Great Flood.

eople in different ethnicities and languages

around the globe have their own story about

the greatest flood that claimed countless lives

and completely engulfed their community,

hence burying their civilization under the
mysteries of oceans. During the halcyon days, the new era
arrived with an emergence of a new settlement established
by a group of survivors who later passed on stories of the
greatest catastrophe to the next generations until they
became living legends in to the present time.

In an attempt to study about the Great Flood, Mark
Isaak, an expert in the field of Folklore, then presented
an article entitled “Flood Stories from Around the World”
which features numerous stories told by local people in
different continents including Africa, Europe, Asia, America,
Australia, and Pacific islands. He found out that these people
have their own versions of story about the Flood. Issak
believes that such collective stories are the remnants of
the real catastrophe passed down from generation to
generation. If his theory is right, then raises the next
question : if the world was once hit by the greatest flood,
when did it occur?

Eventually, varied myths and stories have led us to
the door of curiosity and a key to unlock this door certainly
depends on a scientific study and evidence. William Ryan,
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8,000 years ago, the world was submerged due to the defrosted glacier,

leading to an influx of the sea water into the Black Sea which made

the water level increase to 100 metres over the three consecutive years.
As a result, everything on the land was sunk into the underwater world
and this event might be connected with the legendary Flood.
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a researcher from the Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory,
USA, created a scientific model with the aid from the
computer in a bid to study an area around the Black Sea.
He also expressed his viewpoints in the article titled “Noah’s
Flood : The New Scientific Discoveries about the Event
That Changed History”. He said that some 8,000 years ago,
the world was submerged due to the defrosted glacier,
leading to an influx of the sea water into the Black Sea
which made the water level increase to 100 metres over
the three consecutive years. As a result, everything on the
land was sunk into the underwater world and this event
might be connected with the legendary Flood.

Mark Siddall from the University of Bern, Switzerland,
fully supports Ryan's assumption. His research team
imitated the natural environment during the Holocene
Epoch, dating back to about 10,000 years ago. The
experiment showed that when the glacier melted, the
world would be submerged. Siddall and his team tried to
experiment with the current flowing at the different speeds.
They also studied about the impacts around the edge of
the Black Sea and discovered that if the current flowed
slowly, an inertia caused by the world’s self-rotation would
make the current flow to the north and then head slightly
to the east. But if the current was extremely torrent, due to
the influence of the earthquake, the water at the amount
of 60,000 cubic metres per second or more than 20 times
of Niagara Falls would be turned into the powerful and
formidable billows that could engulf everything in the blink
of the eyes.

uch an experimental imitation can be compared

with the Great Flood appeared in the Gilgamesh

of Sumerians, the first ethnic people who

recorded the historical overflow in the form

of Cuneiform. The cataclysm was vividly
portrayed with the thrilling scenario.

“The towering black cloud arrived with Ardad, God of
the Thunderbolt who roared boisterously and powerfully,
thus causing the great seismic. All lights were totally
enshrouded with the darkness. The flux was imminent and
even the deities were greatly frightened. Hidden in the
remote heaven, they were trembling like the shaking dogs.”

It is evident that such a calamity narrated in the
Gilgamesh is much relevant to the scientific model.
Besides, it also provides more minute details. Apart from
the inundation, we know more that the disaster was
aggravated by the thunderbolt and earthquake, too.

As for the cause of the deluge, virtually all legends
said consistently that God or other superstitious powers
were behind the catastrophe. However, Prof. Robert
A. Berner, an expert on the global changes from the Yale
University, USA, took different stance. He explained that
the cause of the deluge is involved with the three groups
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of melted ices including iceberg, icecap on the top of
mountain, and glacier.

He believed that the enormous thaw was caused by
the world’s higher temperature owning to the increasing
and decreasing amount of carbon monoxide in the
atmosphere.

Such an idea is completely opposite to Teresa K.
Hagelberg's theory. An academic from the National
Geophysical Data Center Paleoclimatology Program, USA,
Hagelberg proposed that the world’s rotation cycle forms
the glacial age and results in the increased temperature,
hence leading to the immense thaw. And such a cycle will
occur every 10,000 year.

agelberg also studied about the climatic

condition in the past from the glacial layers

and discovered that during the glacial age

an amount of carbon monoxide is virtually

tantamount to that of the present time,
meaning that even during the warming era the glacial age
can happen. Hence, carbon monoxide is not the major
factor that causes the overflow.

Though several theories proposed by world’s leading
scientists are entirely different, their assumptions reveal
one possibility that the world was submerged by the
deluge as it is mentioned in many legends. It is reliable
that the story about the Great Flood is the truth of the past
and it has been kept alive through words of mouth until
today.

If it happens that way, some questions are then
raised : what is the main function of those legends?
Are they used to keep the past memory alive? Or do they
have other ulterior motives?

In all legends, they mention about the situation before
the occurrence of the unprecedented overflow. They
underlined that humans lived an immoral life, severely
exploited nature, and caused troubles with each another.
Consequently, their behaviors upset God so much that he
had to bring the greatest flood to the earth in order to
cleanse the humans’ evil spirit.

Or it might be that people in the past might want to
herald the important message to their descendants on how
to deal with the inundation. They seem to imply that
humans should live a moral life and be in harmony with
nature. On top of that, they must be self-sufficient. Taking
advantage over others and endlessly exploiting nature can
eventually lead to the permanent loss.

This might be a long-time established code in the
disguise of the living legend handed down from generation
to generation. It is the provable truth actually happening in
the past and only time can tell. The rest depends on you

whether you will believe it or not.
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